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Spokesman denies 
officers killed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The official Jordanian 
spokesman Tuesday denied reports published by the 
Middle Hast newspaper recently alleging that two Jor- 
danian officers of the Barba and Border police were 
killed in a clash with smugglers in the Jordanian-lraqi 
border last month. “There is no truth in this report 
which is totally baseless and void of truth.” said the 
spokesman. The spokesman expressed dismay over 
publication of such reports which he said are designed 
to harm the good relations between sister Arab states 
and do not serve common Arab interests. 
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2 Israeli soldiers injured 
in Hizbollah rocket attack 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — At least two Israeli soldiers 
were wounded Tuesday when Hizbollah guerrillas 
ambushed an Israeli army convoy in southern Lebanon, 
security sources said. Hizbollah fighters fired around a 
dozen and-iank rockets at the convoy below Beaufort 
Castle, a r uin darin g from the Crusades in the central sec- 
tor of the self-declared Israeli security zone occupied by 
Israel in south Lebanon, said the sources. Several rockets 
struck the fortifications of the castle, which contains an 
Israeli army post An Israeli helicopter was seen evacuat- 
ing an unspecified number of casualties from the scene, 
added the sources. The Israeli army retaliated by raining 
down at least 60 shells on suspected Hizbollah positions 
north of the castle, said the sources. 
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Kuwait 
electrifies Iraq 
border barbed wire 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
has electrified most of its 
barbed wire along the bor- 
der strip with former occu- 
pier Iraq to prevent infiltra- 
tions. an official said Tues- 
day. “More than 150 kilo- 
metres of the border barbed 
wire has been electrified. 
This is a measure to stop 
infiltrations.” interior min- 
istry spokesman Colonel 
Badr Saleh said. “The rest 
will be electrified soon. We 
also can monitor every 
movement on the border,” 
he added. Kuwait has 
announced plans to build an 
electrified barbed wire with 
electronic monitoring 
devices along the 207 kilo- 
metre-long desert frontier. 
Iraqis have crossed the 
closed border to loot farms, 
collect arms from Gulf war 
battlefields or seek asylum 
in third countries since the 
1990-91 Gulf war ended a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion, Kuwaiti officials say. 
The electrified wire can be 
controlled to kill or shock 
those who touch it, the min- 
istry spokesman said. 

Syrian ship sinks 
with five crew 
members missing 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
The Syrian freight ship 
Zakaria sank early Tuesday 
off the Syrian coast and five 
members of the crew are 
missing, the official SANA 
news agency said. Five oth- 
ers from the ship's staff 
were rescued by another 
vessel. The Syrian coast 
guard and port workers 
were searching for the miss- 
ing Zakaria sailors, SANA 
said. The ship, which left 
Greece with 1,300 tonnes of 
gravel, was heading for 
Lebanon when the hull 
cracked and the vessel sank 
20 nautical miles from Tar- 
tus, SANA said. 

Turkish army 
kills 15 rebel Kurds 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
ish army troops killed 15 
separatist Kurdish rebels 
and lost one soldier in the 
last three days of clashes in 
the country's troubled 
southeast, regional authori- 
ties said Tuesday. The 
clashes between security 
forces and the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) rook 
place in mountainous areas 
in the provinces of SiirL 
Hakkari. Sirnak, Bingo) and 
Tunceli, the southeast's 
regional governorship said 
in a written statement The 
announcement came amid a 
continuing withdrawal of 
thousands of Turkish troops 
from neighbouring northern 
Iraq where they had been 
fighting to wipe out PKK 
bases since late September. 

Disturbances erupt 
in centra] Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Distur- 
bances have erupred in the 
suburbs of a central Iranian 
city over public dissatisfacr 
tion with local government 
a dminis tration, a newspaper 
reported Tuesday. A crowd 
of 300 people gathered on 
Sunday outside the educa- 
tion authority offices in 
Aran-Bidgel, a suburb of 
Kashan city, 200 kilometres 
south of the capital, calling 
for better transport facilities 
and a separate municipal 
authority for Bidgel. They 
booed die governor of the 
district “c allin g for his 
death,” and “beat up a local 
reporter” said the English- 
language Iran Daily, quot- 
ing ‘Informed” sources. 
The crowd also demanded a 
separate admini stration 
authority for Bidgel, it said, 
adding that the word Aran 
had been painted over 
throughout the area, leaving 
only Bidgel visible. 


Regent: Arab blood is as dear 

to us as Jewish blood to Israel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said that the difficulties 
which have faced Jordan- 
ian-Israeli relations did not 
only result from the 
attempted assassination of 
Khaled Misha'al but from 
other Israeli measures and 
the breaking of promises 
made. 

In an interview with CNN 
and Time mag azin e Prince 
Hassan said that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu reacted with 
“deep regret” that the assas- 
sination attempt had hap- 
pened when the Crown 
Prince told him during a 
meeting after the incident 
that he could not under- 
stand how such an opera- 
tion could be approved. 

“There was no doubt 
about that [Netanyahu 
realised the attempt was a 
terrible mistake]. That was 
emphatic." Prince Hassan 
said in response to a ques- 


tion on whether Mr. 
Netanyahu realised the 
operation was a terrible 
mistake or was just sorry it 
happened. 

Prince Hassan said that 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s linking the fUture of 
the peace process to the 
saving of Mr. Misha’al’s 
life was an expression of 
the great concern Jordan 
has for the lives of its peo- 
ple. 

“Arab blood is as dear to 
us as Jewish blood is clear- 
ly to Israel. In fact, the 
blood of all people in this 
region should become a 
shared concern. We cannot 
take selective positions,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

Prince Hassan said the 
Misha’al case was solved in 
a way that secured an 
Israeli commitment not to 
repeat such acts, and sent a 
strong message that Jordan 
“is a sovereign country and 
we will not! accept James 
Bond-like attempts in the 


streets of Amman.” 

“It simply cannot be 
accepted that acts of terror 
and violence are committed 
in the streets of the other 
when two countries like 
Israel and Jordan are in the- 
ory opposed to such acts of 
terrorism, such acts of vio- 
lence,” the Crown Prince 
said. 

Prince Hassan pointed to 
the overwhelming 

international condemnation 
of the assassination 
attempt, saying “listen to 
the Canadians on this issue, 
listen to the Israeli public 
on this issue." 

In response to a question 
about critics who say the 
two would-be assassins 
should have faced justice in 
Jordan. Prince Hassan said 
“I say to them that it was a 
policy decision” that took 
note of the realities on the 
ground and the long-term 
interests of the country. 

“On the one side,” he 
said, “if you get to a situa- 



tion of looking into the 
abyss, a total breakdown of 
relations with the govern- 
ment of Israel, leading to 
some sort of confrontation, 
you are entering into an 
unknown territory. This 
form of confrontation is 
clearly undesirable... and 
for which we, not just as 
Jordan but as Arabs, are ill- 
prepared.'’ 

Prince Hassan said that 
the writing on the wall is 
the direction towards the 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. envoy ends another Mideast 
mission without concrete results 


BEIT HANUN (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat and Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai held a surprise 
meeting Tuesday but the 
U.S. -brokered talks pro- 
duced no breakthrough on 
security issues which have 
blocked the peace process 
for months, officials said. 

President Arafat and 
Defence Minister 

Mordechai met for two 
hours with the leaderships 
of their entire security 
establishments and U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross, but in 
the end were able only to 
repeat commitments to pur- 
sue undefined cooperation 
in the battle against vio- 
lence. 

News of the surprise 
meeting arranged by Mr. 
Ross had raised hopes for 
progress in recently 
renewed negotiations on 
implementing interim self- 
rule accords, particularly 
the opening of a Palestinian 
airport in the Gaza Strip. 


Mr. Ross told journalists 
after the meeting at Beit 
Hanun, on the Palestinian 
side of the Erez. Crossing 
between Israel and Gaza, 
that talks had been “good” 
and would be followed up 
with further meetings, 
although he announced no 
timetable for new talks. 

He then boarded a plane 
for the U.S., ending after 
three days his fourth mis- 
sion to the region in three 
months with nothing con- 
crete to report on ending a 
stalemate which has 

endured since March, when 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Banyamin Netanyahu 
approved the construction 
of a then new Jewish settle- 
ment on the hilltop of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Both sides said Tuesday's 
talks focused on Israeli 
demands for a Palestinian 
National Authority crack- 
down on Hamas and other 
Islamist groups responsible 
for anti-Israeli attacks as a 


precondition for movement 
on the peace process. 

. ‘T hope this [cooperation] 
will take place on the 
ground so the peace process 
can continue and arrive at 
agreements between 
Israelis and Palestinians on 
the basis of security for 
both peoples.” Mr. 
Mordechai said. 

President Arafat said he 
had reaffirmed his commit- 
ment “to coordinate in all 
security matters.” 

But he said there was no 
discussion of opening the 
Palestinian airport despite 
reported progress in recent 
days on the issue in negoti- 
ating committees set up to 
implement interim peace 
accords. 

Envoy Ross, who met 
earlier in the day with Mr. 
Netanyahu, had overseen 
Tuesday a meeting between 
the top Israeli and Palestin- 
ian negotiators to accelerate 
work in those committees. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel arrests 
woman 
linked to 
Islamists 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
Israeli soldiers arrested a 
Palestinian woman mem- 
ber of the Islamic Jihad 
who had been released 
from an Israeli prison earli- 
er this year, Palestinian 
security sources said Tues- 
day. 

Ittaf Ayyan was arrested 
along with three male col- 
leagues at an array road- 
block set up especially to 
catch her as she rode in a 
public van from the West 
Bank town of Bethlehem to 
a suburb of Arab east 
Jerusalem, the sources 
said. 

She was arrested on sus- 
picion of belonging to 
Islamic Jihad, the sources 
said. She was en route to 
attend a Jihad gathering in 
Abu Dis, a village on the 
outskirts of Arab east 

(Continued on page 7) 


EU, Jordan to build Mideast 
media institute — Mutawi 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
European Union will help 
Jordan build a media train- 
ing institute. Minister of 
State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi who 
returned to Amman Tues- 
day announced. 

The EU highly values the 
role played by the Jordan- 
ian media in the Middle 
East and its credibility and 
has promised to cooperate 


with Jordan in all media 
fields, the minister said. 

Expressing satisfaction 
with the European stand 
with regard to the projected 
institute. Dr. Mutawi said 
he felt the Europeans were 
committed to helping Jor- 
dan establish it for the sake 
qf training Jordanian jour- 
nalists and also to serve as a 
regional training centre 
benefiting journalists from 


the Gulf region, Egypt and 
other Arab states. 

He noted that Jordan has 
already made contacts with 
the concerned Arab states 
over this project adding that 
Jordan will soon present the 
European Commission with 
a detailed study on this 
institute for examination 
before work can start on the 
project which is expected to 
cost $6 million. 


France rejects U.S. compromise 
on Iraq sanctions — diplomats 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— France has rejected U.S. 
proposals to postpone for six 
months the imposition of 
additional sanctions against 
Iraq, Western diplomats said 
Tuesday. 

The UJS. delegation verbal- 
ly proposed the compromise 
to France and Russia on Mon- 
day, in a bid to obtain unity of 
the 15-member Security 
Council in its stand on Iraq. 

But a Western diplomat said 
that the U.S. proposal was 
“far from a compromise" and 
that France ruled out the 
imposition of an automatic 
travel ban against Iraqi offi- 
cials blamed for obstructing 
UN. disarmament inspectors. 

Thejnain opponents of the 
UTS. and British moves to 
slap the additional sanctions 
against Iraq — China, France. 


Russia and Egypt — were to 
meet later in the day to dis- 
cuss their position, according 
to other diplomats. 

But one diplomat warned 
(hat unless a U.S. draft resolu- 
tion was softened further, all 
four countries could abstain 
in a vote. 

Until Monday, the U.S. and 
Britain, which both take a 
hand line in dealing with Iraq, 
were seeking immediate 
additional measures against 
Baghdad, but France and 
Russia resisted. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has 
directly contacted Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeni Pri- 
makov and his French coun- 
terpart Hubert Vedrine on the 
issue. 

Iraq has been under sanc- 
tions since the 1990 invasion 


of Kuwait 

Although the council has 
allowed a temporary humani- 
tarian exemption to the sanc- 
tions, the oil embargo can 
only be lifted when the UN. 
aims inspectors certify that 
Iraq has fully complied in dis- 
mantling its weapons of mass 
destruction. - 

Following a series of Iraqi 
blockages of snap inspec- 
tions. the council in June 
threatened to impose addi- 
tional sanctions if special 
commission Chairman, 
Richard Butler reported in 
October that Iraq was still 
failing to comply. 

Although Mr. Butler report- 
ed a number of incidents in 
September. France and Rus- 
sia said that they should not 
trigger additional sanctions. 


Israeli troops beat Arab unconscious 


HEBRON (R) — Israeli 
troops beat a Palestinian 
unconscious near a Jewish 
enclave in the West Bank 
town of Hebron on Tues- 
day, the man and witnesses 
said. 

Palestinian journalists 
who arrived to report on the 
.incident were attacked by 
Jewish settlers, the witness- 
es said. 

Sabber Abu Sinena. 27, 
said he was on his way to 
the vegetable market with 
his two children when para- 
military border policemen 
stopped him and asked to 
see his identification. 

“Suddenly they started 
beating me. There were 
four soldiers in the begin- 


ning and then others came. 
At least 10 soldiers beat me 
with their hands and their 
guns on my back and stom- 
ach and between my legs." 
he told Reuters from his 
hospital bed. 

He said he lost conscious- 
ness and woke up at an 
Israeli police station. His 
family took him from there 
to Al Ahli Hospital in 
Hebron. 

A police spokesman and 
the head of the Jewish set- 
tlers in the town said they 
received no reports of such 
an incident The army said 
it was checking the report 

A Palestinian working at 
a food stall near the settle- 
ment said he saw the border 


policemen beat Mr. Abu 
Sinena after arguing with 
him briefly. 

“His brothers tried to 
carry him off but were 
stopped by soldiers and 
arrested,” Ziad Abu May- 
aleh told Reuters. 

An international observer 
in Hebron said he also wit- 
nessed the beating. 

“I saw the soldiers beat- 
ing this Palestinian man. 
When he fell to the ground 
I approached them and told 
them not to leave him here. 
I was afraid he was dead. I 
put my hand on his neck to 
check if he had a pulse, 
which he did,” said the 

(Continaed on page 7) 



Five women candidates urge citizens to collect their voting cards 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Five women 
candidates running in dif- 
ferent districts of Amman, 
Monday urged registered 
citizens to collect their 
cards and head to the ballot 
stations on Nov. 4, to elect 
the person of their choice to 
represent them at the 13th 
Parliament. 

The women, Aysha 
Khawaja-Razem (Amman's 
Ist-Muslim seat). Toujan 
Feisal and Emily Nafaa’ 
( 3rd- Circassian and Christ- 
ian seats), and Laila Feisal 
and Fardos Masri (5th-Cir- 
cassian and Muslim seats), 
were speaking at a public 
debate held at candidate 
Razem's headquarters in 
Marka. 

Four of the candidates 
warned that forged voting 
cards are being circulated 
and that some candidates 
were abusing the system by 
buying the votes, and on 
other occasions destroying 
people’s voting cards. 
Arabic newspapers report- 


ed Tuesday that police 
arrested two people with 
possession of 1,500 forged 
voting cards that belong to 
the Central Bedouin con- 
stituency and some Amman 
districts. 

Ms. Khawaja-Razem 
expressed her doubt on the 
number of registered voters 
(approx. 1,900,000), con- 
tending that the number of 
voters in population (about 
4 million) should be far less 
than half the population, 
since about 60 per cent 
were under the voting age 
of 19 and over 1 20,000 are 
affiliated to the armed and 
security forces, who are not 
allowed to vote. 

She added that competi- 
tion will be fierce, and 
called on voters to deter- 
mine the kind of people 
who will represent them in 
the House. 

“By electing the right per- 
son. regardless of his or her 
sex. you will help ensure a 
better democracy and elim- 
inate corruption in govern- 
ment institutes,” former 
Deputy Toujan Feisal said. 

The women pledged that 
if they reach Parliament, 
they will fight poverty, 
unemployment, corruption, 
and enhance the democratic 
process. 


Ms. Nafaa’ of the Jordan- 
ian Communist Party, a 
political activist for the past 
42 years whose slogan is 
“Equality for women, 
democracy for all, social 
justice for the poor,” said 
that the cause of Palestine 
will also be a priority in 
Parliament 

She said her main con- 
cerns will include the can- 
cellation of temporary laws, 
protection of national prod- 
ucts and industries, improv- 
ing the tax collection sys- 
tem, and fighting privatisa- 
tion of the public compa- 
nies because privatisation 
will increase unemploy- 
ment and poverty. 

Ms. Masri, a journalist 
who writes on social issues, 
said that she is not adopting 
any slogans “which 1 am 
not going to be able to 
meet.” 

Instead, Ms. Masri said 
she will concentrate on 
social peace, health insur- 
ance, and “my job at the 
Parliament will be a contin- 
uation of my present work 
as a journalist in contact 
with the poor and needy.” 

She said she hoped that 
by doing so she will win 
Parliament to her side and 
“be able to reach officials to 
help solve people’s prob- 


lems." 

Toujan FeisaL who said 
she was running without a 
specific campaign pro- 
gramme, criticised some 
former deputies for being at 
Parliament only to “serve 
their relatives rather than 
the national interest” 

“This is not what we 
need, but rather a politician 
who is aware of the social 
and political problems, and 
who is ready to strengthen 
the Constitution and influ- 
ence the appointment of the 
right person at the right job, 
and punish officials who 
abuse their powers,” Ms. 
Feisal said. 

People should not elect a 
woman just because she is a 
woman. Ms. Feisal main- 
tained, “but if you feel that 
a man and a woman can 
perform the job equally, 
theD chose a woman, 
because women are more 
devoted and less corrupt.” 

Ms. Razem, together with 
12 other women ran in the 
1989 elections but failed, 
said that if she reaches Par- 
liament “she will call for 
changing the election law.” 

“The current election law 
is backward, allows candi- 
dates to buy voting cards, 
and buy people favouring 
those with the financial 



Woman Candidates (from left to right): Toujan Feisal, Fardous Masri, Aysha Khawaja- 
Razem and Laila Feisal stand after a public debate in Marka Monday at Ms. Razem's 
election headquarters (Photo by Rana Husseini) 


power,” she charged. 

In' addition, Ms. Razem 
said she will target other 
laws that discriminate 
against women and chil- 
dren. 

Laila Feisal claimed that 
She was the subject of 
harassment since announc- 


ing her candidacy. 

She said that “security 
forces visited me at my 
home and questioned me 
about my beliefs and 
motives for running for Par- 
liament” 

She emphasised the need 
to institutionalise democra- 


cy since “its absence is the 
cause behind corruption 
and in return, poverty.” 

She said that she will 
focus on institutionalising 
democracy and addressing 
other issues such as food, 
medicine, economic and 
agricultural reform. 
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Algeria’s FIS threatens 
to end unilateral ceasefire 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS) threatened on Tues- 
day to call an end to the uni- 
lateral ceasefire of its armed 
wing if local elections in 
Algeria later this month fail 
to break the political 
impasse there. 

The banned Islamist 
group announced last 
month a ceasefire in Algeria 
from OcL 1 by its armed 
wing which has been fight- 
ing to overthrow the author- 
ities in Algeria for the last 
five years. 

“The ball is in the court of; 
the regime now that the 
Army of Islamic Salvation - 
(AIS) has laid down its 
weapons and is ready to 
enter the political arena,” 
Djaafar El Houari, a mem- 
ber of the FIS executive told 
Ageoce France Presse. 

But he warned; “If the sit- 
uation remains unchanged, 
the AIS will draw its own 


conclusions. If all the polit- 
ical doors are closed, it is 
not necessary to wait for 
(the regime) to offer a bou- 
quet of flowers, the armed 
fight will be legitimate 
defence.” 

Local elections due to be 
held this Thursday are seen 
by the government as the 
final piece of institutional 
rebuilding after a presiden- 
tial poll in 1995, a constitu- 
tional referendum in 1996 
and June's parliamentary 
elections. 

Despite the release earlier 
this year of FIS leader 
Sheikh Abassi Madani, no 
progress has been made 
towards bringing the 
banned group back into the 
political mainstream. 

However, the vote comes 
amid growing tension and 
violence with several 
reports of. clashes between 
the more radical Armed 
Islamist Group and the 


army. At least 10 candidates 
standing in Thursday's elec- 
tion have also been killed in 
recent days. 

The AIS said it had called 
October's ceasefire in order 
to expose the role of the 
GIA in the series of bloody 
massacres that occurred in 
recent months in which 
hundreds died. 

According to El Houari 
the GIA is still active in the 
east and west of the country 
where it has an underground 
guerrilla group. He added 
thar the group which could 
have as many as 15,000 
fighters were little present 
around the capital. 

In 1992, the FIS was 
banned by the government 
after it cancelled general 
elections the FIS was sure 
to win. sparking the Islamist 
anti-government campaign 
in which an estimated 
65,000 have died. 

Since being banned, the 


FIS has played no pan in 
mainstream politics and 
fielded no candidates in the 
various elections held since 
1995. 

Of late, it has called for a 
boycott of the local vote but 
is also looking to the 
international community to 
help find a solution to end 
the violence in Algeria. 

“The good offices of the 
international community 
are essential for putting 
pressure on the regime so 
that the crisis in Algeria can 
be solved through political 
means,” El Houari said. 

“France, Great Britain and 
the United States have the 
means to put pressure on the 
Algerian regime ” he added. 

One of the party’s other 
demands is for an 
international investigation 
into the massacres that have 
claimed the lives of so 
many civilians and others 
during the crisis. 



A militant of the Algerian party National Gathering for Democracy (RND) pastes a poster on an electoral billboard 
in Algiers on Ibesday. Campaigning is underway prior to the Algerian municipal election scheduled for October 23 
(Reuters photo) 


Hamas denies report that millions embezzled from its accounts 


Egypt’s Musa assails 
Israeli ‘brute force’ 


TEL AVIV (R) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
s lamme d Israel on Monday 
for 4 ‘provocative policies of 
brute force” that he said were 
eroding the chances of teach- 
ing a peace deal with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Musa unleashed his 
withering attack on Prime 
Minis ter Beny amin 

Netanyahu's government 
while in Israel for the gala 
inauguration of the Peres 
Centre for Peace, a private 
institute established by Nobel 
Peace laureate Shimon Peres. 

“The Middle East stands 
today at a very dangerous 
crossroads,” Ml Mousa told 
scores of Israeli, Palestinian 
and foreign dignitaries in a 
Tel Aviv hoteL 

Mr. Musa blamed Mr. 
Netanyahu, who ousted 
Israel's dovish Labour gov- 
ernment in 1996, for stalling 
on carrying out die historic 
interim Pales tin ia n-I srael i 
peace deals of which Ml 
P eres was an architect. 

‘To delay the implementa- 
tion of agreements is to render 
them meaningless... telling all 
of us not to rely too much on 
understandings readied or 
agreements signed,” Me 
M usa said. 

Ml Netanyahu did not 
attend the ceremony. 

Ml Musa accused Ml 
N etanyahu of eroding the ter- 
ritorial viability of the West 
Bank and Gaza — captured 
by Israel in 1967 and wanted 
by Palestinians for a future 
stale — by expanding Jewish 
settlements and confiscating 
Arab lands. 

“Provocative polides of 


brute force which kindle the 
fire of frustration and despair 
must be abandoned,” the min- 
ister said “Let us not forget 
that despair and frustration 
are the midwives of vio- 
lence.” 

He said Jewish settlements 
were eroding “the possibility 
of reaching any settlement at 
all” and backed a U.S. call for 
an Israeli ‘time-out” to settle- 
ment construction in order to 
relaunch peace talks on a final 
Palestmian-lsraeli peace. 

He earlier had a brief meet- 
ing with Israeli Foreign Min- 
ister David Levy but stressed 
that his visit was an unofficial 
one whose main purpose was 
the opening of the peace cen- 
tre. 

“We hope that there is 
something new and serious 
that will indicate to us and the 
region that peace is moving 
forward but until now we do 
not see any indication of 
that” Ml Musa raid reporters 
with Ml Levy at his side. 

The Egyptian diplomat said 
the burden was on Israel’s 
shoulders to restore the confi- 
dence needed to advance the 
faltering peace process. 

“It is your government that 
bears foe greater share of 
responsibility in restoring this 
faith that has been lost 
because of negative policies,” 
Ml Musa said in his address. 

Palestmian-lsraeli peace 
moves ground to a bait last 
March when Ml Netanyahu 
gave the green light to build a 
new Jewish settlement on the 
hilltop of Jabal Abu Ghneim 
in Arab east Jerusalem. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Hamas denied 
Tuesday reports that some 
of the group’s leaders had 
embezzled S30 million in 
contributions from sympa- 
thisers around the world. 

“Hamas denies this report 
and affirms that the only 
reason for such invented 
stories is to harm the move- 
ment and to sabotage its 
political and operational 
victories which have 


BEIRUT (R) — A former 
Palestinian guerrilla who 
Monday was shot with his 
brother in Beirut by gun- 
men using silenced pistols 
died of his wounds 
overnight security sources 
said Tuesday. 

The sources said 

Nasseredinne Mohammad 
Banna died in hospital. His 
brother. Omar. died 

instantly when two uniden- 
tified gunmen opened fire 
on their car with pistols 


BAGHDAD f AFP) — Syria 
and Lebanon are expected to 
participate for the first time 
in years in an international 
fair here next month, fair 
director Fawzi Hussein AI 
Zaber said Tuesday. 

Mr. Zaher said 24 coun- 
tries will attend including 
Algeria. Egypt. Jordan, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Sudan 
and Tunisia, as will the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity. 


embarrassed the Zionist 
enemy.” the group said in a 
statement faxed to news 
organisations. 

Hamas, acronym for the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, was responding to an 
article published Monday 
in the Italian newspaper 
Coni ere Della Sera report- 
ing that leaders of the 
movement based outside 
the Palestinian territories 
had siphoned off S30 mil- 


carrying silencers Monday. 

The sources said Monday 
the two were members of 
the Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRO led by guer- 
rilla leader Sabri Banna, or 
Abu NidaL who is wanted 
by international intelli- 
gence agencies for alleged- 
ly carrying out attacks on 
Israeli and Western targets. 

But Prosecutor General 
Adnan Bitar said Tuesday 
initial investigations 
showed that the slain men 


Syria will be attending for 
the first time in 17 years, 
while Lebanon will be rep- 
resented for the first time in 
several years, he said. 

Mr. Zaher said Syria will 
get one of the most impor- 
tant pavilions. 

Other countries participat- 
ing in the fair are Azerbai- 
jan, China, Greece, Iran, 
Italy, India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Russia. South 


lion from the group’s 
accounts. 

The sum represents half 
the S60 million collected 
annually to support Hamas' 
social and religious pro- 
grammes as well as its vio- 
lent campaign of opposition 
to peace accords with 
Israel. 

The Corriere Della Sera 
said Hamas leaders in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
discovered that the funds 


were relatives of Abu Nidal 
but had quit his group and 
arrived in Lebanon from 
Libya 10 months ago. 

No one has been detained 
in connection with the 
case, Mr. Bitar told 
reporters. 

The two brothers have 
been selling vegetables in a 
Beirut market since arriv- 
ing in Lebanon, the securi- 
ty sources said. 

The FRC, which is vio- 
lently opposed to peace 


Korea, Spain. Turkey and 
Vietnam. 

This is the largest number 
of countries so far to attend 
the annual fair, which has 
gone ahead despite, the 
international embargo 
imposed on Iraq in 1990 
after it invaded Kuwait. 

Syria broke off diplomatic 
relations with Iraq in 1980 
but the two countries began 
a rapprochement this year, 
reopening their border in 


were missing early this year 
after noticing a fall off in 
contributions reaching their 
institutions. 

The newspaper said the 
Hamas leadership interro- 
gated Imad Alarm, power- 
ful head of the movement's 
Damascus office, about the 
whereabouts of the missing 
money and the activities of 
two London-based media 
groups. Al Quds Press and 
Inteipal, which allegedly 


negotiations with IsraeL 
split from Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat's 
mainstream Fateh move- 
ment in 1973. 

Inter-Palestinian feuds 
have claimed the lives of 
several officials and mem- 
bers of rival groups in 
Lebanon in recent years. 
Lebanon is home to 
356,000 Palestinian 

refugees confined to 12 
camps. 


June which had been closed 
since 1982. 

Iraq took part in Damas- 
cus's international fair in 
September. 

Iraqi-Lebanese relations, 
broken off in 1994. have 
also begun to improve with 
the wanning of Iraqi-Syrian 
ties. 

Syria is the dominant 
influence in Lebanon and 
has 35,000 soldiers sta- 
tioned there. 


serve as front groups for 
Hamas fbndraising. 

The Hamas statement 
released Tuesday said the 
movement had no connec- 
tion to either Al Quds Press 
or Interpol. 

According to Corriere 
Della Sera, an internal 
Hamas investigation found 
that large sums of money 
had been siphoned off into 
the personal accounts of 
officials abroad and had 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli Defence Min- 
ister Yitzhak Mordechai on 
Tuesday ruled out with- 
drawing Israeli troops uni- 
laterally from the Jewish 
state’s self-declared securi- 
ty zone in south Lebanon. 

“From the information I 
have and from what I hear 
and know, we have no such 
option,” Mr. MonJechai 
told Israel’s army radio. 

“We don't have the luxu- 
ry to cany out a unilateral 
action with the implication 
of possibly endangering 
communities on the north- 
ern border," he said. 

Mr. Mordechai. regarded 
as a moderate in Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's right-wing 
government, said a pull- 
back without an agreement 
with the Lebanese govern- 
ment could force Israel “to 
later wage a much heavier 
battle.” 

Israel carved out its self- 
declared “security” zone in 
south Lebanon in 1985 to 


been used among other 
things to buy property in 
Europe. South America and 
Asia. 

Hamas is the biggest 
opposition group to the 
Palestinian National 

Authority and has killed 
scores of Israelis in suicide 
bombings and other attacks 
since President Yasser 
Arafat reached his first 
peace aereement with Israel 
in 1993. 


prevent guerrillas from 
making cross-border 
attacks. 

Hizbollah fighters, fight- 
ing to oust Israel from the 
zone, have killed 39 Israeli 
soldiers this year — more 
than in any other single 
year since 1 985 — prompt- 
ing calls in Israel for a uni- 
lateral withdrawal. 

Lebanese leaders have 
rejected Mr. Netanyahu’s 
feeler to have Lebanon 
deploy troops in the south 
and disarm Hizbollah in 
exchange for an Israeli pull- 
out, insisting Israel simulta- 
neously withdraw' from the 
Golan Heights captured 
from Syria in 1967. 

Lebanon has repeatedly 
rejected any agreement 
with Israel for a withdrawal 
from south Lebanon that 
doesn't include a return by 
Israel of the Golan Heights 
to Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu is on 
record as opposing a with- 
drawal from the strategic 
Heights. 


Palestinian wounded in Beirut attack dies 


Israel rules out unilateral 
pullback from Lebanon 


24 countries to attend Iraiqi international fair 



22:20 Istanbul iTKj 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 7731U-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10... Jonny Quest 

14:30— Super Dave 

15:00 Secrets of Treasure Island 

15:30 -..Super Dave 

16:00 Monsters Today 

16:30 Border Town 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

15:30 News Headlines 

15:35 .Neighbours 

20:00 Grace Under Fire 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 KungFu3 

22:00 News in En gli sh 

22:30 Land’s End 

23:15 American Gothic 

23:59.. End of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:22 Fajr 

05:40 . — (Sunrise)Duha 

11:20 ............ „.X)huhr 

14:31 *Asr 

17.-01 Maghreb 

18:18. L Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth 
Chnrch Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church TeL 
661757. 

■ftnra Sanda QmrefaTeL 622366 


Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International 

Church TeL 5516245 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation TeL 6S8404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel, 
654932. 

Chnrch of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

Hie Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
It will be relatively cold, skies 
partly cloudy with a chance of 
scattered showers, and winds 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate, and seas calm. 

Amman 11/19 

Aqaba - 17/27 

Deserts 10/22 

Jordan Valley 16/26 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 1 9, Aqaba 25 Humid- 


ity readings: Amman 40 per 
cent, Aqaba 30 percent 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Wissam Hzayyin — 748563 
Dr. Mokbles Mazahrah ...820425 
Dr. Hatim Hannoun ._674984 
Dt Mouther Al Qraini 779959 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Astana pharmacy 637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 
Yacoub pharmacy . — 644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 

Najib pharmacy -847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fawzi AbulHaija .152970 

Al Qnds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safiarini — 987565 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civ0 Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

TYaffic Police 896390 


Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints-.' 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television ...—773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Water Authority 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
6363S1 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Mathas , J- Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Mnasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 
AI-Ahli, Abdali 664 1 64/6 


Italian, Al-Muhajreen777 101/3 

A I -B ashir . 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ebn Sma Hospital(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn A 1 Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at foe 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 


are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:05 Damascus (RJ) 

08:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

08:30 - Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 ........ — Lamaca (RJ) 

14:55 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:30 .Madrid (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:40 Brussels, Geneva 

(RJ) 

18:05 Rome (RJ) 

18:10 ....London, Berlin (RJ) 
18:10 Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

23:15 .Beirut (RJ) 

00:05 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:15 Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

09:30 Ai 'Arish (PF) 

10:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah (1Y) 

10:50 Kuwait (KIT) 

11:00 Jeddah (SV) 

12:10 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

12:15 — ....... Cairo (MS) 

12:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

13:30 Tunis (TU) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:20 Algiers (AH) 

15:30 Dubai (EK) 

16:00 ...... Doha (QR) 

18:30... .Istanbul, Damascus (PK) 

19:40 London (GA) 

20:10 .. BeinmME) 

20:10 ..Paris. Damascus (AF) 


22:25 -.Amsterdam (XL) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

04:15 Ankara (TK) 

06:50 Arasterdara(GA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 .Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv 

(RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 


07:00 Lamaca (Rj) 

08:00 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

09:50 Rome (RJ) 

10:45 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:25 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

20:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ I 

20:10 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 
20:15 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 
20:45 -.Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:50 Bombay (RJ) 

21:05 ....Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 
22:43 Sanaa iRJ) 

Other Flights 

0*50 Lamaca (CY) 

0^:45 Beirut (ME) 


07:50. Amsterdam (GA) 

08:25 London (BA) 

09:00 Damascus. Istanbul (PK) 

10:30 - Al Arish (PFI 

11:00.... Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 

11:50 Kuwait (KU) 

12:30 Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

14: !0 Tel Aviv (LY) 

14130 Tunis (TU) 

14:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Shariqah (AH) 

16:45 Dubai (EK) 

16:50 .Doha (QR) 

19:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

20:40 Denpasar (GA) 

22:55 .. Damascus, Paris (AF) 
23:25 Damascus, Amsterdam (KL) 

25:25 Ankara (TK) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

05:15 .Istanbul (TK) 

Royal Wings CRW) 

06:45 — -A mman (Marka Air- 
port) 1 ! RW) 

08:15 . Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
16:45 ....Amman (Marks Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:55 „.TeI Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW 
21:50 Aqaba (RW 
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Queen issues call for peace 
dialogue, confidence-building 


Cabinet hears details of Majali’s tour, 
upcoming Jordan-Bahrain meeting 


LONDON (Petra) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor called 
for promoting dialogue and 
confidence -bull ding 
between the peace process 
parties, a step that will 
enable the region’s govern- 
ments to make hard deci- 
sions for the interest of 
peace and confronting 
extremist policies. 

“Promoting the peace 
process is probably one of 
the things that can be done 
to resolve the problem of the 
dislocated and the Palestin- 
ian diaspora- Forty-one per 
cent of Palestinians in the 
diaspora have found shelter 
and refuge in Jordan,” 


Queen Noor said in an inter- 
view with foe BBC pro- 
gramme, Hard Talk, 

“That has been an enor- 
mous burden at different 
occasions, both on our econ- 
omy and social services, and 
has had a tremendous, nega- 
tive impact on foe- quality of 
life of foe famili es of foe 
country and on poverty and 
unemployment," she said. 

“On the other hand, they 
have also made contribu- 
tions to the economy and to 
the country, and at the same 
time, are committed to 
returning home,” Queen 
Noor added. 

“They are living in 13 


camps in Jordan, for exam- 
ple, that provided a tempo- 
rary shelter for them. They 
have become semi-perma- 
nent, and 1 think we all have 
to hope and pray that there 
will be no more permanent 
refugees, that in fact they 
will return home or at least 
be able to build a new future 
based on a more hopeful and 
peaceful Middle Ea s t,” the . 
Queen said. 

“I have leamt a great deal 
about Islam and its tradition 
and history that 1 did not 
know before I married,” she 
said. 

“Over time, 1 have increas- 
ingly and consistently felt 


that the decision I made to 
become a Muslim was right 
for me and right for my fam- 
ily, and one that has enabled 
me to contribute, perhaps, to 
promoting understanding of 
one of the world’s great reli- 
gions, one which has offered 
so much to so many, yet is 
also little understood. 

“In fact, in many ways, it 
revolutionised and liberated 
attitudes toward women in 
the seventh century and 
accorded them rights that 
they had to wait for many 
centuries later in foe West- 
ern world," Queen Noor 
concluded. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Tues- 
day heard a briefing by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali on his tour 
of a number of gover- 
norares, where be inspect- 
ed preparations for foe 
upcoming general elec- 
tions. 

The Cabinet, meeting in 
its regular session, also 
heard from Foreign Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh on his 
visit to Bahrain and dis- 
cussed next month’s meet- 
ing of the Joint Higher Jor- 
dan- Bahrain Committee, 
when the two sides are 
expected to conclude three 
agreements dealing with 
foe protection of invest- 


ments, land transport, and 
cooperation in. cultural 
fields. 

At the upcoming joint 
committee meeting, foe 
delegates will also prepare 
three draft agreements on 
averting dual taxation and 
cooperation in the fields of 
health and tourism. 

The Cabinet discussed a 
strategy by the Ministry of 
Culture and Youth and set 
up a ministerial committee 
to prepare a draft speech to 
be delivered from the 
Throne at the opening of 
foe 13th Parliament 

Acting upon recommen- 
dations from Minister of 
Culture and Youth Qasem 
Abu Ein, foe Cabinet 


approved the presentation 
of the state’s 1997 awards 
to the following: 

The award for literature 
to Elias Farkouh, the 
award for social sciences 
jointly to Khaled Zou'bi 
and Ali Shatanawi. and foe 
award for arts to Hatem 
Sayed. Each of these 
awards is worth JD1 0,000. 

Acting Minister of State 
for Information Affairs 
Naser Lawzi told reporters 
after the meeting that the 
government welcomes any 
action by Arab countries 
aimed at coordinating foe 
Arab World's stands, the 
establishment of joint eco- 
nomic institutions to pro- 
mote trade and invest- 


ments, and the creation of 
an Arab common market. 

The Aqaba airport is 
technically and adminis- 
tratively ready to start 
receiving Israeli civilian 
aircraft and now it is up to 
Israel to decide on the date 
for the airport to begin 
receiving passengers head- 
ing for Israeli destinations, 
he stated. 

On Jordanian detainees 
in Israeli jails, foe minister 
said only a small number 
of them are still in jail, but 
the two governments are in 
constant communication 
on this issue, adding that 
Jordan will be informed of 
the date of their release. 


Engineers association suspends 455 Baroque 
more members for not paying fees orchestra 


Ensour urges conservation of water resources 


By Aha Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Engineers Association (JEA) 
has taken further steps and 
suspended 455 of its regis- 
ters! members for failing to 
pay their membership fees for 
15 years or more. 

This is foe second such pro- 
cedure in three months, fol- 
lowing earlier suspensions of 
300 JEA members who 
Deglected to pay, some for as 
Jong as 20 years. 

According to JEA Vice 
President Husni Abu Gheida. 
“JEA law demands that each 
member pay his or her dues 
within two years of registra- 
tion. If the members fail to 
pay, then we have to suspend 

them" 

He said the action taken by 
foe JEA should have been 
implemented much sooner, 
but the association showed 
leniency and restraint because 
of foe current economic situa- 
tion. 

“Nonetheless, we have 
obligations to other members 
who pay. and we also have to 
consider the social welfare 
and retirement fees. If mem- 
bers refuse to pay, then the 
rights of such services will be 
taken away, including the title 
of engineer.” he said. 

Bassam Riadh Mifleh, one 
of the suspended engineers. 


said “the JEA cannot take 
away foe title of an engineer, 
since one acquires such a title 
from the university one went 
to and not from the associa- 
tion. What they can do is stop 
us from practising the profes- 
sion.” 

He said this would not affect 
him since he no longer practis- 
es the profession and has his 
own private business. 

According to the law, an 
engineer who is not a member 
of the association cannot prac- 
tise the profession. 

The registration fee for the 
JEA is JD30 per year, with a 
fine of JDI5 for those who do 
not pay. which adds up to 
JIMS per year multiplied by 
the number of years foe mem- 
ber neglected to pay. 

Mr. Mifleh said he won't 
pay the money regardless of 
the consequences and no 
longer cares if they suspend 
him or not. 

He criticised the way the 
association handled the situa- 
tion, saying “they should have 
sent each member a notice and 
infiamed him or her of the 
amount of money owed.” 

Mr. Abu Gheida said the 
JEA cannot notify its mem- 
bers individually and added 
that he found it odd that they 
were not aware of the law or 
the obligations of member- 
ship. He stated that foe JEA 
had issued warnings in local 


papers more than once. 

T amim Rifa’i, another sus- 
pended engineer, said he will 
not pay his dues because he 
does not believe in the associ- 
ation or in being a part of it, 
saying “membership has to be 
optional and not compulsory.” 

He said he registered with 
the association in 1982 
according to the law and was 
keen od practising the profes- 
sion, but now things are differ- 
ent 

He changed his profession 
and said he no longer believes 
in being a part of such an asso- 
ciation, “because it does not 
necessarily reflect my point of 
views. In feet, it is for more 
politically-oriented than pro- 
fessional it reflects policies of 
political parties and holds its 
own elections on the basis of 
politics.” 

Many of the suspended 
engineers listed in the papers 
either live abroad and have no 
way of knowing the situation 
or changed profession and do 
not care if they are suspended. 

Mr. Abu Gheida referred to 
the 300 engineers suspended 
earlier, saying only 30 paid. 

“Nonetheless, the action 
taken is the first step. Then we 
send them court notices, 
which are effective for three 
months, and if they do not 
respond, their membership is 
revoked,” he added. 


Archaeology group to hold 
Hijaz railway lecture today 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A lecture enti- 
tled “Lines Across foe Sand: 
The Hijaz Railway,” by Robert 
Jackson, is to be held today 
under foe patronage of Minister 
of Transport and Telecommu- 
nication Bassam Saket. at the 
Friends of Archaeology (FOA) 
centre. 

Mr. Jackson has conducted 
several studies related to the 
Hijaz railway and guided many 
groups to the site as a lecturer. 

The lecture is organised by 
the FOA and will include an 
illustrated table with colour 
slides and transparencies and 
will cover foe building and his- 
tory of the railway to foe pre- 
sent, Me Jackson said 

“From the touristic point of 
view, there could be a great 
potential and perhaps even 
some regular local traffic, given 
foe right funding and condi- 
tions," be stated. 

He added that “as an histori- 
cal railway, it is part of Jordan’s 


heritage and will soon be cele- 
brating its centenary." 

Having had a lifetime of 
interest in railways, Mr. Jack- 
son builds and runs locomo- 
tives and rolling stock as a 
hobby. 

His' interest in the Hijaz rail- 
way began with his first visit to 
Jordan, he said 

The Friends of Archaeology 
I FOA ) was founded in 1958 by 
a small group of international 
and Jordanian archaeologists 
and residents who wanted to 
expand awareness and enjoy- 
ment of the Kingdom's rich 
heritage among the general 
public. Sama' Abu Sharar, FOA 
director said 

The objectives of FOA are to 
protect and preserve the archae- 
ological sites in Jordan, support 
archaeological excavations and 
contribute to the restoration and 
conservation of archaeological 
sites, promote the cultural her- 
itage, and raise community 
awareness, Ms. Abu Sharar 
explained 

The centre's current activities 


are field trips, lectures, and 
activities for school teachers, 
students, and parents. 

FOA future plans include: 

-Building a national coalition 
of non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) that work for the 
protection of cultural and natur- 
al heritage. 

-Promoting FOA and other 
NGOs as a national forum for 
open discussion and consen- 
sus-building on issues related 
to heritage protection. 

-Contributing to revision of 
the antiquities law. 

-Working with other relevant 
parties to develop a national 
park manageiripin t and protec- 
tion system in Jordan. 

-Establishing a network of 
volunteer culture monitors. 

-Developing educational 
materials and programmes for 
students. 

FOA is a member of tire 
World Conservation Union and 
other environmental NGOs in 
Jordan, Ms. Abu Sharar con- 
cluded 


IT AT 


going 


FILMS 

* "Une Affaire de Femmes" at 
the French Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Wabdeh, at 8:30 p.m. 

* Children's film “Here Comes 
Noddy Again” at foe British 
Council Jabal Amman at 5:00 
pan. 

EUROPEAN FILM 
FESTIVAL 

* British film: “Sense and Sen- 
sibility” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 4:30 pm 

CONCERTS 

* Musical performance by 
Freddy Few Music at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m 

* Concert by the European 
Unioa Baroque Orchestra at 
Prince Hassan Audi tori uni. Uni- 


versity of Jordan (contact the 
auditorium for performance time). 

lecture 

* “Lines Across foe Sand The 
Hijaz Railway" by Robert Jack- 
son at foe Friends of Archaeology 
Centre at 6:00 pm (Tel 696682). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works bv Bahraini artist 
Sheikh Rashid Al Khahfa at Darat 
Af Funum. Jabal WdWeh. until 
Nov. 15. (Tel 64325 Id. 

* Ceramics exhibition by Ra'd 
Dlainii at Orfah Ait Gallery, 
Umm Ufoeina. until Oct. 30. 

* “Oriental Gera Trees" by Lat- 
ifi Hamdan at foe Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Qrt. 23. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Walid 

Nasrallah at Hammourabi Ait 

Gallery. Gardens Street, until Oct. 


28. 

* Paintings by Abdul Qader 
Bakheet at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Ocl 30. 

* Works by Iraqi artist AE Al- 
Ebadi at Baladna Art Gallery, 
Gardens Street, until Oct 23 (Tel 
5537598). 

* "The Project of the Essence: 
Aspects of the Italian Paintings in 
foe 90s," at foe Faculty of Fine 
Arts, Yarmouk University, until 
Oct 22. 

* Exhibition of paintings and 
weaving entitled “Murmurs of 
Our Land" by Riham Ghassib and 
Rani Hami ria at Bani Hamida 
House (Tel 6588967), until Oct 
30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters 
of the 20th century entitled “Aura 
Mednerriknia" at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
until Ocl 28 (.except Tuesdays). 



The participants of the three-day seminar ‘Scientific Day on Water’ listen to sever- 
al speakers, including Deputy Prime Minister for Services and Minister of Admin- 
istrative Development Abdullah Ensour, discuss the present and fixture water situa- 
tion in the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


to perform 
in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Union Baroque Orchestra 
(EUBO) rernms to Jordan for 
foe second tune this year for a 
concert today at the Prince Has- 
san Auditorium, University of 
Jordan, accoiding to a press 
release Sunday. 

The concert wall be held 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and is 
open to public, the statement 
continued. 

The orchestra was created in 
1985 as part of European Music 
Year and has since continued as 
a training initiative of the Euro- 
pean Parliament and European 
Commission. It is reformed 
each year, providing some 25 
members with the opportunity 
to participate in one season 
with EUBO as abridge into the 
baroque music profession, 
according to the press release. 

The concert will comprise 
mainly ’strings, with some 
instruments dating back to the 
17th and 18th centuries. Under 
director and violin soloist 
Andrew Manze, foe orchestra 
will present pieces by Fux. 
Handel Biber. Haydn and 
Mozart according to the 
announcement 

EUBO debuted in Jordan last 
August when they gave two 
concerts under foe auspices of 
the Jerash Festival the state- 
ment concluded. 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputy Prime Minister 
for Services and Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Abdullah 
Ensour Tuesday called 
on all concerned 
authorities and die pub- 
lic to intensify their 
efforts to protect Jor- 
dan’s water resources. 

At the opening ses- 
sion of a three-day sem- 
inar entitled “Scientif- 
ic Day on Water,” Dr. 
Ensour said the govern- 
ment was dedicated to 
safeguarding existing 
water resources, since 
water is of paramount 
importance. 

At present, Jordan 
uses 750 million cubic 
metres (mcm) of water 
annually and has plans 
for developing water 
resources in two stages, 
one ending by the year 
2010 and the other by 
2020, according to the 
minister. 

He told the meeting, 
organised by the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) and held at the 
University of Jordan, 
that if the Kingdom fol- 
lows the right course of 
water conservation, 
builds dams to collect 
rain water, and is care- 
ful in water distribu- 
tion, by 2020 it can 
make 1100 mcm avail- 
able. 

However, the minister 
warned that the country 
will continue facing 


shortages after the year 
2020 unless new water 
resources are found. 

Hosni . Abu Gbida. 
JEA deputy president, 
echoed Dr. Ensour’ s 
call, stressing the need 
for spreading aware- 
ness among the public 
on the need to 
economise water use 
and urging the con- 
cerned authorities to 
employ advanced tech- 
nology to protect the 
environment. 

During the three-day 


meeting, delegates from 
Jordan; Palestine, -Iraq, 
and Syria, in addition 
to representatives of the 
United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme 
(UNDP), will review 20 
research papers on the 
water situation in gen- 
eral, including water in 
the Azraq basin north 
east of Amman, man- 
agement of water 
resources, rationalising 
the use of water for 
domestic, industrial, 
and agricultural pur- 


poses, water prices,, and 
waste water treatment, 
as well as the effects of 
fertilisers - and pesti- 
cides on water 
resources. 

Representatives from 
the Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia 

(ESCWA), the Ministry 
of Agriculture, the 
Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety, and the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation are 
also attending the semi- 
nar. 


Workshop examines media’s role in promoting women’s equality 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

TAYBEH — Agreeing that 
a common terminology 
coupled with innovative 
methods are needed to pro- 
mote women's issues, some 
20 representatives of the 
mass media in Jordan and 
specialists in women's 
issues explored ways by 
which the media could play 
a constructive role in 
advancing the cause of 
women. 

During an intensive two- 
day workshop held in Tay- 
bet 2am an over the week- 
end, journalists, sociolo- 
gists, and women activists 
identified the ways women 
are stereotyped in the 
media and the means to 
correct iL 

In his assessment of the 
present stereotypical 
images, sociologist Helmi 
Sari noted that women are 
being either portrayed in an 
oversimplified or exagger- 
ated manner in the madia 

According to the sociolo- 
gist, the media, particularly 
the press, depicts women as 
"inferior, simple, lazy, 
emotional, and submis- 
sive.” 

“These oversimplified 
and generalised concepts 
have affected women’s self- 
perception and interaction 
in society,” he pointed out. 

Dr. Sari explained that as 
a consequence of repeated 
exposure to these stereotyp- 
ical images, women are 
unconsciously emulating 
these negative roles and 
men are accepting them. 

Another negative impact 
of this stereotyping, he 
said, is that a woman loses 
confidence in herself, and 


demands to be treated like 
the “good housewife” 
image created in the media. 

Dr. Sari urged journalists 
to work on dismantling 
these stereotypes rather 
than perpetuating them. 

In her capacity as mem- 
ber of the Lebanese Women 
Research Forum (LWRF), 
Anisa - Amin took this, 
analysis one step further, 
stressing that the most 
harmful stereotype is the 
“good/bad girl” model por- 
trayed in the media. 

The media is marketing 
an “artificial culture” to 
both men and women of 
what the model woman is, 
Dl Amin said 

“A woman is embodied as 
foe pure virgin and is simul- 
taneously shown as a sex 
symbol” she said. 

This paradoxical image, 
she added, has seeped into 
foe male and female psyche 
and effected their percep- 
tion of what a women is or 
should be. She added that 
television is foe primary 
source of this “artificial cul- 
ture” and foe effects are 
being seen in Lebanese 
society as young teenage 
girls try to duplicate foe sex 
symbol image. 

In a survey conducted by 
foe LWRF with the partici- 
pation of both educated and 
illiterate Lebanese women, 
it was found that women 
believed a “strong and suc- 
cessful woman” to be one 
that is cultured and has 
presence, she said. 

Others held that a strong 
wo man was one that could 
tease a man, but never let 
him dominate her. The third 
interpretation was that it is 
“foe poor, clever girl that 
ends up marrying a prince” 


image that really portrayed 
what a successful woman 
was. 

Dr. Amin pronounced all 
three interpretations . as 
indicators of how influen- 
tial foe media has been in 
formulating these images. 
She also noted that confi- 
dence and development, 
exhibited as masculine 
characteristics in foe media, 
are adopted by women who 
are being labelled as defiant 
and challenging because of 
this. 

On foe other band, kind- 
ness and caring, qualities 
attributed to women, are 
being adopted by some men 
and definitely not foe 
media. Dr. Amin stated. In 
contrast to foe defiant man- 
ner of women fighting pub- 
licly to be acknowledged as 

productive members of 
society, men show these 
qualities in foe privacy of 
foe home rather than in foe 
public eye. 

The role of the media in 
the advancement of 
women's issues was also 
discussed in context to 
development. Editor-in- 
Chief of AI Dustor newspa- 
per Nahil Sharif spoke of 
men and women as partners 
in development 

“In Jordan, men and 
women are not equal part- 
ners in development" he 
said, maintainin g that 
women are perceived as 
accessories rather than 
active and productive mem- 
bers of society. 

Dl Sharif asserted that 
the image of women in foe 
media has manif ested itself 
negatively in foe integration 
of women in development 
Supporting the analysis 
given by his colleagues on 


female stereotyping, Dc. 
Sharif pointed to the dan- 
gerous consequences of foe 
superficial portrayal of 
women that focuses on foe 
emotional and vulnerable 
character of the housewife, 
which women are uncon- 
sciously adopting. 

One way of making 
women equal partners in 
development he said, was 
integrating women in polit- 
ical life. “Unfortunately, 
nothing much is being done 
to advance this cause,” Dr. 
Sharif stated. 

He stressed that women 
are not doing enough to 
advance their cause and in 
many instances do not pre- 
sent a united front 

‘‘Women in political orga- 
nizations are either not 
doing anything, or are more 
concerned with scoring a 
point against another simi- 
lar organization,” he stated. 

Participants agreed foat 
foe media should highlight 
foe common and serious 
problems foat women 
endure in Jordanian society. 

Sociologist Mousa Shtei- 
wi declared that women’s 
issues do not pertain to 
women only, but also to 
men. 

In a recent survey. Dr. 
Shteiwi found foat Jordan- 
ian society believed 
women’s issues were those 
dealing with education, 
limited personal freedom, 
including oppression by 
men, and foe lack of social 
flexibility to move within a 
communal setting. 

Findings indicated foe 
absence of female partici- 
pation in political life and 
in the labour force. The 
sociologist stated that only 
a small percentage referred 


to violence against women 
as a major issue. 

“These issues are societal 
concerns and do not apply 
to women only,” Dr. Shtei- 
wi emphasised, adding that 
foe impact of these issues is 
directly generated in soci- 
ety at large. 

“If there is to be justice 
and equality in society, then 
there should be no discrim- 
ination. Women’s issues are 
also directly related to men 
and foe media can play a 
positive role here,” he said. 

The workshop concluded 
foat foe media was not 
doing enough to support 
women’s causes in Jordan, 
-jit was strongly felt foat foe 
media has the power to 
eradicate artificial images 
of women and project 
women as productive mem- 
bers of society. 

Another conclusion was 
foat equality does not mean 
foat a wo man had to let go 
of her femininity. 

“A woman’s demand for 
equality does not imply a 
war between foe sexes, but 
many men perceive foe 
changing role of women as 
a threat to them," Dr. Shtei- 
wi said, explaining that this 
change necessarily implies 
a change in men and their 
perception of what a 
woman's role should be in 
society. 

This event was organized 
by the Horizon Cultural 
Centre and the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation, 
whose stated belief is that 
the media has a definite role 
in supporting women’s 
issues and thus advancing 
democracy in Jordan. 



4 World News 


B 


China warns U.S. over 
Taiwan ahead of summit 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
warned the United States 
Tuesday the issue of Taiwan 
remained critical for 
Beijing ahead of the summit 
meeting between President 
Jiang Zemin and his U.S. 
counterpart Bill Clinton. 

It also called on the 
United States to lift sanc- 
tions on nuclear power 
cooperation ahead of the 
Ocl 29 summit and brushed 
off the impact of demon- 
strations on human rights 
and Tibet. 

“We think the question of 
Taiwan is a critical issue,” 
said Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang. 

“During President Jiang 
Zemin’s visit to the United 
States, he will discuss this 
with U.S. officials,” he 
added. 

While China puts die 
nationalist island of Taiwan 
as the number one obstacle 
to improved ties, the United 
States is pushing for 
unproved human rights and 
an- opening of markets to 
redress its massive trade 
deficit 

However, both sides have 
moved towards a broader 
picture of cooperation in the 
last 18 months and repeat- 
edly state that no one issue 
will be allowed to sour the 
whole relationship. 

Expectations are also hig6 
the United States may use 
the summit to lift sanctions 
on the transfer of nuclear 
power technology to China 
which were imposed in 
1989 after the Tiananmen 
Square massacre. 

Washington's top negotia- 
tor on the nuclear ban. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State Bob Einhoru, 
arrived here last Sunday and 
is in intensive negotiations, 
U.S. embassy sources said. 

While U.S. officials warn 
an imminent agreement is 
not guaranteed, an ending 
of the ban has been widely 
tipped to coincide with Mr. 
Jiang’s Washington visit 
and China has already 


offered to boost its trans- 
parency with end-user certi- 
fication. 

“The view of the Chinese 
government is that to come 
to an agreement on this 
issue before the Jiang visit 
will be beneficial to ties." 
Mr. Shen said, adding it 
would also provide a “great 


boost” to economic and 
trade ties and start to redress 
the trade deficit. 

But he appeared to reject 
U.S. demands to release top 
dissidents, saying this was 
entirely a matter for the 
judicial departments. 

"The government will not 
interfere and cannot inter- 


U.N. mission peeks! 

inside China ’s gulag 

GENEVA (AFP) — A ground-breaking U.N. human rights 
mission has visited some 30 convicts in China, during a 
fact-finding trip to prisons that once were off-limits to for- 
eigners, a U.N. spokesman said Tuesday. 

Political prisoners were among those interviewed by two 
members of the U.N. Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention, but it was unclear if they included high-profile 
dissidents such as Wei Jingsheng and Wang Dam said die 
spokesman, John Mills. 

Comprising the working group’s Chairman Kapil SIba, 
from India, and vice chairman Louis Joiner, from-France, 
the mission wound up its 11-day trip — conducted aij 
Beijing’s invitation — Thursday. • .. . . 

It was the first such mission by U.N. experts on aftmraiy 
detention, and thus was being seen as a step towards lijbtter 
cooperation between China and the international commu^ 
rnty on the thorny issue of human rights. 

It had been preceded by an advance trip by Mr. Joinetlast 
year, and by a 1993 visit by a U.N. rapporteur focusing cm 
religious freedoms. 

Mr. Siba and Mr. Joinet notably got into prisons- Which 
had never before been visited by foreign delegations. 
These visits had been authorised following negotiations 
with Chinese leaders who accepted changes to a scbednted 
which they had first proposed, Mr. Mills said. 

The U.N. envoys were able to meet in private wife pris- 
oners of their choice. Overall, some 30 inmates, including 
political prisoners, were interviewed, Mr. Mills said.' . 

In Tibet, scene of popular discontent with Chinese rule, 
Mr. Siba and Mr. Joinet met four or five prisoners out of -a 
list which they bad submitted to the government he added. 

Their travels took them to Beijing. Shanghai, the Tibetan 
capita] Lhasa, and Chengdu, capital city of the 'southwest: 
era province of Sichuan. "■ ‘j 

They sat in on a trial in Beijing and held meetings with 
officials of China's supreme court, prosecutors' service, 
and minis tries of justice, public security and foreign 
affairs. 

They also met judges, prosecutors, lawyers and legal spe- 
cialists. 

The prisons they visited were in Shanghai and -Lhasa* 
whilem Chengdu they inspected a facility for yoimg deSn- 
quents.-and a reeducation centre for womendn Shahgb&i: ■*' 

The envoys are to submit a report to, the next meeting of 
the UJ4. Commission on Human Rights in Genevi next 
[March. ~ 


vene,” he said. 

He also brushed off 
demonstrations planned for 
Mr. Jiang’s state visit saying 
human rights activists 
would have no impact on 
the success of the trip. 

“Demonstrations are very 
commonplace in the United 
States ... We are sure the 
U.S. government will adopt 
measures to ensure the visit 
of President Jiang Zemin is 
a success,” he said. 

Sino-U.S. relations are 
currently enjoying a rebirth 
following almost a decade 
of roller-coaster ties 
sparked by the Tiananmen 
Square demonstrations and 
wrangling over Taiwan. 

The nationalist island split 
from mainland China in 
1949 at the end of a bitter 
civil war and was recog- 
nised by Washington as the 
legitimate government of 
all China until 1979. 

But it has continued to 
divide Beijing and 
Washington, and disputes, 
culminated in 1995 with the 
visit of Taiwanese President 
Lee Teng-Hui to the United 
States. 

The following year, the 
U.S. Navy dispatched two 
aircraft carriers to the 
Taiwan Strait during 
provocative war exercises 
there by Beijing which 
raised regional tensions. 
“We have noted that U.S. 
officials have recently said 
they will follow the princi- 
ples” of the one-China poli- 
cy, Mr. Shen said. 

“The question of Taiwan 
has always been the most 
sensitive issue in the Sino- 
U.S. relationship ... and we 
hope the U.S. will strictly 
abide by its commitments,” 
he added. 

China and the United 
States have signed three 
joint communiques dealing 
mainly - with, -.Taiwan, but 
both sides have ruled out a 
fourth joint communique on 
the subject during the visit 


Searchers find Indonesian 
crash black boxes 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Investigators have found the 
black box recorders from a 
Garuda Airbus A-300B4 
which crashed in North 
Sumatra on Sept 26 killing 
all 234 people on board, an 
airline official said Tuesday. 

“The two recorders were 
found under some one metre 
of soil, the voice recorder at 
11:45 a.m. (0445 GMT) and 
the flight data recorder at 
2:45 pun.,” a Gam da official 
who declined to be named 
told AFP from Medan, North 
Sumatra. 

The official, who is closely 
involved with the search 
efforts, declined to provide 
other details. referring 
enquiries to the Medan 
Garuda office. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — An 
Australian legislator Tuesday 
presented “explosive” docu- 
ments to die state parliament 
here about alleged prominent 
paedophiles whom she said 
were at die heart of a cover- 
up. 

A tearful Franca Arena did 
not name names when she 
presented four folders in the 
New South Wales upper 
house, but said they con- 
tained “explosive material.” 
The documents were 
referred to the police and 
were not immediately made 
available to MB. 

Ms. Arena, who was 
applauded from the public 
gallery, asked for a national 
inquiry into sexual abuse of 
children to be set up. 

Ms. Arena said she had 
received seven boxes of evi- 
dence from paedophile vic- 
tims in recent years, from 
which she was submitting 
four folders to parliament 
Two related to allegations 
of child sex abuse and 


The staff at the Garuda 
office could not immediately 
confirm the report saying 
that the head of the office 
was out attending a meeting. 

The Airbus crashed into a 
mountain in a smog-hit val- 
ley as it was approaching 
Medan on Sept 26. 

The crash was the worst in 
Indonesia’s aviation history. 

The search for the flight 
data and voice recorders has 
been carried out with the 
assistance of experts from 
France, Britain and 
Australia. 

Hundreds of soldiers, 
police, officials and civilian 
volunteers have combed the 
muddy valley where the air- 
craft crashed looking for the 
recorders, which are vital to 


included victims’ statements, 
she said. 

Ms. Arena said the docu- 
ments led her to believe that 
a state royal commission 
headed by Judge James 
Wood “omitted to investi gate 
some high profile pae- 
dophiles — people who have 
been called untouchables.” 

In August the Wood 
inquiry concluded that gen- 
erations of Australian chil- 
dren had suffered enormous 
harm as police and authori- 
ties turned a blind eye to sex 
abuse by people including 
clergymen, church officials 
and teachers. 

Ms* Arena had previously 
told journalists that material 
in the files related to alleged 
paedophile activity by politi- 
cians in the state parliament 
judges and other “promi- 
nent” people. 

Under parliamentary privi- 
lege last month, Ms. Arena 
alleged there had been a 
secret deal involving state 
premier Bob Carr, state 


determining the cause of the 
crash. 

They have so far unearthed 
soil over an area of some 750 
square metres in search of 
the boxes, the head of the 
Medan air base. Lieutenant 
Colonel Benjamin Dandel, 
was quoted by the Antara 
news agency as saying. 

The accident took place in 
poor visibility of around 400 
metres, with the area blan- 
keted by thick smog caused 
by widespread forest fires. 

The leader of the National 
Air Crash Investigation 
Commission, Utoyo Diran. 
has said if found the black 
boxes will be sent abroad as 
Indonesia-' does not have 
facilities to process the data 
in the recorders. 


opposition, leader Peter 
Collins and Wood to sup- 
press the names of high-pro- 
file paedophiles. 

“There won’t be any cover- 
up,” Attorney-General Jeff 
Shaw told the upper bouse. 

He said state Police 
Commissioner Peter Ryan 
would examine material in 
the folders and “if there is 
evidence then it’s a matter 
for the police and the 
courts.” 

After Mr. Ryan reports 
back, the house will decide 
on who can have access to 
the files, he said. 

Mr. Carr has set up an 
inquiry headed by retired 
Judge John Nader to look 
into Ms. Arena’s cover-up 
allegations. 

During Wood's investiga- 
tion. Ms. Arena used parlia- 
mentary privilege to name 
retired Supreme Court Judge 
David Yeldham as a pae- 
dophile. 

Yeldham later killed him- 
self. 


Anti-cancer 
drug may 
have killed 
30 Japanese 

TOKYO (AFP) — An 
Italian anti-cancer drug 
may have killed 30 
Japanese patients suffer- 
ing from leukaemia dur- 
ing chemotherapy due to 
its strong side effects, 
the Health and Welfare 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

Since the drug 
“Idamycin” was first 
introduced to Japan in 
June 1995^ doctors have 
used it on some 500 
leukaemia patients and 
30 have died of septi- 
caemia and pneumonia, 
a ministry official said. 

Idamycin, which is in 
use in nearly 70 coun- 
tries, prevents cancer 
cells from proliferating 
and is usually used on 
patients with acute mye- 
locytic leukaemia, the 
official said. 

“The use of Idamycin 
and other anti-cancer 
drugs can prolong the 
life of patients suffering 
from acute myelocytic 
leukaemia for another 
few years,” he said. 

But the drug can dam- 
age to healthy cells by 
lowering the number of 
white blood cells and 
blood platelets, deterio- 
rating the function of 
bone marrow and weak- 
ening patients’ resis- 
tance, he said. 

After the 30 deaths, 
the ministry has told 
doctors to use the drug 
“with the utmost care 
and attention” and 
ordered a company that 
distributed it to report 
on every case involving 
the drug, the official 
said. 

Kyodo News said 
about 6,000 Japanese 
die of leukaemia each 
year and roughly half 
suffer from myelocytic 
leukaemia. 


Australian MP presents ‘explosive’ 
files on alleged paedophiles 
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A huge skip is delivered to a house in the Molenbeek district of the Belgian capital as 
investigations continue following the discovery of human remains under a concrete 
floor (AFP photo) 


Grisly murders shock 
Belgium once more 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium 
has its share of violent crime, 
but the discovery of bones 
and frozen meat of uncertain 
origin in houses owned by a 
Hungarian-born Protestant 
vicar generated a rash of gris- 
ly headlines Tuesday. 

“Meat in the freezer, blood 
on the walls,” said Gazer Van 
Aanrwerpen. “A house of 
horror in Molenbeek,” said 
LeSoir. 

Het Belang Van Limburg 
went further. “Human flesh 
in the freezer,” it splashed 
across its front page. 

Police arrested Andreas 
Pandy. 70, a naturalised 
Belgian, Iare last week after a 
coordinated search with their 
Hungarian colleagues failed 
to find any trace of his two 
former wives and four of his 
eight children. 

Jos Colpin. spokesman for 
the Brussels public prosecu- 
tor, told .reporters Monday 
that Mr. Pandy was suspected 
of having murdered the six. 
who disappeared without 
trace in the late 1980s. 

Mr. Pandy, who gives 
lessons in religion in several 


ROME (AFP) — Italian 
police Tuesday were rac- 
ing against time to find 
alive an Italian industrial- 
ist held hostage since June 
following the arrest of four 
men suspected of kidnap- 
ping him. 

The four were arrested 
late Monday after a chase 
along the Rome-Aquila 
highway that ended in a 
shootout in a tunnel north 
of the Italian capital. 

Three of the suspects 
were wounded in the gun- 
battle, one of them seri- 
ously. 

They are suspects in the 
kidnapping of industrialist 
Giuseppe Soffiantini. 62, 
who was abducted by 
three armed men from his 
villa near Brescia on June 
17. 


Brussels schools, has always 
insisted they went back ro 
Hungary and he denies 
killing them. 

Police searches of his three 
houses in Brussels have 
uncovered several bones, 
including a human femur, 
and two refrigerators packed 
with meat of unknown ori- 
gin. Blood was found on a 
stairway. 

The discoveries, particular- 
ly the meat in the fridges, 
were reminiscent of the acci- 
dental find in August last 
year of the bodies of three 
women in the freezers of a 
popular Lebanese restaurant 
in Brussels. One of the bod- 
ies had been cut in half. 

At the same time, the sight 
of Belgian police yet again 
digging in the basement of a 
house provoked not only 
comparisons with Britain’s 
“house of horrors” murders 
earlier this decade, but "also of 
a series of paedophile-related 
mufflers revealed over the 
past year in Belgium. 

Such events involving 
missing children and discov- 
eries of bones and body parts 


According to initial 
reports, one of the suspects 
agreed to cooperate with 
police who were focusing 
their search in an area 
between Sienna and 
Grosseto, in Tuscany, in 
hopes of finding the place 
where Soffiantini was 
being held. 

Police posing as the 
hostages’ family members 
tried to trap the kidnappers 
Friday during a ransom 
hand-over but the opera- 
tion failed and one police 
officer was shot and killed. 

Sources close to the 
investigation said the fam- 
ily had convinced the kid- 
nappers after months of 
negotiations to lower the 
ransom demand from 20 
billion lire ($11.6 million ') 
to 10 billion. 


have remained fresh in peo- 
ples minds and provoked out- 
rage when they came to light 
They are also part of a wider 
spate of violent crimes in 
Belgium. 

A series of 28 daylight 
murders at supermarkets, 
known as the “Brabant 
killings”, in the Francophone 
south of the country in the 
middle and late 1980s has 
never been solved. Nor has 
the 1991 gunning down of 
Socialist Party Patriarch 
Andre Cools. 

A report published Monday 
by an all-party parliamentary 
commission investigating the 
investigations of the Brabant 
killings ruled out the popular 
theory they had been com- 
mitted by a right-wing fac- 
tion trying to destabilise the 
country. 

It also said there was no 
proof of another popular the- 
oi y that they had been the 
work of a faction within the 
paramilitaiy gendarmerie, 
and suggested more attention 
be paid ro a number of armed 
and violent gangs active at 
the time. 


Hanoi bans 
toy guns 
to 'protect 
children ' 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam 
said Tuesday it was banning 
toy weapons to protect the 
minds of its children. 

A Trade Ministry official 
told Reuters the ban. which 
covers bamboo and plastic 
swords, bows, rifles and 
grenade-shaped cigarette 
lighters, applied to both 
imported and locally pro- 
duced toys. 

"Those toys are danger- 
ous and harmful”, he said 
by telephone. “They cause a 
bad impact on children's 
psychology, and make them 
think of wars and violence." 

Vietnam's Communist 
government regularly 
expresses concern about the 
impact of consumerism and 
outside influences on its 
young people. 


Nursing 
home 
worker 
held for ? 
22 death! 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) ^ 
A former nursing home 
employee was behind bars 
Tuesday charged with 
killing 22 elderly people, in. 
what was being called the 
biggest euthanasia case 
ever in Denmark. 

The 3 2 -year-old nursing 
assistant is alleged to have 
murdered 15 women and 
seven men, aged 65 to 97, 
since August 1994 wflh 
lethal doses of tranquillis- 
ers, said Kurt Jensen, chief 
inspector of the 
Copenhagen criminal 
police unit. 

She is also charged with 
diverting or stealing a total 
of 629,000 kroner 
(S93.000) from bank 
accounts held by her 
alleged victims when they 
were still alive. 

Arrested Monday, the 
woman — whose name 
cannot be published under 
Danish law — pleaded not 
guilty Tuesday when she 
appeared before prosecu- 
tors in Copenhagen. 

“I had always given med- 
ication to ailing residents in 
accordance with doctors' 
prescriptions." said the sus- 
pect. who was laid off by 
the nursing home last 
March. 

Only in “emergency 
cases” did she bend that 
rule, she added. 

A doctor has also been 
linked in the affair, which 
police described as a case 
of “active euthanasia.” She 
is accused of involuntary 
homicide and professional 
wrongdoing. 

While it is just going 
before the. courts, the case 
sent . a chill through 
Denmark’s hospice indus- 
try. 

’Trust in the system for 
caring for the elderly has 
been badly shaken by this 
horrible affair,” said Erik 
Lehm. president of 
Denmark's National 
Association of Senior 
Citizens’ Homes. 

“Active euthanasia is 
prohibited by law. We must 
remind administrators to be 
on the lookout for all suspi- 
cious deaths." he said. 

The far-right Progress 
Party demanded that 
Denmark's health and 
social services ministers be 
summoned to testily before 
a parliamentary committee 
to cast light on the affair. 

Situated in Vesterbro, a 
working-class district of 
Copenhagen, the nursing 
home now has 76 residents, 
plus a staff of around 100. 

Its name was being pro- 
tected by the court, but its 
director lb Schultz said its 
residents and employees 
had been “deeply shocked” 
not only by the arrest, but 
also by what he called the 
"media invasion" of their 
facility. 

Police said they uncov- 
ered the deaths by chance, 
while they were investiga- 
tion the diversion of funds 
from a senior citizen's bank 
account and rumours of 
mysterious deaths in the 
retirement home. 


Race against the 
clock to find kidnap 
victim in Italy 


'Japan’s truth cult planned coup' 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Aum Supreme Truth cult 
planned to abduct the prime 
minister, attack the parliament 
building and spray deadly 
sarin gas from a helicopter in 
1994, a former follower told a 
Tokyo court Tuesday. 

The 3 1 -year-old prosecution 
witness, whose identity was 
withheld, was testifying at die 
Tokyo District Court in the 
trial of former senior Aum 
member Kryohide Hayakawa, 
Kyodo news agency reported. 

Me Hayakawa, 48, once the 
Aum cult’s second-highest 
member and its “construction 
minister,” is charged with 
murder for the 1989 killing of 
a lawyer who helped sect fam- 
ilies, his wife and their son 
from Yokohama. 

The witness, a former mem- 
ber of the Maritime Self 


Defense Force, said he quit 
the Aum cult in 1994 because 
he was “fed up” with foe plan, 
which he described as outra- 
geous. according to the news 
agency. 

It was not clear which prime 
minister was targeted in the 
alleged coup plan. Japan had 
three prime ministers during 
1994 — Morihiro Hosokawa, 
Tsutomu Hata and Tomhchi 
Murayama. 

Tbe witness quoted cult 
leader Sboko Asahara as say- 
ing he planned to take over the 
parliament, or Diet, and 
destroy riot police with trench 
mortals to seize political 
power. 

Hideo Murai. Aum '5 top 
scientist who was stabbed to 
death in the cult’s Tokyo 
office in April 1995, one 
month after the sect's infa- 


mous attack on Tokyo’s sub- 
way, had agreed with the Aum 
leader, describing it as a great 
plan, the witness said. 

The former cult follower 
said he acquired helicopter 
licences in the United States 
and Russia to prepare for the 
gas spraying under orders 
from the Aum leader. 

He told the court Mr. 
Asahara told him he. would 
not leave the cult alive if he 
decided to quit 

Alim’s top chemist. Masami 
Tsuchiya, 32, said in 
November 1993 it would be 
difficult to produce large 
amounts of sarin nerve gas 
although its scientists had pro- 
duced small amounts of the 
gas in experiments, the wit- 
ness said. 

Mr. Tsuchiya is accused of 
murder in producing sarin gas. 


The witness said Aum was 
controlled by Me Asahara and 
anyone who disobeyed the 
founder was demoted- 
The Aura cult launched 
sarin nerve gas attacks on a 
busy Tokyo subway in March 
1995. killing 12 people and 
poisoning several thousand- 
The cult's leader is on trial 
over the subway attack and 
more than a dozen other 
crimes. 

The sect’s plans for a coup 
had already been revealed by 
investigators but the former 
Aum follower’s testimony 
was the first confirmation by a 
witness in court 
The Aum sect had started to 
manufacture large numbers of 
assault rifles, an imitation of 
the Soviet Kalashnikov. It : jj*j 
also acquired a Russian 
military helicopter. 
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Farmers released : North Korea said it had handed back two Sooth Korean farm- 
ers Tuesday because U.S. officers had admitted “wrongdoings” in Haimmg that the 
pair had been kidnapped from the Sooth last week. After the admission was made at 
contacts in the truce village of Panmnnjom on Oct 19 and 20 the North Korean side 
decided to repatriate them, the Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said in a dis- 
patch monitored here. “The U.S. forces' side admitted its wrongdoings ... and so the 
DPRK decided to hand them"’ back, it said. The KCNA report coincided with a state- 
ment from the U.N. Command here that the farmers, an elderly woman and her son, 
had admitted accidentally crossing into the North last Friday through the Demili- 
tarised Zone. “What South Korean military authorities sought in distorting the fact 
was to deliberately obstruct the solution of a humanitarian matter (and) aggravate 
inter-Korean relations/' KCNA said. It said the North Korean army had warned the 
U.S. officers that “if the U.S. side failed to stop such racket, any contact for the solu- 
tion of a humanitarian matter could not be held.'' (Heater photo) 

Some 120,000 threatened 
by Indonesian drought 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Some 
120,000 people in Indone- 
sia's easternmost province 
of Irian Jaya are now seri- 
ously threatened by 
drought which is causing 
food shortages, reports said 
here Tuesday. 

Half the population in the 
mountainous district of 
Puncak Jaya about 40,000 
people in central Irian Jaya 
would face serious famine 
in the next two or three 
months, the head of the 
district. Ruben Ambrauw, 
told the Kompas daily. 

The head of the neigh- 
bouring district of Jayawi- 
jaya. JJ3. Wenas, has 
already said 90,000 people, 
or a fifth of the local popu- 
lation, were threatened by 
serious food shortages 
after the local crop was 
ruined by the prolonged 
drought. 

The drought has already 
killed 493 people in Irian 
Jaya, the Antara news 
agency said Sunday. 

It said 416 people died in 


the district of Jayawijaya, 
60 people in the Merauke 
district and 17 people in 
Puncak Jaya district. 

Mr. Ambrauw, who could 
not be reached by tele- 
phone Tuesday, told Kom- 
pas the most seriously 
affected sub-districts were 
Sinak and Daga where the 
local crop of yam and other 
tubers had been ruined by 
drought and hailstorms. 

The local tribes' high 
dependence on yam has 
left the population suscep- 
tible to changes in weather, 
and malnutrition has weak- 
ened resistance to illness, 
officials and experts have 
said. 

Since Aug. 5 only one 
tonne of rice has been sent 
to the stricken areas but 
much more was needed, 
Mr. Ambrauw said. 

However, authorities had 
no aeroplanes or enough 
funds to rent aeroplanes to 
deliver further relief. 

A navy boat carrying 
rice, sugar, dried fish. 


cooking oil, milk, clothes 
and medicine for 2.000 
people left the East Java 
town of Surabaya Monday 
bound for Irian Jaya, the 
Kompas daily said. 

Relief distribution in 
Irian Jaua have been ham- 
pered by the number of 
available planes, as well as 
the thick smoke from forest 
and ground fires in Irian 
Jaya which have blanketed 
several areas needing 
urgent relief. 

Most of the central range 
that covers the Jayawijaya 
and Puncakwijaya and the 
northern parts of the Mer- 
auke district are only 
accessible by air transport 

The fires have already 
burned over 6/117 hectares 
of forest in the Lorentz 
national park, in Jayawi- 
jaya, officials have said. 

Forest and ground fires 
also killed one tribesman 
and severely burned two 
others when they spread to 
a village Lolat, and razed 
scores of houses there. 


Renamed South Pacific Commission 
ends 50th anniversary meeting 


CANBERRA (AFP) — 
The South Pacific Com- 
mission wrapped up its 
50th anniversary confer- 
ence here Tuesday with a 
new name, a new member 
and more optimism than 
the once-moribund region- 
al body has seen in 
decades. 

But the essentially tech- 
nical organisation, to be 
known as the Pacific 
Community from next 
year, did not aspire to a 
political role like that of 
its European counterpart, 
Director-General Bob Dun 
said. 

Tn the future 1 am sure 
there is room to move to a 
community of nations in 
the Pacific which would 
have economic and politi- 
cal significance, but that 
would be some distance 
away,” he said. 

Mr. Dun’s appointment 
in 199S, after a tussle with 
New Zealand which ended 


a 20-year period where 
islanders had held the 
post, was much criticised 
at the time. 

However, the Aus- 
tralian’s stewardship was 
endorsed Monday with an 
announcement that Britain 
was to rejoin a revitalised 
commission after a two- 
year absence. 

“You couldn’t get a big- 
ger vote of confidence 
really," Mr. Dun told 
reporters, adding that 
Chile was also interested 
in taking up membership. 

Although Britain had 
said its withdrawal was 
forced by budget cut- 
backs, High Commission- 
er to Australia, Andrew 
Pocock, told delegates that 
it had really been "con- 
cerned by the way in 
which the SPC was being 
managed.” 

“We perceived a lack of 
direction, a lack of vision 
and clear objectives and in 


our view an alarming pro- 
portion of the members’ 
contributions being spent 
on management,” he said 
Monday. 

He paid tribute to the 
political will that had 
transformed the commis- 
sion into a "vibrant and 
relevant deliverer of ser- 
vices which your island 
societies want.” 

Mr. Dun, who was Tues- 
day appointed to another 
three-year term, admitted 
support for the forum had 
fallen away in the early 
part of the decade, amid 
Britain’s departure and 
rumblings of discontent 
from the United States. 

Greater accountability 
and transparency intro- 
duced last year in a review 
of the organisation, which 
is dedicated to fostering 
development in the region, 
had laid the ground for 
this year’s landmark con- 
ference, he said. 


“People told me that the 
Pacific would never 
accept the series of radical 
changes that we put to 
them ... but they did,” he 
told AFP. 

Australian Foreign Min- 
ister Alexander Downer 
said changing the name of 
the commission to the 
Pacific Community was 
an effort to better include 
its northern Pacific mem- 
bers. 

The move,- which was 
reached by consensus, was 
also backed as reflecting 
the involvement of the four 
metropolitan members — 
Australia, France, New 
Zealand- and the United 
States. 

“It also signifies the 
importance and the exis- 
tence of the organisation 
right down to the commu- 
nity or grassroots level in 
the Pacific,” Papua New 
Guinea delegation leader 
Titus Philemon said Tues- 


day. As a non-political 
body, the conference did 
not discuss the contentious 
issue of global warming, 
despite the threat it posed 
to low-lying island states. 

Instead, its communique 
listed priorities for the next 
half-century as population 
growth, education, the 
spread of HIV and the sus- 
tainable use of forest and 
fishery stocks in a 
resource-poor region. 

Members of the Pacific 
Community are: American 
Samoa. Australia, Cook 
Islands, Federated States 
of Micronesia, Fiji, France, 
French Polynesia, Guam, 
Kiribati, Marshall Islands, 
Nauru, New Caledonia, 
New Zealand. Niue, North- 
ern Mariana Islands, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Pit- 
cairn Islands, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, 
Tonga, Tuvalu. United 
States, Vanuatu, and Wallis 
and Futuna. 


1 killed, 3 injured Communist leader confirms 
in sectarian violence censure motion dropped 

in Pakistani city MOSCOW (AFP) — Com- told the faction leaders that structive,” Mr. Seleznev said 
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MULTAN, Pakistan (AFP) — One person was shot dead as 
violence erupted Tuesday in this Pakistani city amid ten- 
sions between two Sunni Muslims sects after the killing of 
four students, witnesses said. 

Three other people were also injured when shots were 
fired during a demonstration by hundreds of followers of 
the Brailvi sect as they passed by a religious school owned 
by the Deobandi sect, police sources said. 

The demonstrators were protesting after Brailvi banners 
were tom down in the city Monday, allegedly by followers 
of the Deobandi sect. 

It was not known who fired the shots. Police using tear- 
gas and batons dispersed the crowd. Paramilitary troops 
were later deployed in the troubled parts of the city, wit- 
nesses said. 

Four students from Deobandi religious schools were kid- 
napped Sunday and their bullet-riddled bodies were later 
found in the suburbs of the city, triggering tensions 
between the Sunni groups. 

The Deobandis blamed the other sect for the murders of 
the students, who were returning home from a three-day 
religious assembly organised in Multan by Dawat-i-Islami, 
an organisation belonging to Brail vis. 

The police has registered a case against unidentified ter- 
rorists for the killing of toe four studeots. 

Multan is in the largest Pakistani province of Punjab, 
which has been rocked by nearly 200 sectarian killings this 
year in violence linked to. tensions between militants from 
majority Sunni and minority Shiite Muslims. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Com- 
munist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov said Tuesday bis 
party would drop a no-confi- 
dence motion against the 
cabinet, having won a series 
of concessions from the gov- 
ernment 

He announced toe decision 
to journalists after a meeting 
of his party’s parliamentary 
faction. 

“The faction discussed in 
detail toe proposals of the 
government and the letter 
from toe president, in which 
they promised to respond to 
all the matters we raised. 

“We have decided to 
believe them. Thus we have 
decided to drop this question 
from toe agenda tomorrow,” 
he said referring to toe cen- 
sure motion. 

He said the decision had 
been approved unanimously 
by toe party. 

The speaker of the Lower 
House, Gennady Seleznev, a 
Communist, had earlier met 
with Mr. Yeltsin who had 


Papon confounds court with denial 


BORDEAUX, France (AFP) 
— Alleged war criminal 
Maurice Papon confounded a 
French court by denying be 
ordered toe arrest of Jews to 
be sent to Nazi death camps, 
amid a continuing political 
row over the trial Tuesday. 

At least one expert suggest- 
ed that lawyers may have 
misinterpreted some of the 
mass of evidence gathered to 
prove his role in the deporta- 
tion of over 1,500 Jews, say- 
ing documents signed by him 
may not be arrest warrants. 

“The judges and civil par- 
ties have confused adminis- 
trative minutes signed by 
Maurice Papon with the orig- 
inal arrest orders signed by 
his superior, prefect Maurice 
Sabatier" said historian 
Michel Beiges. 

The 87-year-old former 
minis ter, who was in charge 


of “Jewish affairs” at the pre- 
fecture in Bordeaux in Nazi- 
occupied France, denied 
Monday having signed arrest 
warrants or deportation 

orders for any Jews during 
the war. 

And he defied prosecutors 
to produce evidence proving 
he did so. 

“I cannot let it be said that 1 
myself sent orders for trans- 
fer to the Drancy centre,” he 
said referring to the transit 
centre north of Paris where 
Jews were gathered before 
being sent off to Nazi death 
camps. 

The comments appeared to 
nm counter to prosecutors’ 
affirmations that Mr. Papon’s 
signature chi documents 
ordering the deportation of 
Jews from Bordeaux was an 
undisputed matter of fact. 

Mr. Beiges, professor of 


political science at Bordeaux 
university, said documents 
presented by prosecutors 
showed that Me Papon had 
only signed minutes after 
convoys of Jews had been 
sent to Drancy — and not 
arrest warrants. 

He said that only Mr. 
Papon’s boss toe prefect of 
Bordeaux had the authority to 
sign such orders. 

“There is flagrant confu- 
sion over the convoys escort- 
ed by military police, but 
they have confused all the 
documents. The case is col- 
lapsing,” he said. 

Meanwhile a political row 
over the Bordeaux trial con- 
tinued to flare in Paris, with 
one GauQist leader implicitly 
accusing the ruling leftwing 
government of fuelling toe 
row to suit their electoral pur- 
poses. 


Sri Lankan Buddhists warn ‘peace plan’ will bring more war 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Sri Lanka's influential 
Buddhist clergy Tuesday 
renewed their opposition 
to the government’s con- 
stitutional reforms and 
warned the plans could 
further escalate the 
drawn out ethnic war. 

A group of top monks 
announced plans to 
launch a nationwide 
campaign to oppose the 
power-sharing arrange- 
ments which seek to turn 
the country into a de 
facto federal state. 

Leading monk. Madu- 
luwawe " Sobitha, said 
the government propos- 
als "sought to devolve 
power on ethnic tines 
that could trigger hatred 
among communities and 
lead to further blood- 
shed. 

“The real ethnic war 
will begin if these pro- 
posals "are implement- 


ed,” Mr. Sobitha tdld 
reporters here as the 
government prepared 
Tuesday to hold crucial 
talks on the political 
package. 

The monks said the 
Tamil war led by the 
separatist Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Edam 
(LTTE) should be 
addressed militarily 
while powers should be 
devolved to address con- 
cerns of the minorities. 

Another leading priest, 
Ittapane Dammalankara, 
said the government’s 
constitutional reforms 
were not a guarantee of 
peace and they did not 
believe that Tiger supre- 
mo VeJupillai Prab- 
hakaran will agree to 
talk. 

“Prabhakaran is not a 
man who will under- 
stand the meaning of 
negotiations. Talking 


peace to him is like ask- 
ing Hitler to negotiate,” 
Mr. Dammalankara said. 

He said Wednesday’s 
huge bombing in the 
capital Colombo was a 
clear signal that Mr. 
Prabhakaran was 

opposed to any kind of 
peaceful settlement to 
the conflict which has 
claimed over 50,000 
lives since 1972. 

The monks, who are 
all members of the 
majority Sinhalese com- 
munity, said they sup- 
ported the idea of devo- 
lution of power on eco- 
nomic ana geographical 
lines but opposed divid- 
ing regions on the lines 
or ethnicity. 

The government has 
said sweeping constitu- 
tional reforms aimed at 
ending the drawn out 
Tamil separatist war will 
be unveiled in parlia- 


ment shortly. 

Justice and Constitu- 
tional Affairs Minister 
G. L. Peiris will present 
in about a week the 
interim findings of an 
all-party parliamentary 
panel after holding talks 
with legislators Tuesday, 
political sources said. 

The plan seeks to grant 
greater autonomy to 
minority Tamils and for 
the first time envisages a 
separate council for the 
country’s second largest 
minority, the Muslims in 
the multi-ethnic eastern 
part of the country. 

The LTTE, which has 
been blamed for 
Wednesday’s truck 
bombing here, has 
rejected reforms while 
hard-liners among the 
majority Sinhalese also 
oppose it for different 
reasons. 

President Chandrika 


Kumaratunga, a member 
of the Sinhalese commu- 
nity, told reporters here 
Friday she was willing 
to negotiate on her devo- 
lution package “even 
with the devil” and 
offered to stop the gov- 
ernment’s military cam- 
paign if rebels agreed to 
talk. 

Security forces are 
currently leading a 
major offensive against 
the rebels in the north of 
the countty where more 
than 2,000 people have 
been killed in the past 
five months. 

Wi thin hours of 
Wednesday’s bombing 
which devastated the 
main financial centre for 
a second time in 20 
months, ruling party leg- 
islators met at a confer- 
ence hall to discuss the 
peace plan. 

Political sources close 


to the governing Peo- 
ple’s Alliance (PA) said 
ruling party legislators 
were in broad agreement 
on devolution but there 
were differences about 
the details. 

The same problem is 
shared by the main 
opposition United 
National Party (UNP) 
which is divided on the 
peace plan. 

The UNP’s parliamen- 
tary support is crucial to 
realise reforms that also 
seek to scrap the coun- 
try’s all-powerful execu- 
tive presidency and turn 
the country into a West- 
minster style parliamen- 
tary democracy. 

Tamil legislators 
oppose carving Muslim 
and Sinhalese areas out 
of the existing eastern 
province. 


told toe faction leaders that 
the vote Wednesday would 
"show whether there will be 
political stability or whether 
there will be a bust-up," 
Interfax reported 

“I think that neither the 
Russian people nor you and 
me need such a bust-up,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

The Kremlin meeting 
came a day after toe govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin neared a 
truce with the Duma, after 
making a series of conces- 
sions. 

The faction leaders who 
met Mr. Yeltsin included Mr. 
Seleznev, Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov, ultra- 
nationalist Liberal Democra- 
tic Party leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, the heads of toe 
pro-government Our Home 
Is Russia bloc and toe 
reformist Yabloko group 
headed by Grigory Yavlin- 
sky. 

Describing toe meeting 
with Me Yeltsin as “con- 


structive,” Mr. Seleznev said 
the president had backed all 
the points put forward by toe 
Communists and their Duma 
allies — the Agrarians and 
People's Power faction. 

Mr. Zyuganov told ITAR- 
TASS that toe participants in 
the Kremlin discussions 
agreed to hold their first 
roundtable meeting on Nov. 
22. The roundtable will 
bring together Mr. Yeltsin, 
Mr. Chernomyrdin, the 
speakers of both houses of 
parliament and toe parlia- 
mentary faction leaders, Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said Tuesday. 

Mr. Seleznev said Mr. 
Yeltsin’s plans to expand 
land privatisation — strong- 
ly opposed by the Commu- 
nists — would be toe first 
issue to be discussed at toe 
roundtable. 

Mr. Zyuganov told ITAR- 
TASS that he was “satisfied 
with the talks with toe presi- 
dent. and this dialogue 
should have been held earli- 


Hillary Clinton crusades 
for women f s rights 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Hrst Lady Hillary Clinton 
continued her crusade for 
women’s rights here Monday 
fresh from a triumphant visit 
to Latin America. 

She kept up the feminist 
drumbeat as she denounced 
violence against women dur- 
ing a conference organised 
by the Interamtaican Devel- 
opment Bank (IDB). 

“We do not believe vio- 
lence against women is sim- 
ply cultural it is simply crim- 
inal" she said to applause. 

She denounced violence 
against women as “one of toe 
most serious and unreported 
human rights violations.” 

She also asserted that “vio- 
lence against women is now 
being addressed as being part 
of American foreign policy." 

Mrs. Clinton's positions 
have often been criticised in 
the United States, notably by 
religious conservatives who 
denounce her views on abor- 
tion. 

But that condemnation was 
absent during last week's 
trip. 

As President Bill Clinton 
touted toe benefits of free 
trade, his wife brought 
women's issues to the fore- 
front there, speaking out 
against spousal abuse and 
talked of the need for family 
planning and laws protecting 
women. 

In the sumptuous Colon 
Theatre in Buenos Aires, 
Mrs. Clinton created a sensa- 
tion when she defended 
women’s rights to birth con- 
trol and abortion. 

These subjects are consid- 
ered all but taboo in over- 
whelmingly Roman Catholic 
Argentina, and Mrs. CHn- 
ton’s proposal for all women 
to have access to health and 
family planning services was 
embraced by Argentine fem- 
inists. 


In Brazil Mrs. Clinton 
. seemed particularly struck by 
programmes launched by 
local authorities to defend 
women against violence, 
especially programmes 
launched in the country’s 
poorest areas. 

But despite last week’s 
accolades, Latin America 
faces a steep uphill battle 
when it comes to achieving 
women’s rights, according to 
a recent IDB report 

In Chile, nearly 60-per cent 
of women are subjected to 
violence by their male part- 
ners and 10 per cent are vic- 
tims of extreme violence, toe 
IDB says. 

In Colombia more than 20 
per cent of women have suf- 
fered physical violence while 
■in Ecuador 60 per cent of 
women in the poor areas of 
toe capita] Quito have been 
beaten by their male partners. 

Mrs. Clinton said toe prob- 
lem also affects developed 
countries, citing a survey by 
the independent Institute for 
Civil Society which says 30 
million American women 
suffer violence at the hands 
of their male parmers. 

The first lady said 20 per 
cent of women treated in 
U.S. hospital emergency 
rooms were victims of 
spousal abuse, adding that 
according to the World Bank 
violence against women cost 
toe world economy as much 
as treating diseases like can- 
cer. heart disease, or AIDS. 

Nonetheless, Mrs. Clinton 
expressed faith in the oascent 
democratic tide that has 
swept across Latin America 
in recent years, creating or 
strengthening laws protect- 
ing women. Mrs. Clinton, 
who celebrates her 50th 
anniversary next week, will 
preside over an upcoming 
children’s conference at the 
White House. 
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Fairness before treaty 

THE GENERAL * Assembly of the 
International Police brganisation (Interpol) 
passed a resolution! at its 66th meeting, 
which was held in New Delhi recently, rec- 
ommending to the U.N. the adoption of a 
binding global extradition treaty in order to 
fight terrorism more effectively. By doing 
this, Interpol was requesting an interna- 
tional legal status for its “red corner 
notices.” This would mean that the “notices “ 
of Interpol would have the legal effect of an 
international arrest warrant that all coun- 
tries should respect and implement. The New 
Delhi conference noted that the existing 
reliance on bilateral extradition treaties has 
"not yielded satisfactory results.” 

In principle, an enforceable global extradi- 
tion pact would indeed be a useful tool to 
fight not only terrorism but also crimes 
against humanity, including war crimes. 
This is not to mention ordinary crimes com- 
mitted by people who flee the jurisdiction 
where the crime was perpetrated. 

But an important concern here is the con- 
trol over the extradition policy of Interpol 
once this international treaty goes into 
effect We cannot allow a repeat of the bitter 
experiences that small and vulnerable conn- 
tries suffered in the past as a result of dou- 
ble standards nsed by the international com- 
munity in dealing with grave and systemat- 
ic violations including in the field of human 
rights. In the absence of iron-clad assur- 
ances that any such international extradition 
convention would apply one universal stan- 
dard on all states, big or small, any move- 
ment in that direction could be fraught with 
dangers to weaker, smaller nations. 

Before countries could be persuaded to 
walk that extra mile to extradite their 
nationals accused of the commission of 
crimes, they need to know well in advance 
the composition and mandate of the Interpol 
body which would be assigned the task of 
formulating the guidelines and the adoption 
of the necessary decisions on extradition. 
Until and unless this form of guarantee is 
well-articulated and incorporated, countries 
can be excused from not rnshing into adopt- 
ing an ambitious international plan to fight 
criminals. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Arab AI Yawm criticised Jordan for 
almost solely among Arab countries pushing hard towards 
attending^ the Doha economic s ummi t next month saying 
that the Kingdom is acting against the unanimous stand of 
the Arab states that oppose the coming meeting. Nicola 
Nasser said the rest of the Arab countries led by Syria 
believe that the Doha meeting in which the Jewish state 
will be represented would be a reward for Israel for its con- 
tinued aggression on Arab countries and its occupation of 
Arab land. By inviting Israel to the meeting and allowing 
it to take pan in discussions with Arab countries about eco- 
nomic plans, the Arabs will be encouraging it to pursue its 
present attitude and its obstruction of the peace efforts, he 
said. When a country like Egypt supports Damascus’ stand 
and opposes the Doha meeting it gives credibility to 
Syria s ideas and logic, and further exposes Israel's hostile 
attitude towards peace, according to the writer. He said 
Jordan s support for the Doha meeting gives rise to a feel- 
ing of surprise, especially as it comes in the aftermath of 
an Israeli attempt to tamper with the Kingdom’s security at 
the hands of Mossad agents in Amman. The writer called 
on Jordan to live up to its slogan of comprehensive peace 
and pan- Arab integration rather than supporting the Doha 
meeting and Israel s participation in its deliberations, ben- 
efiting from its resolutions. 

AN EDITORIAL in Al Dustour daily discussed the plight 
of the Iraqi nation and the arrogance of the U.S. which, he 
said, adopts double-standard policies in its dealings with 
other nations. The paper said that in Washington's views, 
Iraq is the only country that violates U.N. Security Council 
resolutions and does not respond to the will of the world 
community. Washington seems to be obvious of the repeat- 
ed violations of human rights and Security Council resolu- 
tions by the Jewish state and, in fact, provides protection 
of such actions and financial and material support to 
encourage it to pursue this policy, according to the paper. 
Only Britain, among all the council members, seems to be 
supporting the U.S. in this immoral scandal and inhu man 
act of imposing yet stricter penalties on the Iraqi people, 
the writer pointed out, adding that all that Washington does 
and all of its plans are directed towards one objective: 
serve Israel s interests by keeping the Arab countries weak 
and divided forever. “We condemn such policies and such 
attitudes and we reject any moves to tighten the noose 
around the Iraqi nation and we salute those nations which 
express their objections to the American attitude,** con- 
cluded the paper. 



Washington Watch: 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


A dark mood 


THE MOOD in the Arab World and among 
many in the Arab American community is 
bleak. There is confusion, alienation and. at 
times, anger. This is what I hear from my 
callers each week on my national call-in tele- 
vision programme broadcast on ANA-TV in 
the U.S. The same can be heard listening to 
callers on other satellite call-in programmes 
now broadcast throughout the Arab World or 
reading editorials in any Arab or Arab 
American newspaper. This mood is borne of a 
disturbing reality that is, itself, confusing. 

Recent events defy logic: 

• In Israel last week, Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu was still attempting to 
justify the attempted assassination of a Hamas 
leader in Jordan as part of Israel’s “ongoing 
war against terror.” 

Netanyahu has been attacked on a variety of 
grounds in the U.S. and Israeli press: The 
attack shouldn’t have taken place in Jordan, a 
“friendly” country; the attack was bungled; 
the timing of the attack was bad; it was wrong 
to have used Canadian passports; or in this 
politically sensitive time the attack was ill- 
advised. Nowhere have I seen the legality or 
morality of this terrorist operation called into 
question. 

In fact, Israel has routinely used assassina- 
tion and even “death squads’* to eliminate 
Palestinians. Recently a press story appeared 
where an Israeli accused of murder based his 
defence on the argument that his mind had 
been affected by his training as a death squad 
assassin who participated in many “execu- 
tions” in the West Bank. 

Since none of the Palestinian victims of 
these assassination attempts, including 
Khaled Misha* al. had been tried and found 
guilty of any crime or received any “due 
process” before their execution was ordered, 
where, one might ask is the “rule of law”? 
And bow. to a disbelieving Arab audience, 
does one explain the disparate treatment 
meted out to other countries that use assassi- 


nation and terror to accomplish their objec- 
tives? 

• In this contexi it was confusing, at best, to 
note that Canada’s ambassador to Israel, who 
was recalled to Ottawa in protest of Israel's 
use of fake Canadian passports, was quietly 
returned to his post last week. Israel simply 
promised not to use Canadian passports again. 

• Israel has now freed Sheikh Yassin and 
other Hamas acti vists. Presumably, dozens of 
others are soon to be released as part of a 
political accommodation resulting from the 
failed attack on Misha’ al. Several questions 
now come to mind: 

If the murder of Misha’ al had succeeded, 
and the Mossad ageats had escaped, would 
the Hamas leader and activists still have been 
freed? 

Now that they have been freed, is the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) sup- 
posed to rearrest them and continue to arrest 
other Hamas activists in order to break the 
infrastructure of the group? 

On what legal or political grounds can any- 
one expect the PNA to arrest and hold, with 
no “revolving door,*’ those whom Israel has 
freed? 

• A short while ago Netanyahu announced 
300 new settlements units at Effrat. and 
claimed that they are part of “natural expan- 
sion.” “Where else,” he asked, “are these peo- 
ple to go when their children many?** 

Last week Netanyahu ordered the demoli- 
tion of two more Palestinian homes in the 
West Bank. The homes were being built adja- 
cent to a Palestinian refugee camp and were 
intended for young men who were soon to 
marry. As they have done each time 
Palestinian homes have been destroyed, the 
Israelis once again sought to justify their 
action claiming that the targeted buildings had 
been built without permits. Since Palestinians 
cannot get permits to build, they are, presum- 
ably, not allowed “natural expansion.” 
“Where ” one might ask “are those people to 


go when their children marry?” 

• In the 1980s the U.S. Congress passed 
laws banning U.S. contact with the PLO and 
forbade the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) from operating within the U.S. 

After the 1993 signing on the White House 
Lawn, instead of rescinding these anti-PLO 
laws. Congress passed the Middle East Peace 
Facilitation Act (MEPFA) which simply pro- 
vided the administration with the right to 
waive the anti-PLO laws if they could certify 
that the PLO was living up to certain condi- 
tions stipulated by Congress. 

This year Congress refused to new MEPFA. 
The PLO office in Washington is now closed 
and the PLO is once again forbidden to oper- 
ate in the U.S. 

Pro-Israel groups have been pressuring 
Congress and the a dminis tration to make sure 
that the old anti-PLO laws are once again 
enforced. As a result the PLO representative 
was not allowed to attend a recent meting 
called by the U.S. to prepare for the Doha 
conference. 

Meanwhile Arab states continue to be pres- 
sured to participate with Israel in the Doha 
summit. These summits, it might be recalled, 
came about only because the PLO signed an 
agreement with Israel opening the door to 
Israel’s involvement in multi-lateral efforts in 
the region. How does one justify this exclu- 
sion of the PLO in the U.S. while insisting on 
the inclusion of Israel in the Middle East? 

This list of seemingly strange stories could 
be much longer. In the face of such a “reality” 
should there be any wonder why there is con- 
fusion. alienation and anger? When logic and 
rale of law are replaced by the arrogant use of 
power, confusion will reign. This is, of course, 
worrisome, because it is out of such an irra- 
tional environment that fanatic theories are 
created and irrational acts are justified. 


Remember 
the Lavon affair? 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

THE MISHA* AL affair 
that was triggered by the 
attempt on the life of 
Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha’ al in Amman on 
SepL 25 brings to mind the 
scandalous affairs of 
Lavon which took place in 
Cairo in 1954. But who is 
Lavon and what was the 
affair ? 

Lavon’s real name is 
Pinhas Lubianker (1904- 
1976). Polish-bom 
Lubiankar was Zionist 
leader, who became 
Israel’s defence minister 
in 1953. Lubianker was 
accused of complicity in 
an Israeli attempt in 1954 
to discredit Egypt in the 
eyes of the U.S. and 
Britain by sabotaging U.S. 
and British installations in 
Cairo. The case became 
later known as the “Lavon 
Affair” and Lavon was 
forced to resign his post. 
However, Lavon was later 
exonerated by an investi- 
gating committee which 
revealed that the security 
operation mounted in 
Cairo by Israeli intelli- 
gence agents had been 
planned behind his back. 
The affair led ultimately to 
the resignation of Prime 
Minister David Ben 
Gurion in 1954. 

Israeli successes in the 
wars with the Arab states 
may be attributed in large 
measure to the efficiency 
of its intelligence system 
but that efficiency has not 
been without scandals. 

In 1954 some rapproche- 
ment was taking place 
between Egypt under the 
Nasser regime and the 
U.S. and Britain. To sabo- 
tage this rapprochement 
the head of the Israeli 
Mossad, _ Colonel 
Benyamin Givli, ordered 
his intelligence agents in 
Cairo to tie action. Givli 
was a member of a power- 
ful clique which often 
acted independently or in 
outright defiance of the 
Israeli government. On 
Givli’s instructions 
Mossad agents in Egypt, 
were to plant bombs at 
American and British 
installations, including 
British-owned cinemas 
and Egyptian public build- 
ings. It was hoped, as a 
consequence, that relation 
between these two 
Western powers and the 
Nasser government would 
deteriorate and that the 


West would conclude that 
there was a strong internal 
opposition- -to the rap 1 
procbement between the 
two sides. 

On July 2, 1954, Israeli 
intelligence agents 

bombed the Alexandria 
post office. On July 14, the 
agents bombed the U.S. 
Information Centre's 
libraries in Cairo and 
Alexandria. That same day 
a phosphorus bomb acci- 
dentally exploded in the 
pocket of Philip Natanson, 
almost burning him alive 
as he was about to enter 
the British-owned Rio 
Cinema in Alexandria. His 
arrest and subsequent con- 
fession led to the break-up 
of the spy net, but not 
before the achievement of 
another cycle of clandes- 
tine actions. On July 23, 
the anniversary of the 
1952 Nasser revolution, 
Israeli agents still at large 
started fires in two Cairo 
cinemas, in the central 
post office and in the rail- 
way station. 

The sabotage acts should 
not, however, be confused 
with the events that took 
place in 1951 in the last 
year of King Farouq’s 
reign when mobs ram- 
paged through downtown 
Cairo setting fire to for- 
eign-owned hotels and 
shops in which scores of 
people died. 

Some of the Israeli 
agents were caught and 
tried in Cairo. The trial 
established that the bomb- 
ings had been carried out 
by an Israeli espionage 
and terrorist network The 
latter was headed by 
Colonel Avrabam Dar 
(alias John Darling) and a 
core of professionals. 
They had recruited several 
Egyptian Jews. One of 
them was a young woman 
named Marcelle Ninio 
who was an employee of a 
British company. Not all 
those involved in the sabo- 
tage were present at the 
trial as Colonel Dar and an 
Israeli colleague escaped 
and a third Israeli, Max 
Bennet, committed sui- 
cide. 

All those present at the 
trial pleaded guilty, and 
most of them were sen- 
tenced to various terms of 
imprisonment. But Musa 
Lieto Marzuk a Tunisian- 
born citizen of France who 
was a surgeon at the 
Jewish Hospital in Cairo, 
and Samuel Azar, an engi- 


neering professor from 
Alexandria, were sen- 
tenced to death and 
hanged. 

The Lavon affair was the 
first and the most disas- 
trous security adventure 
undertaken by Israel. It 
rocked the ruling estab- 
lishment in Israel, split 
public opinion, forced new 
elections and contributed 
largely to Ben Gurion’s 
eventual disappearance 
from public life. 

Many other Israeli espi- 
onage and sabotage opera- 
tions took place outside 
Israel even in very friend- 
ly countries such as the 
U.S. In 1984 a U.S. Navy 
official, Jonathan Pollard, 
was caugfrt by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) banding over top 
secret documents to Israeli 
agents. He was tried and 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment in 1987. Another 
well-known Israeli espi- 
onage affair was that of 
Ellie Cohen in Syria in 
1966. 

Ultimately discovered, 
Cohen was tried to death 
and hanged. 

In many other cases 
Israeli intelligence agents 
were involved in assassi- 
nating persons living out- 
side Israel and considered 
enemies of Israel. Two 
such victims were Hassan 
Salameh in Beirut and 
Khalil Al Wazir (alias Abu 
Jihad) in Tunis in 1988. 

Notwithstanding the 
existing peace treaty of 
1994 between Israel and 
Jordan, and . in view of 
Israel’s long history in pre- 
viously uncontested espi- 
onage or assassination 
operations, one should not 
be surprised by the attempt 
of Israeli Mossad agents to 
assassinate Khaled 

Misha’al in Amman. 
Amnesty International 
was right in stating: “The 
Israeli government’s 
attempt to kill Hamas 
leader Khaled Misha’al in 
Amm an on SepL 25 fol- 
lows a pattern of extrajudi- 
cial killings or attempted 
killings ordered or con- 
doned by successive 
Israeli governments. Even 
if the person targeted is 
suspected of ordering or 
participating in violent 
acts, such killings are an 
unacceptable violation of 
human rights, including 
the right to life.” 


LETTERS 


We’re miles ahead 
in tourism 


To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to thank your anonymous reader for 
taking the time to share with us her/his unfortunately 
brief holiday at Maika Airport (Letter to the editor, 
Jordan Times, Oct. -21, 1997). a sorry alternative 
indeed when compared to the splendour of Luxor. 

However, as the “reputable Jordanian travel agency 
happens to be the company I work for. allow me to set 
the record straight: 

1. The reason we offered first-row seats for the 
Thursday (Ocl 16) performance of Aida was that we 
could not get good sets for the next day. which were 
sold out already in July. We also opted for a Thursday 
departure as it is a convenient day for most working 
people in Amman. Allowing 3 1/2 hours from the time 
of arrival to Luxor until our guests had to leave their 
hotel for Hatsbepsut Temple seemed quite acceptable: 
thus the same-day-fbght-and-performance plan. 

2. When faced with the news of the delay of the air- 
craft, we tried, and failed, again to get seats for the 
Friday performance. Though we were told that there 
was a chance of securing some seats on the “black mar- 
ket,” we decided not to take that risk with our guests. 

3. Mrs. M. Orfali, our tour manager, who was escort- 
ing the guests, apologised to them at Marka Airport, 
and advised them that they will be receiving a frill 
refund- 

4. On Saturday. Oct. 18. we contacted all our guests 
and informed them that their refund was ready and 
asked them for instructions on how they wished us to 
send them the monies. Id fact, one of our guests was in 
Aqaba and suggested that be would have someone pass 
by on Monday to pick up the cheque. Another guest 
who works at an embassy, was not available on 
Saturday, but a friend who was travelling along was 
informed. In short I am not aware of a single guest 
who was not contacted by Saturday in order to a) apol- 
ogise to, or b) arrange to refund the cost of the trip. 

5. We would be delighted to pay interest on the 
money “lent” to us since September. 

Your reader’s attempt at drawing a parallel between 
the botched holiday and the allegedly low standards of 
tourist services provided by the private sector in this 
country is totally uncalled for. It is typical of the many 
“armchair entrepreneurs” who dissect our industry 
every opportunity they have. The following is not in 
defence of my company's reputation (our record of 
customer services for the last 50 years is there for any- 
one to examine), but cold hard facts about tourism in 
Jordan: 

1. Compared to any of the neighbouring countries, 
the services that the various sectors of this industry 
offer to visitors is miles ahead. Ask those guests who 
have visited other countries in the region. 

2. Show me another international airport where you 
can get from airside to your car, taxi or bus in 30 min- 
utes. Has your reader been through JFK or Heathrow 
recently (and I am not talking rush hour)? 

3. The intrinsic hospitality of the Jordanians is some- 
thing so unique and so valuable in squaring the odds 
when it comes to the choice of destinations in the 
Middle East 

Nobody is perfecL However, everything is relative. 
Tourism in this country must be measured against sim- 
ilar destinations, those that compete directly with us. 

Self-bashing (if I can coin the word) should be abol- 
ished. Tourism is an industry that has recently been cat- 
apulted into the limelight because of high hopes 
spawned by the peace process. Please give it a chance. 


Munir Y Nassar, 
International Traders, 
Amman. 


IT 

OCCURRED 
TO ME... 


Fifi for 
Parliament 

By Ali Kassay 

I SHOULD start by apolo- 
gising for my absence Last 
week. This was due to a 
small surgical operation 
that I had to undergo to 
remove the gall bladder, an 
organ which, the physician 
assures me has been ren- 
dered obsolete by the evo- 
lution and progress of man. 

My surgeon would have 
probably comforted me a 
good deal more by merely 
pointing out his impecca- 
ble track record and the 
absence of any discomfort 
after the operation. Where 
he went off track, perhaps, 
was in basing his assurance 
on the evolution and 
progress of man. a notion 
that one often finds hard to 
credit, particularly at the 
present moment, when one 
looks at the election cam- 
paigns of some candidates 
for parliament 

There appears to prevail 
in Jordan a one-stop-shop 
approach to electioneering, 
with candidates taking a 
stand on every issue imag- 
inable. regardless of how 
much or how little they 
know about it or are able 
to act upon this knowledge. 
Candidates promise, 
should they be elected, to 
reform the bureaucracy, 
end the siege on Iraq, liber- 
ate Palestine and perhaps 
Andalusia, reverse envi- 
ronmental degradation, 

give women their frill legit- 
imate rights (one should be 
careful with this one since 
some rights may be incon- 
venient to men. and hence 
illegitimate), proiect chil- 
dren, provide civil-service 
employment for all then 
tribesmen while ensuring 
equal opportunities for all, 
raise salaries while reduc- 
ing government expendi- 
ture. and attract foreign 
investment while preserv- 
ing Jordan's economic 
independence. It makes 
one wonder what they plan 
to do in the afternoon. 

No, really. As you cruise 
through the streets of 
Amman, you see two types 
of election slogans on 
streamers across the 
streets. That is, the ones 
that are still in place, since 
the early rain and wind 
proved to be a blessing to 
more than the farmers of 
Jordan. The first type 
informs us of some basic 
facts, such as: “Democracy 
requires popular participa- 
tion:” “free and responsible 
women raise good chil- 
dren;" or, how about “the 
sun rises from the east 
every day.” Clearly candi- 
dates feel a great sense of 
achievement at having 
extracted these conclusions 
through the deep reflection. 

The other type declares 
objectives without the 
slightest attempt by the 
candidates to explain the 
mechanisms by which 
these may be translated 
into action. What is even 
more surprising is that nei- 
ther voters nor journalists 
seem in the least bit inter- 
ested in enquiring about 
goals, mechanisms, time 
frames, or even in match- 
ing promises with past per- 
formance in the case of 
candidates running for a 
second or third term. 

But my point concerns 
the realistic prospects of 
our deputies doing any- 
thing significant in course 
of a four-year term on ali 
the issues over which they 
have pronounced a stand. 
Might it not have been 
more responsible on their 
part to have specialised in 
one or two issues and pre- 
sented the voters with a 
realistic work plan? 

There is a lot to be said 
for specialisation. E° r 
instance, Fifi Abdo, the 
great Egyptian dancer, spe- 
cialised in belly dancing 
and she has made a brilliant 
career out of iL Would she 
have been as successful 
had she tried, like our 
deputies, to do everythin 
under the sun ? 
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Features/News 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, October 22, 1997 




SEEKING SAINTS HELP: Mervat Stephanos chains herself at Saint 
George's shrine in Cairo believing that he will intercede for her wishes. Scores of 
Christians and Muslims visit the shrine daily to seek the saint's help with their 
problems. Picture taken on October 11 (Reuters photo) 


U.K. nurses in Saudi Arabia 
doing well after family visit 


DHAHRAN (R) — Two 
British nurses accused of 
murder in Saudi Arabia are 
in good health and prison 
visits from relatives have 
lifted their spirits, the 
British consul-general in 
Riyadh said Tuesday. 

William Patey. who said 
consular officials had 
repeatedly seen Deborah 
Parry and Lucille McLauch- 
lan, dismissed reported 
comments by a top defence 
lawyer that Parry had tried 
to commit suicide after 
reports last month she had 
been sentenced to death for 
the murder of Australian 
colleague Yvonne Gilford. 

"We’ve seen them a few 
times since (the verdict 
report), including yester- 
day,” Patey told Reuters. 
“Consul Simon Lovett saw 
them. They both were in 
reasonably good form. They 
had their families there so 
that obviously cheers them 
up” 

Gilford family lawyers 
said in September that Parry, 
38. bad been sentenced to 
death for the murder, but the 
nurses’ lawyers and the 
British government deny a 
verdict was issued for Parry. 
McLauchlan, 31. was found 
guilty of being an accom- 
plice to Gilford’s murder 
and faces eight years in jail 

and 500 lashes. 


Tuesday's edition of the 
Saudi-owned A1 Hayat 
paper quoted defence 
lawyer Salah AJ Hejailan as 
saying Pany “tried to com- 
mit suicide and stayed in the 
recovery room for a while” 
after the international law 
firm, representing the Gil- 
fords, announced to the 
media the court had sen- 
tenced her to death. 

“She (Parry ) was obvious- 
ly upset when she heard on 
die radio that they made that 
announcement, which was 
untrue and has no basis in 
any fact.” Patey said. 

“She fainted at that news 
and was very distressed by it 
as you ran imagine. But I 
don’t know where they get 
the suicide attempt from,” 
he said. 

A spokesman for the 
McLauchlan family had in 
September told Britain's 
press association news 
agency that Parry had col- 
lapsed and was taken to hos- 
pital after hearing the report. 

Mr. Hejailan attacked the 
Gilfords' law firm for 
announcing a verdict that 
the judge had not 
announced. A1 Hayat said. 

Gilford was found 
stabbed, bludgeoned and 
suffocated in her room at the 
King Fahd Military Medical 
Complex in the eastern city 
of Dhahran a few days 


ahead of her 56th birthday 
in December. The two 
women were arrested a few 
days later. 

McLauchlan’s Parents 
Stan and Ann McLauchlan 
and Parry's sister and broth- 
er-in-law Sandra and 
Jonathan Ashbee visited the 
two women in jail Saiurday, 
Sunday and Monday on one 
of their many trips to Saudi 
Arabia. The nurses are being 
held at a women’s prison in 
D ammam , eastern Saudi 
Arabia. 

The families left last night. 

The Saudi ambassador to 
Britain. Gfaazi Algosaibi. 
said last week Parry faced a 
moderate jail sentence 
rather than execution if she 
is found guilty since the vic- 
tim’s toother has waived his 
right to seek the death 
penalty. 

Saudi Arabia applies strict 
Islamic law including 
beheading by the sword for 
convicted murderers, drug 
smugglers and rapists. But 
in murder cases the victim's 
family has the right to 
accept financial compensa- 
tion and prevent an execu- 
tion. 

The envoy said Frank Gil- 
ford's decision to spare 
Parry would allow the court 
to review the judgement 
already passed on 
McLauchlan. 


Peace prerequisite for achieving human, 
social and economic development — Regent 


DETROIT (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has empha- 
sised that peace is an essen- 
tial prerequisite for achiev- 
ing human, social and eco- 
nomic development and 
reiterated Jordan’s determi- 
nation to pursue all possible 
efforts to overcome the pre- 
sent difficulties that 
obstruct the attainment of 
that goal. 

In a televised address to 
the opening of the Jordan 
Business Week in Detroit, 
Michigan. Prince Hassan 
noted that Jordan has been 
striving to build a new Mid- 
dle East that lives in peace 
not conflict, where cooper- 
ation rather than confronta- 
tion and understanding 
rather than misconceptions 
prevail. 

Jordan Business Week, 
the Regent said, is viewed 
by Jordan as “a key step in 
creating bridges of under- 
standing and human inter- 
action between two like- 
minded nations, whose ulti- 
mate goal is the provision 
of a dignified, prosperous 
and secure life for their 
peoples.” 

“We believe that there are 
many opportunities for the 
enhancement of economic 
cooperation between the 
private sector in the Great 
State of Michigan, in all 


parts of the United States 
and in Jordan,” the Crown 
Prince said. 

“The potential for joint 
ventures and investment 
opportunities is enormous,” 
he said. 

“The realisation of this 
potential has been made 
more possible by the eco- 
nomic reforms we have 
introduced, the conclusion 
of the Bilateral Investment 
Treaty between Jordan and 
the United States, as well as 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the 
State of Michigan.” 

The opening session was 
attended by L200 personal- 
ities from the State of 
Michigan and members of 
the U.S. Senate and House 
of Representatives. 

Following is the text of the 
Crown Prince's address : 

IT GIVES ME great plea- 
sure to have this opportuni- 
ty to address such a distin- 
guished gathering at an 
extremely important junc- 
ture in our efforts to build 
peace and propel economic 
development in our region. 
But allow me first to 
express my deep regrets for 
not being able to be here 
with you today, owing to 
pressing matters of state 
that necessitated my pres- 


ence ar home. I hope I will 
have the pleasure of meet- 
ing with you in the very 
near future. 

The significance of hold- 
ing the Jordan Business 
Week goes beyond the con- 
siderable boost we hope it 
will give to economic coop- 
eration between Jordan and 
the United States. We view 
this event as a key step in 
creating bridges of under- 
standing and human inter- 
action between two like- 
minded nations, whose ulti- 
mate goal is the provision 
of a dignified, prosperous 
and secure life for their 
peoples. 

We believe that there are 
many opportunities for the 
enhancement of economic 
cooperation between the 
private sector in the Great 
Stare of Michigan, in all 
parts of the United States 
and in Jordan. The potential 
for joint ventures and 
investment opportunities is 
enormous. lire realisation 
of this potential has been 
made more possible by the 
economic reforms we have 
introduced, the conclusion 
of the Bilateral Investment 
Treaty between Jordan and 
the United States, as well as 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the 
State of Michigan. These 
agreements give American 


investors equal treatment to 
that given to their Jordanian 
counterparts. They also 
build oq reforms that have 
rendered our market-orient- 
ed economy more compati- 
ble with the global econo- 
my. 

More importantly, we 
have striven to ensure sta- 
bility, peace and security, 
not just for our people, but 
for all countries and peo- 
ples of the Middle East. We 
believe that peace is an 
essential prerequisite for 
achieving human, social 
and economic develop- 
ment We have thus saved 
no effort in doing all that 
we could to build a new 
Middle East marked by 
peace rather than conflict, 
cooperation rather than 
confrontation and under- 
standing rather than mis- 
conceptions. 

We note with sadness the 
trials and tribulations 
through which the peace 
process has been going. 
Such setbacks essentially 
result from lack of commit- 
ment to agreements signed 
and die breakdown of con- 
fidence among the negotiat- 
ing parties. But these diffi- 
culties will not deter us 
from pursuing our noble 
goal. On the contrary, they 
will make us work even 
harder to advance the peace 


process and help all parties 
to the negotiations move 
forward towards the 
achievement of a compre- 
hensive peace that fulfills 
the legitimate rights of all. 
In partnership with the 
United States and other 
concerned parties, we are 
committed to bringing 
about peace and security to 
this important part of the 
world. The peoples of the 
Middle East have suffered 
more than enough from 
conflicts and wars. They 
deserve peace. They 
deserve prosperity. We 
jnust not, will not. waver in 
our determination to help 
them attain these basic 
human rights. 

In conclusion, I would 
like to express my deep 
appreciation to die Hon- 
ourable John Engler, the 
Governor of Michigan, and 
the people of this great 
State for hosting this event, 
which we consider another 
substantial step towards 
forging mutually beneficial 
cooperation. And I look for- 
ward to receiving as many 
of you as possible at the 
American Expo, which we 
will have the pleasure of 
hosting in Amm an in June 
Jext year. I thank you all 
and wish you success. 


Yemeni farmer killed as 
police break up protest 


SANAA (AFP) — A Yemeni 
farmer was killed and another 
injured on Tuesday during 
clashes that erupted when 
police tried to break up a 
protest against a 60 per cent 
hike in theprice of diesel fuel, 
police said . .. „ 

“A farmer was killed l.-aqd 
another injured in clashes 
between the security forces 
and farmers” who on Monday 
had blocked roads linking the 
capital Sanaa with eight 
regional towns, a police source 
told Agence France Presse 
(AFP). 

The police source said all the 
roads to Yemen’s main towns 
had now been opened. 

He added: “All attempts to 
convince the farmer failed and 
the police had no choice but to 
use force.” 

A Yemeni tribal leader 


meanwhile toki AFP that the 
rood between Sanaa and the 
southern town of Maareb was 
blocked Tuesday for the third 
day running. 

The cabinet decided during a 
special- session Saturday id 
raise the price , of diesel by. 60 
per cent, from six riyals (five 
cents) to 10 riyals (eight cents) 
per fare. 

The decision caused hun- 
dreds of fanners, many aimed, 
to take to the streets of both 
Sanaa and Maareh. 

A parliamentary source told 
AFP Tbesday that the govern- 
ment “has no intention of 
backing down on its decision.” 

The Yemeni government 
increased the prioe of gas by 
26 per cent in July. It also has 
raised water and electricity 
rates as part of an economic 
restructuring programme. 


Kuwaiti MP claims attackers 
involved in financial scam 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti MP Abdullah Naibari, 
injured in an assassination 
attempt claimed Tuesday that 
his attackers were involved in a 
financial scam which was 
exposed by a parliamentary 
panel be chaired. 

The liberal MP said a panel 
charged with protecting pibHc 
funds, which be beaded during 
the last parliament, exposed a 
company charging highly 
inflated prices for supplying 
the army with food over three 
or four years. 

Ml Naibari said Gulf Food- 
stuff Company was paid 11 
milli on dinars ($36 million) 
per year for its services, but 
when the coatract was opened 
to competition by the defence 


ministry in 1996 the cost for 
tiie same service was found to 
be four million dinars ($13 
million). 

“I believe that some of the 
owners (of the company) and 
beneficiaries are the crimi- 
nals,” Ml Naibari said, refer- 
ring to the attackers who 
opened fire on him on June 6 
when he was driving back to 
Kuwait City from his beach 
bouse. 

“As a result, die company, 
among them the criminals and 
maybe others, benefited from 
amounts above the real price 
reaching perhaps 20 million or 
30 million dinars ($66 million 
or $99 million) during three or 
four years,’’ he told reporters. 


Regent: Arab blood is as dear to us as Jewish blood to Israel 


(Continued from page 1) 

peace table which we have 
already attended. 

“We have signed a peace 
treaty and we say to those 
critics... that it is better to 
light a candle than to curse 
the dark. Let’s use the peace 
treaty to make our views 
forcefully and clearly to the 
other side,” Prince Hassan 
said. 

"The good news,” said the 
Crown Prince, “is that Jor- 
danian [prisoners in Israel] 
have been released, that our 
respect for human life, for 
Jordanian fife and our firm 
stance on this issue have 
been recognised and 
respected by, not least of all 
the Jordanian family.” 

Prince Hassan noted that 
the assassination attempt 
happened at the eve of the 


revival of the Palestinian- 
Israeli talks and “as we are 
searching for everything at 
the bottom of the barrel to 
swallow so many difficult 
provocations [such as] new 
settlement activities" 

The Crown Prince said 
that Jordan was concerned 
with the basic issues of 
water. refugees and 
Jerusalem, saying that dis- 
cussions on concepts for 
dealing with these issues 
must be stoned- He said 
ocher basic issues which 
must be addressed is the lib- 
eration of the Palestinian 
economy, noting that tire 
size of Palestinian trade with 
Israel is 240 times that with 
Jordan. 

The Crown Prince stressed 
that when it is said that 
Hamas is at some point 
ready to discuss the 


prospects for peace on the 
basis of its position that 
there must be withdrawal 
and changes of the realities 
on the ground, then there is 
an inkling .that the possibili- 
ties for dialogue are there. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
David Ben Gurion presided 
over so many different mili- 
tias at the time of the cre- 
ation of the Jewish state and 
these militias were brought 
together within the Israeli 
army and that Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
President Yasser Arafat had 
tried in the past to bring all 
Palestinian factions together. 

“I think that any security 
concept for this region 
should be inclusive of all," 
said Prince Hassan, stressing 
that people who are acutely 
wedded to extreme actions 
are different from those who 


are chronically terror orient- 
ed and are people who are 
suffering from the econom- 
ics and politics of despair. 

Asked why IBs Majesty 
King Hussein did not 
receive Mr. Netanyahu when 
he last came to Jordan, 
Prince Hassan, who stressed 
the anger with which the 
Kingdom reacted to attack 
on Mr. Misha' al said that 
the "chemistry of the rela- 
tionship at the time was 
extremely difficult” and at 
the time “when we were 
talking about the possibility 
of policy changes to include 
a broad based discussion 
with all Palestinians,” the 
assassination attempt took 
place. 

In response to a question 
about the purpose of his 
recent visit to the United 
Slates, Prince Hassan said 


the nip came when there 
was heavy Egyptian, Syrian 
and Palestinian diplomatic 
presence in Washington to 
assess the next step in light 
of U.S. special envoy to the 
peace process Dennis Ross’ 
mission in the region and 
incremental diplomacy. 

He said the visit represent- 
ed a desire to build on U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Alhright’s mis- 
sion in Jordan and to make it 
clear that “Jordan is not a 
country that is taken for 
granted, that we are there on 
the diplomatic circuit and 
that we have a contribution 
to make.” 

Prince Hassan also pointed 
to the support which Jordan 
enjoys with the American 
Congress and administra- 
tion. 


Council of Islamic Organisations 
criticises Egyptian ambassador to 
Israel for ‘reflecting bad image 9 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Council of Islamic Organi- 
sations in Jordan criticised 
Egyptian Ambassador to 
Israel Mohammad 

Bassiouni for what it said 
“reflecting a bad image of 
Arabs and Muslims ” 

In a statement issued on 
Tuesday, the council said 
that Ambassador 

Bassiouni. who was report- 
ed to have tried to rape an 
Israeli bellydancer, should 
have acted more responsi- 
bly, saying “his deeds 
should reflect the country 
that he represents. 


“We have noticed for 
years that his political 
statements on Israeli televi- 
sion reflect weakness and 
petty attitude” ihe state- 
ment said. 

“Egypt is die second 
home for all Arabs and har- 
bours Al Azhar Institute. Is 
it possible that its represen- 
tative deals with a naked 
bellydancer and his photos 
are shown all over the 
world while Israeli police 
investigates a rape charge 
against him?” said foe 
statement 

Envoy Bassiouni, who 


has been ambassador to 
Israel since 1986, consid- 
ered returning home after 
foe bellydancer scandal but 
later changed his mind 
after he was assured that no 
charges would be brought 
against him_ 

Egypt was die first Arab 
country to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979, 
but relations between the 
two countries have deterio- 
rated rapidly since the elec- 
tion of right-wing Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in May of 1996. 


Israel arrests woman linked to Islamists 


(Continned from page 1) er. 


Jerusalem, 

Ms. Ayyan, 35, was 
arrested in 1987 for plan- 
ning to explode a carbomb 
outside the offices of then 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. Her eight- 
year sentence was later 
increased to 25 years after 
she stabbed a fellow prison- 


She was released in Feb- 
ruary along with 29 other 
Palestinian women prison- 
ers in a deal reached 
between Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
and foe Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority. 

Their release was part of a 
general release of Palestin- 
ian prisoners which was 


agreed upon in self-rule 
accords but which Israel 
has not fully implemented. 

The Israeli army has 
arrested hundreds of Pales- 
tinians suspected of belong- 
ing to Jihad or foe larger 
group, foe Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas), 
has conducted two suicide 
bombings in Jerusalem in 
July and September. 


U.S. envoy ends another Mideast 
mission without concrete results 


(Continued from page 1) 

The committees were 
relaunched by Mr. Ross 
three weeks ago after being 
suspended since March, but 
Palestinians have com- 
plained that Israel was 
stalling progress for politi- 
cal reasons behind the guise 
of alleged security con- 
cerns. 

Aside from foe airport, 
foe committees deal with 
foe creation of a route 
across Israel for Palestini- 
ans to move between foe 
West Bank and Gaza, foe 
opening of a port in Gaza 
and foe freeing of Palestin- 
ian prisoners. 

Faced with the wide gaps 
between foe two sides over 
larger issues which have 


impeded full resumption of 
foe peace process, particu- 
larly Palestinian demands 
for a halt in Jewish settle- 
ment construction, Mr. 
Ross bad pushed this week 
for progress on foe interim 
issues. 

A breakthrough here 
would have given a boost to 
U.S. mediation efforts 
ahead of a meeting between 
top Israeli and Palestinian 
officials with U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright in Washington 
Oct. 27. 

Those talks are due to 
tackle foe tougher issues, 
including Palestinian 
demands for a halt to settle- 
ment building and imple- 
mentation of suspended 
Israeli troop withdrawals 


from foe West Bank, 
allow foe launching 
accelerated negotiations 
a final peace settlement. 

1 But despite an impressi 
array of security and mi 
taiy chiefs at foe Araf 
Mordechaj talks, 
progress on any of t 
interim issues wt 
announced. 

The heads of Pales tini 
security, Jibril Rajot 
Mohammad Dahlan a 
Amin Hindi, along wi 
Israel’s chief of sh 
Anuion Shahak and dome 
tic and army intelligen 
chiefs Ami Ayalon a 
Moshe Yaalon split off fro 
Messrs Arafat, Mordect 
and Ross to hold their o\ 
talks during the meeting. 


Israeli troops beat Arab unconscious 


(Continued from page 1) 

observer, a member of the 
temporary international 
presence in Hebron, 

deployed in foe town. 

Mr. Abu Sinena showed 
reporters marics and 

scratches on his stomach 
and back. 


Around 30 Jewish settlers 
scuffled with journalists. A 

Renters came raman said 
foe settlers attacked him 
and other journalists and 
damaged his camera. He 
said police detained two 
settlers. 

Hebron, home to 100,000 
Palestinians and 400 Jewish 


settlers, is a frequent flag] 
point for Arab-lsraeli vie 
lence. 

Israeli troops withdre 
from most of the town i 
January under an agret 
mem with foe Palestinia 
National Authority but ai 
still deployed around Jev 
ish settlements. 
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Private sector finds 


SSC investments reach JD965m I ! I horoscope 


prices not encouraging 
for importing wheat 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Times StaffReponer 


AMMAN — Despite the 
government’s permission 
to the private sector to 
import wheat and help 
reduce the cost of bread* if 
possible, only one or two 
deals have been carried 
out, Abdul Elah A1 
Hamawi told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday. 

Mr. Hamawi. president 
of the General Syndicate ■ 
of Bakery Owners in Jor- 
dan, said the private sector 
has found it unprofitable 
to import wheat if the 
international price 

remains around $175 per 
tonne. 

To be able to import 
wheat and generate profit, 
taking into consideration 
the limit of 200 fils per 
kilogramme for first class 
white bread, the interna- 
tional price should cost 
about $15 less per tonne. 
Mr. Hamawi explained. 

He indicated that the 
‘Tabbaa Gronp” was suc- 
cessful in securing a bar- 


gain this year when they 
bought two shipments of 
wheat, each amounting to 
10,000 tonnes, at around 
5150 per tonne. 

“However, the amount 
was too small to affect 
bread prices in the mar- 
ket,” Mr. Hamawi added, 
noting that the Jordanian 
importer was given gov- 
ernment facilities to store 
the wheat for a short peri- 
od. 

The chief of the syndi- 
cate explained that the 
huge financing required to 
import thousands of 
tonnes of wheat and the 
handling costs, as well as 
management expenses, do 
not encourage any group 
from the private sector to 
enter into a deal while the 
international price 

remains in the range of 
$175 per tonne. 

Mr. Hamawi denied that 
the price of bread in 
Egypt, Syria and other 
countries in the region has 
dropped recently and 
emphasised that the price 
of one kilogramme of 


CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 


Invitation for Submission of Offers 


Civil Aviation Authority/Committee for the investments of 
public places at civil airports invites bidders to submit 
their offers for the investments of (Outdoors Commercial 
Signs) on the road leading from the entrance of Queen 
Alia International Airport Under the following conditions: 


1 . Bidders should submit a bank guarantee or a 
certified cheque from a prime bank in Jordan 
equivalent to 1 0 per cent of the offer, valid for three 
months. 

2. Bidders should submit two separate offers 
(Technical and financial) in a sealed envelop with full 
address of bidder. 

3 . Only companies whom they are officially registered 
in the field directly related to the subject of the 
tender are Invited to submit their offers to the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Jordan accompanied with 
official registration. 

4 . Bidders are welcomed to visit the site which is along 
the road from the entrance bridge to the main road. 
They are also welcomed to call the secretary of the 
investments committee for any information 
regarding this tender on Tel. 892282/ext. 612. 

5 . Bidders should submit their detailed offer no longer 
than the 30th of November 1997 at 2 p.m. to the 
secretary of the investments committee at Civil 
Aviation Authority/Amman. 

6 . The duration of the contract shall not exceed 5 
years commencing on the date of installing the first 
sign and not later than 30 days from the dale of 
signing the contract. 

7. The second party undertakes to pay an annual 
payment (investment) to the first party. 

8. The second party undertakes to install the 
advertisement signs as agreed upon in accordance 
with the designs & models presented to CAA and 
approved on them in writings. 


CapL Jaser Zayyad 
Director General CAA 


large Arabic bread 
remains at 200 fils. 

“Any bakery charging 
above this price is violat- 
ing the regulations,” he 
stressed. 

Asked whether it is pos- 
sible that the government 
is saving money by buying 
wheat at internationally 
low price ($173 per 
tonne). Mr. Hamawi said: 
“I can honestly assure 
you that when taking into 
consideration all the costs 
and expenses associated 
with the import of wheat, 
the government is neither 
benefitting nor losing,” he 
said, adding: 

“A simple computation 
shows that the cost of 
bread was so carefully cal- 
culated in detail that the 
international price of 
wheat, which fluctuates 
between S170 and S175 
per tonne, reflects the 
right equation that satis- 
fies all parties." 

Mr. Hamawi detailed the 
relevant events of the past 
two years, highlighting the 
following main points: 
When the international 
price reached $230 per 
tonne, the price of a kilo- 
gramme of bread was set 
at 250 fils after accurate 
calculations and studies. 

The price of a kilo- 
gramme of bread was 
reduced to 220 fils when 
the international price 
dropped to $206 per 
tonne. 

As . the international 
price fell further, to SI 75 
per tonne, the price of 
bread was cut to 200 fils 
per kilogramme, Mr. 
Hamawi explained. 

He revealed that die situ- 
ation became tense many 
weeks ago when the inter- 
national price for wheat 
rose suddenly to over 
$185 per tonne and con- 
sultations started on how 
to confront a possible 
problem if the price stayed 
at that level. 

Noting that the price 
later returned to the $175 
per tonne level, Mr. 
Hamawi declined to pre- 
dict how prices will move 
in the future. He said that 
prices can move either 
way in matter of hours. 

A request for more infor- 
mation from the Supply 
Secretary General 

Mohammad Smadi was 
turned down. “Dr. Smadi 
says he has no comment" 
his secretary said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Invest- 
ments by the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) have 
reached JD965 million until 
the end of last month, regis- 
tering an increase of JD100 
million since the end of 1996, 
according to SSC Director 
General Safvvan Touqan. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence in his office to mark the 
SSC’s 19th anniversary. Dr. 
Touqan said the corporation 
invested 51.96 per cent of its 
funds in banks, 17.22 per cent 
in various firms, 25.17 per 
cent in vaious financing, and 
5.65 per cent in real estates. 

Until the end of last month, 
the SSC’s overall income 
from these investments 
amounted to JD5S.2 million 
bat Dr. Touqan expected the 
income to rise to nearly JD77 


million by the end of 1997. 

He indicated that the SSC 
has shares worth JD166 mil- 
lion in more than 100 firms 
pointing out that the net prof- 
it from these investments 
amounted to JD4.5 million 
during the first nine months 
of 1997. The net profit was 
JD1 million higher than the 
figure posted during the 
same period of 1996. 

Dr. Touqan expected the 
SSC to invest nearly JD20 
million from its funds in var- 
ious projects during the 
remaining part of this year. 
He said the SSC's total 
investments in various real 
estate schemes, including 
tourism projects, until the 
end of last month amounted 
to JD 54.5 million. 

During the first nine 


months of this year, he said, 
the SSC collected a total of 
JD145 million from workers 
under the SSC umbrella, 
pointing out that the total 
number of workers has 
reached 359,069. 

Dr. Touqan noted that in 
the first nine months of 1997 
the SSC spent JD35.4 mil- 
lion as compensation or 
other payments to the bene- 
ficiaries bringing up the total 
amount spent on the benefi- 
ciaries since 1980 and until 
the end of last month to 
JD273 milli on. 

A total of 547 entities came 
under the SSC umbrella dur- 
ing the first nine months of 
1997. raising to 11,890 the 
total number of firms cov- 
ered by the SSC since 1980,. 
Dr. Touqan concluded. 


Founders of A1 Quds Fund 


pushing hard to begin 


building in Arab Jerusalem 


By Tssam Qa rfwmani 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Major founders 
of the A1 Quds Fund for 
Reconstruction and Invest- 
ment are pushing hard 
towards the commencement 
of the housing projects in the 
Arab city of Jersualem before 
the end of 1997. 

The fund's board chairman. 
Adui Majeed Shoman. said 
work is under way to enable 
the fund to start operations 
before the end of the year. 

Board member Munib 
Masri announced that the 
board will bold .a meeting 
Wednesday in Amman to 
review the fund's achieve- 
ments since its establishment 
last May. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Masri said the 


board is now discussing four 
important projects connected 
with housing in Jerusalem, 
adding: “We are exerting 
great efforts towards com- 
mencing such projects before 
the end of the year.” 

“ Since its establishment as 
a public shareboling company 
in one of the British islands 
we want this fund to serve as 
an investment arm to combat 
Israel's Judaisation plans of 
the city," he said. 

Some 80 shareholders, out 
of an original 200 who attend- 
ed the founding meeting, 
have pumped S40 million into 
the hind. 

Mr. Masri said: “We have 
commitment to the tune of 
$67 million of the total funds 
capital whose ceiling was set 
ar 5100 million but the board 
hopoes it will be raised to 


S500 milli on.- 

“The board will soon organ- 
ise a tour of Arab countries 
with the purpose of raising 
the initial capital to S100 mil- 
lion so that the fund can start 
building homes within the 
Jerusalem area.” according to 
Mr. Masri. 

He indicated that the fund 
will also seek to finance the 
completion of the construc- 
tion of 600 bousing units 
whose owners have not been 
able to do, noting that at least 
S200 million will be needed 
for this project 

The Arab Bank holds an 
equity of $10 million of the 
fund's capital but Messers 
Shoman. Masri and Hasib 
Sabbagh each bolds $5 mil- 
lion equity in the funds capi- 
tal. 


Construction of a railway between 
Jordanian cities likely to start by end of ‘98 


By Suha Ma'ayeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The construction 
of a railway that will connect 
Amman. Zarqa, Mafraq and 
Iibid is expected to start by the 
end of 1998, Ministry of Trans- 
port Secretary General Issa 
Ayoub told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday. 

Mr Ayoub said the ministry 
plans to select an international 
consultant to prepare a request 
for offers from interested bid- 
ders. 

‘The ministry will shortlist 
the qualified consultants who 


will be asked to draw the main 
features of the project such as 
the number of passengers who 
wiU use the trains and the feasi- 
bility of the project in general” 
said Mn Ayoub. 

The project, aimed at reduc- 
ing traffic in the densely popu- 
lated areas, will also be used to 
transport commodities to and 
from Mafraq and Iibid, be 
added. 

The secretary general empha- 
sised that the project will take 
into consideration the environ- 
ment since it has become an 
issue of great concern in Jor- 
dan. 


The trains will not operate on 
diesel in order to further protect 
the environment,” Me Ayoub 
stressed.. 

It was earlier reported that, so 
fan four European countries 
and Panada have already 
expressed interest to implement 
the project, which is expected 
to cost more than $1 million. 

The project, expected to 
become opeiakmal after two 
years, was presented to 
investors and foreign compa- 
nies during the Middle East and 
North Africa economic sum- 
mits in Amman and Cairo in 
1995 and 1996. 


THE Daily Crossword 


.ACROSS 
1 Thrash 
5 Terra — 

10 Teasdatethe 
poet 

14 Rich source 

15 One bom under 
the Ram sign 

16 Baby’s place 

17 Monitor picture 

18 Lift up 

19 Part 

20 Give up 

23 Expression of 
surprise 

24 Show 
agreement 

25 Solicit 

28 Bewitch 

32 Company 

bigwig: abbr. 

35 Bovine 

37 Civil rights 
leader, Parks 

38 Summer 
vacation place 

39 Give up 

42 Poker stake 

43 Singer James 

44 More strange 

45 Not neg. 

46 A Roosevelt 

48 Amen 

49 Doctor's gp. 

50 Alphabet run 

52 Give qo 

61 Sofa 

62 Cigarette, e.g. 

63 Tableware item 

64 Swindle 

1 65 Takes a load off 

66 Scuffle 

67 Golf scores 

68 Frock 

69 Swerves, 
nautkally 


I 1 I" H 1" In In In 


III wm B 129 1 30 131 
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by Edgar R. Fontaine 


DOWN 

1 Flutter 

2 Scottish lake 

3 Aroma 

4 Columbus' 
birthplace 

5 One-name 
singer 

6 Pump — (lift 
weights) 

7 Profusion 


8 Pulpy mixture 

9 TV items 

10 Fish 

11 In — (fined up) 

12 Anger 

13 Genesis name 

21 At what place? 

22 Small child 

25 Theater org. 

26 Office worker, 
briefly 

27 The Eve of SL 
Agnes’ poet 

29 Where the 
Minoans lived 

30 Plantain Bly 

31 Oriental 

32 — striper 
(volunteer) 

33 Master of 
ceremonies 

34 Turandot.’ e.g. 

36 Wind dir. 

38 No gentleman, 
he 

40 Slid back 

41 Flambeau 


GEUOK 3 E 3 □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□□ □□□ 
□□□ 

□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
ntDHQna □□□□□□ 

□DQBOO □□□□□□ 

□□□□□ □□□□□ ana 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□qq □□□□□ annas 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□Danas □□□□□□ 
□□□□□a nnana 
dqq EQaamanansa 
gpjpj ssasa HQEEQ 
pod asnaa Sanaa 


C n^77! fcWWMgfl,San *” t - lnc - 

rtgws waved. 



HOW MANY VOH.S0SK 
JOBS HAVE hundreds 
you HAD? I T QiFficr 


46 Ostrich kin 

47 Haunt 

49 — apple 

51 — Duck 

52 Metal fastener 

53 Killer whale 

54 Mythomaniac 


55 Gen. Bradley 

56 Snout 

57 — out (makes 
do) 

58 Asia's mistress 

59 Type of poker 

60 "The — the Emit 



ANDVOUVE BEEN 
FIRED FROM EVERY 
JOB YOU EVER HAD?. 


WELHWS 
NOT VERY iTJjJSrS' 

• y (quitter* 


i wm 




FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22. 1997 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc, j 


AMES: 

(March 21 to April 19) Make changes to your partnership, 
your home, your career. You've been confronting very 
tough issues. Now, make your choice. The decisions you 
could affecryour life for years to come. Do the obvi- 
ous. Choose a life you love. You have the courage to make 
it happen. 

TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) The rats are racing at waip speed 
today. This shows up in your job. You may have to apply 
what you’re learning very quickly in a work-related situa- 
tion. You always learn better through experience. Keep 
your wits about you today and you'll do just fine. 
GEMINI: 

(May 21 to June 21) You don't have a moment to waste. 
You need to settle a matter pertaining to money and your 
true love. Or it could be money and one of your children. 
You’ve been hagglin g about this for days. You and the 
other person need to stop arguing. Make up your minds 
and get on with life. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(Tune 22 to July 21) You’re in a tense situation. There are 
major planetary influences on Cancer, Libra. Capricorn 
and Aries. Ever notice you're attracted to those types? 
Sometimes the fur flies too, and this could be one of those 
days. Don't give up for a minute. You're winning! 

.> LEO: 

(July 22 to August 21) The situation that’s been plaguing 
yon all week is finally going to be resolved, one way or the 
other. You’re in the middle of a battle. It's getting more 
obvious what needs to be done next. You're stronger, bat 
so is die opposition. Act quickly but not hastily. Be deci- 
sive bat not inflexible. 

VIRGO: 

<Angust 22 to September 22) There are a lot of changes 
going on. Some of them affect your work and finances. It's 
.time. to get creative. Look at the possibilities you previ- 
ously rejected. There’s change coming to your home. It 
&Bzghz.ak well be -one that you plan, and control. 

‘ . LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) An opportunity is still avail- 
able. It looks like you've already met the contact you need. 
But die results are not quite in. You may feel threatened by 
recent changes. Don’t get defensive. Instead, make the 
choice you’ve been thinking about Don't put this off any 
longer. 

SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21) Tomorrow, everything will 
c han ge. The good news is that for you, it definitely 
changes for the better. You need to take action now. You 
can’t afford to wait around and think about it any longer. 
Do that thing you’ve been hoping you would do — and be 
quick about it 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) If there is something 
you’d like to rearrange, you’d better do it now. Tomorrow 
will be more difficult You could make a new agreement 
pertaining to money. Another area most likely to see action 
is in your love life. Establish your independence now, or 
forever hold your peace. 

CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) This is an amazing day. The 
current flurry of activity is about to come to a close. Your 
partnership might be changing. Something in your job 
needs modification. Get both of them straightened out 
immediately. You've thought about this long enough. Now 
get going. 

AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) This is a very volatile day. 
Tomorrow will be much more stable. Make changes right 
now affect your work place and travel. Use new informa- 
tion to keep ahead of die competition. You're not very sure 
of yourself just yet, but that's -OK. You’re learning by 
doing. 

PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) There’s a lot of activity going 
on. Be very careful if you’re driving in traffic. Also, watch 
your .money. There are all kinds of secret matters to deal 
with, tob. Don't worry about iq just trust your intuition. 
Everything, in due time, will become obvious. 


Biirthstoneof October: Opal — Tourmaline 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasber gen 

“eiASBEgG&d 


“No problem lasts forever. If you hang 
in there, something much worse will 
come along to take its place." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAM! 
® by Henri Am old and Mite ArgJrta 


ThaTs your bstea tkns 


ARBSS 


He prances 
10 limes 
a day 




eiHT’Mun Utda Savtaa, ma 


RUHYR 


LESPEN 



1 I 


TO GET GOOP 
AT CLIMBING 
you MUST 


TIPOLE 


Mow arrange the circled letters to 
toon the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hers; 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday 

Jumbles; MINER LUNGE UPLIFT BARIUM 
Answer; Whai the young photographer thought the 
Dghting lesson was - ILLUMINATING 
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Cairo Amman Bank receives 
authorisation to raise capital to JD20m 


** THE GENERAL assembly of the 
Cairo Amman Bank has approved, at an 
extraordinary meeting, increasing the 
bank’s capital from JD 10 million to JD20 
million. The increase will be carried out 
through offering JD5 million worth of 
shares at par value to present sharehold- 
ers in a private subscription. 

The remaining JD5 million will come 
from capitalising JD5 million of reserves 
and retained earnings and, consequently, 
distributing half a share free bonus for 
every share of capital owned by the 
shareholders. 

Board Chairman Khalil Talhouni told 
the general assembly that the bank eyes 
bringing up the capital to JD30 million at 
a later stage on the strength of sharehold- 
ers’ equity rising to JD30 million by the 


end of this year and to between JD40 
million and JD50 million at the later 
stage. 

Mr. Talhouni expected the bank to post 
a pre-tax profit between JD10 million 
and JD12 million this year and said that 
the bank’s management is thinking of 
branching outside Jordan and Palestine 
and marketing new products. He boasted 
that the bank ranked the first in the Pales- 
tinian territories in terms of deposits in 
Jordanian dinars and for holding around 
25 per cent of total Palestine deposits. 

General Manager Yazid Mufti estimat- 
ed the bank’s total assets at the end of 
June at more than S 1.000 milli on and 
said efforts were being intensified to cut 
costs and boost efficiency and productiv- 
ity (A1 Ra’i + AI Aswaq + AJ Dustour). 


Non-Jordanian investments account for 6% 
of total investments during 9 months 


** ACCORDING TO the latest statistics 
issued by the Directorate of Companies 
Control, there are 376 non-Jordanian 
investors registered at the Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Supply. The total 
investments of non- Jordanians during the 
first nine months of this year amounted to 
JD 10.46 million. The figure represented 
six per cent of the total investments which 


amounted to JD 174.9 million during the 
period covered. 

During the past month, only two non- 
Jordanian operating companies and four 
non-operating companies were registered. 
During September 1996, only three com- 
panies were registered as non-operating 
non-Jordanian firms (AJ Ra’i). 



The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Anani to head delegation to the MENA conference 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jawad Anani, 
deputy prime minister for 
development affairs, will 
bead the Jordanian delegation 
to the controversial Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) conference, sched- 
uled to be held in Qatar next 
month. a government 
spokesman announced Tues- 
day. 

Acting Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Naser 
Lawzi said the Jordanian del- 
egation will discuss joint ven- 
tures with participants, 
including Israelis, during the 
three-day meeting. 


The minister, who was 
speaking following the 
biweekly Cabinet session, 
said ministers of industry, 
trade and supply, planning, 
water and irrigation and rep- 
resentatives of the private 
sector will accompany Dr. 
Anani. 

Mr. Lawzi said Jordan will 
submit several projects in the 
fields of transportation, ener- 
gy, communications and 
water to the conference in 
addition to the phosphate, 
potash, fertilisers and cement 

industries. 

The minister said the Jor- 
danian delegation will dis- 
cuss "regional projects” with 
parti cipan ting countries. 


Mr. Lawzi said Jordan’s 
decision to take pan in the 
conference and the level of its 
representation was not dis- 
cussed with any Arab country 
at any stage prior to this tune. 

Several Arab states have 
objected to Israeli participa- 
tion in the conference and 
called for boycotting the 
meeting because of the Israeli 
presence. 

Those states urged the 
Qatari government to cancel 
or at least postpone the meet- 
ing until a progress is 
achieved in the stalled peace 
process. 

The MENA conference in 
Qatar is the fourth in a series 
of similar meetings that are 


part of the multilateral talks 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. 

The first meeting was held 
in Casablanca in 1994 and 
was followed by another one 
in Amman in 1995 and in 
Cairo in 1996. 

Meanwhile, representatives 
of private sector said that 
they have not received any 
invitation to attend the meet- 
ing as part of the Jordanian 
delegation. 

Fakhri Bilbeisi, a member 
of the Jordan Businessmen 
Association (JBA) said that 
no invitation was extended to 
the JBA. 

“What we know for sure is 
that selected people repre- 


senting the private sector will 
attend but as far as the JBA is 
concerned, nothing has been 
received yet," Mr. Bilbeisi 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

Waiid Khatib, general man- 
ager of the Amman Chamber 
of Industry (ACT), confirmed 
Mr. Bilbeisi ’s accounts and 
said that a proposed meeting 
scheduled to be held to dis- 
cuss this issue was postponed 
for no specific reason. 

Mr. Khatib said the meet- 
ing, organised by the Min- 
istry of Trade, Industry and 
Supply, was expected to dis- 
cuss the private sector’s par- 
ticipation in the MENA con- 
ference. 


Jordanian businessmen opposed to Doha conference 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan’s busi- 
ness lobbies said Tuesday 
they disapproved of next 
month’s major regional eco- 
nomic conference in Doha 
while Israel flouted its peace 
pledges but would not stop 
individual members from 
attending. 

They said the timing of the 
conference in Qatar was not 
appropriate, and although 
they would send a formal 
delegation they were active- 
ly discouraging private sec- 
tor participation. 

“So it’s left for every mem- 
ber to take his position on an 
individual basis,” said Wasef 
Azar, vice chairman of the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try, grouping 9,000 members 
who are the backbone of 
industry. 

‘The timing of the confer- 


ence is not appropriate 
because Israel continues to 
place obstacles on the export 
of Jordanian goods to the 
Palestinian market," said 
Riad Saifi, a vice chairman 
of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Mr. Saifi said the 12-mem- 
ber board of the powerful 
business lobby which groups 
more than 30,000 trading 
fijms had yet to decide 
whether to participate or not 

Many businessmen see the 
fourth Middle East and 
North Africa summit as help- 
ing Israel to integrate eco- 
nomically in the Arab World 
prematurely, before It has 
delivered on its Middle East 
peace pledges. 

Mr. Azar avoided criticis- 
ing die government, which 
approved Tuesday sending a 
high-level delegation heated 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs 


Jawad Anani, and leading 
ministers including the Cen- 
tral Bank governor. 

"The government is in an 
embarrassing position and 
has a desire to attend, which 
means we cannot let our 
government alone in the 
field,” Mr. Azar told Reuters. 

Jordan’s foreign minister 
has described the conference 
as a “golden opportunity" to 
present to international 
investors many of the busi- 
ness projects for which the 
country seeks foreign capi- 
tal. 

“Jordan will present its 
projects and capabilities and 
will hold meetings to 
encourage their implementa- 
tion,” said government 
spokesman Nasser Al Lawzi 
after a cabinet meeting Tues- 
day. 

For the second year in a 
row the Jordanian private 
sector is not presenting its 


own projects to the confer- 
ence but the government has 
submitted its own wish list 
which includes investment 
needs of huge private enter- 
prises. 

They include multi-billion- 
dollar projects in energy 
such as a $500 million pro- 
ject to expand and revamp its 
only refinery, a $3 billion 
Aqaba free trade zone, 
tourism infrastructure pro- 
jects and a proposed $150 
million exhibition centre. 

Similar projects which Jor- 
dan took to the last three 
Middle East meetings have 
struggled to raise investor 
interest. 

Echoing the views of many 
businessmen, Mr. Azar said 
that it would have been bet- 
ter if Jordan had taken a 
“tougher stance" by not 
attending, to show its dis- 
pleasure at Israeli practices. 

‘The mere presence of 
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PAST 12 MONTHS 
HIGH LOW 


346.000 243.000 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 
THE BOUSING BK. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULF BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 
BEIT - AL-MAL (BUZINA) 


NO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
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CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 237.49 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 114.51 *CHC: 



2.050 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.0 

5.35 

30 

28912 

54062 

1.87 

1.67 

_ 


4.030 

1.320 

IRBID ELECTRICITY 

21. B 

3-14 

7 

950 

3539 

3.80 

3.66 

.14- 

r 

3.100 

2.450 

HIHEH MINERALS 

16.2 

4.B8 

1 

100 

320 

3.05 

3.20 

.15+ 


7.500 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

7.7 

5.00 

1 

200 

1400 

7.00 

7.00 



3.830 

2.890 

ARAB XNTL.XNV.EDUC. 

10.1 

0.00 

3 

400 

1536 

3.80 

3.87 

.07+ 


1.140 

.900 

ZARKA EDUCATION ■ 

9 

0.00 

2 

450 

414 

.92 

.92 



2.230 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.21 

1 

500 

885 

1.76 

1.77 

.01+ 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 111.97 *C8G> 

40.44 

45 

31512 

62155 





4.450 

3.030 

JOR. CEMENT FACT- 

21.9 

3.37 

69 

21B25 

70206 

3.15 

3.26 

.11+ 


11.160 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARX 

10.7 

8.05 

19 

2580 

28607 

11.11 

11.04 

.07- 

* 

3.260 

1.410 

INDUSTRIAL CCHM-AGR. 

9 

0.00 

11 

2000 

2751 

1.41 

1.36 

.05- 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MART- 

11.9 

4.62 

22 

7979 

34765 

4.33 

4.33 


* 

7.250 

5.000 

JOR. CERAMIC IND- 

4.9 

4.21 

2 

1900 

9025 

5.00 

4.75 

.25- 


1.480 

1.050 

RATI A INDUSTRIES 

X 9 

0.00 

12 

2850 

3620 

1.25 

1.27 

.02+ 


6.000 

4.300 

DAR KLSAHA DV.INV. 

13.9 

4.42 

3 

650 

3679 

5.70 

5.66 

.04- 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

5.9 

10.00 

4 

885 

2209 

2.50 

2.50 



.710 

.450 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

10.4 

0.00 

11 

6900 

3414 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

9 

17150 

9776 

.57 

.57 



1.200 

.510 

INTERNED. PETRO. CHEH. 

9 

0.00 

8 

3000 

1620 

.54 

.54 

_ 


.920 

.530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

325 

.67 

.65 

.02- 


.890 

.530 

JOR. SULPBO-CHEH 

9 

0.00 

5 

3550 

2346 

.68 

.66 

.02- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM. CHEH. 

16.9 

5.30 

4 

1000 

1320 

1.31 

1.32 

.01+ 


l.BBO 

1.080 

UN IV. MODN.XNDS. 

P 

.21 

11 

8100 

10044 

1.24 

1.24 



1.460 

.890 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

12.0 

11.24 

S 

1250 

1113 

-B9 

.89 

- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. MEW CABLE CO. 

15.8 

0.00 

24 

19067 

16340 

.87 

.86 

.01- 


1.330 

1.080 

INTI.. TOBACCO 

6.5 

,0.00 

9 

7046 

8370 

1.18 

1.19 

.01+ 


1.200 

.860 

UNION CH. 6 VEG. 

50.9 

0.00 

1 

SO 

56 

1.13 

1.12 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115.80 Z CBG: 40.44 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 171.00 *CSG: 40.27 


JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-5HARQ INV. CO. 
AL-DAHLIYAH 75* 
UNITED FOR FI HAN. INV 
ARAB ZNTL.XNV.TRD. 
NAIL. TEXTILE 
NATL. MULT. ENG. KAMI CO 
NAYZAX DIES G MOULDS 
JORDAN STEEL 
MIDBAST PHABK. 75* 
RAZE PHARM. 85* 

XNDS. ENG. 

NAT .ALUMINIUM. 75* 
ARAB ENT. FOOD FACT. 
HID -EAST COMPLEX 


GRAND TOTAL 


MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUESDAY 21/10/1997 


10.4 0.00 13 22750 8873 

9 0.00 4 789 204 

0 0.00 4 lOOOO 4000 

P 0.00 3 B01 673 

69.1 0.00 1 1000 470 

69.9 0.00 1 1000 1150 

44.9 0.00 5 2260 878 

9 0.00 5 : 900 333 

9 0.00 ■ 6 5550 2225 

9 0.00 2 88 36 

34.4 6.58 5 1625 1234 

E 0.00 15 11900 4641 

E 0.00 2 2100 1070 

9 0.00 1 1000 310 

96.0 0.00 2 3350 1474 

37.6 0.00 1 500 390 

7.4 16.67 13 34700 20820 


64 100323 48801 


.39 

.76 

-40 

.84 .01- 

.72 .01- 

1.15 .024 

.39 
.37 
.41 

.41 .02- 

.76 

.64 

.65 .01- 

.31 

.69 

.78 .03- 

.60 .01- 


Israel in the midst of the 
gathering may appear as 
though we are insensitive to 
our humiliation and its viola- 
tion of our sovereignty,” Mr. 
Azar said. 

Israel’s relations with Jor- 
dan, its closest peace partner 
since the two countries 
signed a peace treaty in 
1994, have soured recently 
and plummeted new depths 
last month when Israeli 
agents tried to kill an 
Islamist leader in Amman 
last month. 

Businessmen say Israel 
continues to put obstacles in 
the way of business ties with 
Jordan’s natural market in 
the West Bank. 

Many Jordanian business- 
men are disappointed with 
lack of tangible benefits 
from peace and say the cli- 
mate for making business 
ventures with Israeli firms is 
still not ripe. 


Senior IFC 
official 
begins 
Jordan visit 


AMMAN (J.T.)-Jannik 
Lindbaek, the executive 
vice president of the 
International Finance 
Corporation (IFC), a 
member of the World 
Bank Group and the 
largest multilateral source 
of loan and equity financ- 
ing for private sector pro- 
jects in the developing 
countries, Tuesday started 
a visit to Jordan. Mr. 
Lindbaek will be visiting 
senior officials of the 
government and the pri- 
vate sector in Jordan. His 
visit will include projects 
to which the EFC has 
already extended finance. 
The Jordanian Business- 
men Association held a 
reception for Mr. Lind- 
baek at the Forte Grande 
Hotel Tuesday. 

Mr. Lindbaek is sched- 
uled to visit Amman 
Chamber of Industry 
today, in addition to 
major industrialists in the 
country. After this meet- 
ing, Mr. Lindbaek will be 
holding a press confer- 
ence. At present, the 
IFC’s current portfolio in 
Jordan amounts to $86.3 
million in equity partici- 
pation and loans extended 
to the private sector for 
the manufacture of tissue 
'paper, fertilisers, pharma- 
ceuticals aluminium, and 
tin the telecommunica- 
tions field. 
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Sports 


Premier Leagueroundu; 


Final week of 1st round begins today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 9th and 
final week of the first round 
of the Premier League kicks 
off Wednesday when 
Shabab A1 Hussein take on 
second placed A1 Ramtha in 
the first of the week’s five 
matches. 

Titleholders A1 Wihdat 
lead the standings and will 
be facing last-placed A1 
Karmel Friday hoping to 
score another win and con- 
solidate their lead atop the 
10-team competition. 

A1 Wihdat are the onlyi 
unbeaten team so far and; 
have a 3-point lead over A1 
Ramtha who scored a 1-0 
crucial win over A1 Faisali 
last week to take second 
place. 

A1 Faisali will play A1 
Jazireh Friday hoping that 
A1 Ramtha stumble while 
they score a win to reclaim 
second place going into the 
second round which starts 
next month. 


A1 Baqaa who moved up 
one place last week will 
Lake on A1 Hussein while A 1 
Afali who dropped to 6th 
will meet AI Qadissieh. 

As teams struggle to 
improve their form and 
standings, Al Faisali this 
week announced that 
Mohammad Al Ashhab, a 
key striker in now first divi- 
sion Sahab club, will join 
their team soon. 

Meanwhile, with eight 
weeks of the competition 
completed. Al Ramtha' s 


Mouaffaq Abu Hdeib leads 
the top scorers list with 6 
goals; Al Faisali’s Subhi 
Suleiman and Hassouneh 
Sheikh and Al Ahli’s 
Bassam Khatib have 5 
goals; while the rest of the 
scorers are far from the list 
with only one goal each. 

On the other hand, the 
Jordan Football Association 
(JFA) took a series of mea- 
sures against players and 
clubs the toughest of which 
was the expulsion from JFA 
records of Shabab Al 


Hussein’s NaserAwwad for 
physically attacking a refer- 
ee in their match against AI 
Karmel. His team was also 
fined JD300. 

A similar fine was 
imposed on Al Faisali, and 
AI Ramtha for the unsports- 
manlike conduct of their 
fans. 

Al Faisali's Hassouneh 
Sheikh was also suspended 
for 6 matches and his club 
fined JD100 for verbal 
abuse of the matches refer- 
ees. 
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Bills edge 
Colts on 
last play 

INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) 
— Steve Christie kicked a 
27-yard field goal as rim e 
expired here Monday, giv- 
ing the Buffalo Bills a 9-6 
National Football League 
triumph over winless 
Indianapolis. 

Christie connected from 
22 and 47 yards to give the 
Bills (4-3) a 6-0 half-time 
lead, but the Colts equal- 
ized on field goals of 39 
and 32 yards by Cary 
Blanchard, pulling even 
with the shorter boot with 
6:12 to play. 

The game was only the 
second in NFL history 
without a turnover and a 
touchdown, matching the 
1988 feat that New 
England and Miami 
achieved in a 6-3 Patriots’ 
victory. 


Becker bounces in Sore toe 

from Hong Kong me * ns no 

go for 

STUTTGART (AFP) — Boris Becker rebounded with lit- ° 

tie apparent effect just two days after flying in from Hong ^ 

Kong, defeating German compatriot Marc Goellner 6-2, 6- JU1 vlClJlJt 


STUTTGART (AFP) — Boris Becker rebounded with lit- 
tle apparent effect just two days after flying in from Hong 
Kong, defeating German compatriot Marc Goellner 6-2, 6- 
4 on Tuesday to begin his defence of the S2.3 million 
Eurocard Open. 

The 29-year-old defending champion, unseeded at this 
edition of the Mercedes Super 9 event due to a No. 23 ATP 
Tour ranking, showed that a week of play in the heat and 
humidity of the Far East had done his indoor game a world 
of good. 

Becker dismissed Goellner to reach the second round at 
the Schleyer Halle and moved into a match against 16th 
seed and former holder Richard Krajicek of Holland. 

Becker spent last week in Asia, playing outdoors on 
cement at the Marlboro Championships. He got to the 
semi-finals before losing to Zimbabwe’s Byron Black. 

Becker, who is winding down full-time play to devote 
time to managing Germany’s Davis Cup team in 1998, 
came up with big shots early on the Taraflex carpet against 
Goellner, ranked 53rd in the world. 

Becker is free to admit that his chances of repeating as 
trophy holder here are long-shot. 

“I’m the defending champion, but I’m not thinking about 
winning the tournament. To win again I’ll have to bite the 
apple hard,” said Becker, who is at his lowest computer 
ranking in a dozen years. 

In other first round matches, Sweden’s Thomas Enqvist 
crushed Spanish clay-courter Alberto Berasategui 6-1, 6-4 
while Bohdan Ulihrah of the Czech Republic retired with a 
stomach virus, moving American Chris Woodruff ahead 6- 
3, 1-0. 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras was playing a night match in 
the second round against Sweden’s Magnus Gustafsson, 
winner of an indoor title two weeks ago at the Heineken 
Open in Singapore. Briton Tim Henman faced a first-round 
contest with German Tommy Haas. 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Michael Jordan will miss 
the final three pre-season 
exhibition games for the 
Chicago Bulls, who might 
also do without Dennis 
Rodman longer than anyone 
expected. 

Jordan, who shrugged off 
ingrown to enails on both his 
big toes to lead the Bulls to 
victory in Paris at a world 
club championship last 
weekend, had surgery ‘ to 
heal the injury. 

“It was better for me to 
have the toenails removed 
now and be ready for the 
opening of the season," said 
Jordan, who plans to be on 
hand when the Bulls begin 
defence to their title at 
Boston on October 31. 

The Bulls can ill afford to 
be without Jordan now that 
Scottie Pippen is sidelined 
until January after foot 
surgery and Toni Kukoc is 
also alowed by a sore foot 

Adding to the woes is 
Rodman, who is now 
unhappy that significant 
contract bonuses in a deal 
he has not yet signed are 



NBA superstar Michael Jordan 


tied to team victories, which 
might fall with Pippen out 
and others recovering. 

Rodman had agreed to 
terms for a one-year con- 
tract a week ago but has 
refused to sign the deal 
which features a $4.5 mil- 
lion base salary. The six- 
time NBA rebounding 
champion made $10 milli on 
last season. 


Rodman passed a team 
physical Saturday and was 
expected at practice 
Monday but has not signed. 

His reluctance adds to the 
woes of a club whose man- 
agement has told its five- 
time champion coach he is 
not wanted after this season, 
even though Jordan threat- 
ens to leave as well if Phil 
Jackson does not return. 


Berlusconi writes off AC Milan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
& TAMNAH HIRSCH 


BLUNDERS OF THE SKILLED AND FAMOUS 
Both vulnerable. North deals, led the suit at trick 01 


WEST 
* 8 7 
9108 6 4 
OAJ5 
4-K653 


NORTH 
* J1032 
9 A3 

4Q10743 

*A8 


EAST 

*AKQ 

9J 

4K986 

4QJ972- 


SOUTH i 

*9654 l 

9KQ97B2 
• 0 2 

*104 j 

Th e bidd ing: 

NORHH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 1NT K> DU 

Pau Pan Pm 

Opening lead: Eight of* 

■Hie mighty do things on a grand 
acale. Just ae bridge experts are 
capable or grand coups, bo loo can 
they commit colossal blunders. We 
once watched a pair of national 
champions allow declarer at three 
no trump to score two tricks in a 
suit with J x in dummy opposite Q 
x in hand — and the defenders had 


led the anil at trick onel Here's 
another example. Sitting East-West 
were two of Europe’s great players. 

We are not enamored of East's 
one-no-trump overcall, but any- 
thing else is as flawed. The rest of 
the auction is normal, although 
East could not have been delighted 
at the proceedings. 

„ West led the eight of spades, and 
it might seem that declarer must . 
lose three spade tricks and one : 
trick in each of the other suits. But 
watch what happened. 

East won the Cm trick with the ' 
queen of spades and, after much . 
thought, found the only card to give 
declarer a chance tq land the con- 
tract. At tha second trick East 1 
switched to the nine of dubs! 

There would have been no tale to 
tell had declarer followed low. For- 
tunately, South covered with the 
? eat that declarer I 

held Q J 10 in the suit and, reason- 
only enough, elected not to sacrifice 
the king and give declarer three . 
mcks In the suit rather than two, I 
So West played kwl In the fiillneaa 


MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan president 
Silvio Berlusconi wrote off his team's 
entire league season on Tuesday, saying 
their title hopes were already over after 
just six matches. 

Milan are back in the familiar task of 
crisis management after Sunday's home 
defeat to Lecce left them with five 
points from six games, and just a point 
above the relegation zone. 

Berlusconi believes his $90 million 
team can still emerge from their trou- 
bles, but he does not share the view of 
rival clubs that Milan could yet chal- 
lenge for the championship. 

“I honestly do believe that it’s all over 
for the league title,'’ he said. 

“But it would only take a few wins for 
us to get oat of this crisis.” 

And in a friendly nod to their neigh- 
bours and current league leaders, he 
added: “Let’s hope that Inter Milan win 
the title.” 

Berlusconi struggled to hide the dis- 
appointment after splashing out on 1 1 
new players over the summer, in a bid 
to re-build the side after their worst sea- 
son in 15 years. 

Tm disappointed and embittered, 
like all the fans, but I don't think the sit- 
uation is desperate,” he claimed. 

“Milan were the team that everyone 


was saying would be one of the major 
sides this season; the club had made a 
huge effort on the transfer market and 
had put together a squad with more 
potential than all the rest. 

“Who could have expected us to start 
the season like this?’ he wondered 
aloud. “No-one. 

“I’m sure the team are doing every- 
thing they can," he said. 

“And if you put together all the things 
that have happened — a lot of bad luck, 
refereeing decisions which we haven’t 
agreed with and a few injuries — I 
think we- can expect the team to come 
back.” 

As for the punishment which lies in 
store for Montenegrin midfielder Dejan 
Savicevic, whose sixth minute sending- 
off against Lecce triggered his side’s 
collapse, Berlusconi said; “We’ll see. 

Tm not die one in charge of the 
Milan fines’ department” 



The Swedish Yacht EF Language wins the first leg of the Whitbread 60 Round, 
the World Race, October 21. The team, skippered by American Paul Cajard,' 
completed the 7550 mile leg from Southhampton to Cape Town m 30 days 16 
hours (Reuters photo) " •; 


Baseball Series shift I Barnsley 
gets cold reception 


CLEVELAND (AFP) — 
Bleak black clouds hung 
low over Jacobs Field, pro- 
viding a cold and ominous 
backdrop for a World Series 
suddenly switched from 
tropical paradise to chilling 
temperatures. 

After splitting two games 
in balmy Miami, the 
Cleveland Indians and 
Florida Marlins arrived here 
Monday to win ter- like con- 
ditions with forecasts of 
snow and sub-freezing tem- 
peratures for the next three 
games. 

*1 don’t know if those fish 
can swim in snow,” 
Cleveland relief pitcher 
Mike Jackson said. “We will 
have an advantage. We 
know what we need to do to 
adjust to the cold tempera- 
tures." 

Chills are ensured with 
Lake Erie’s shores nearby. 
But Major League 
Baseball’s best-of-seven 
final has yet to produce 
many thrills following 
Florida's 7-4 opening romp 
and the Indians’ 6-1 rout in 
game two Sunday. 

A Series-defining moment 
is likely to come here, pro- 
ducing a first title for the 
fifth-year Marlins or the 
first Cleveland crown since 
1948. 

Florida manager Tim 
Leyland wants his team to 
worry about delivering, not 
shivering. 

“Hey it’s going to be cold. 
We know it," Florida man- 
ager Jim Leyland said. “If 
we’re sitting around looking 
at each other shivering, 
we’ve got problems. I hope 
it's not a factor but I don’t 
know. 

“It’s not the time to be 
playing mind games worry- 
ing about the weather. We're" 
playing the World Series. 
The fingers get cold. The 
feet get cold. But the heart 
stays warm ” 

Ley land's biggest worry 
with the cold is its effect on 
hurting hitters Bobby 
Bonilla and Gary Sheffield. 
Bonilla has a na gging ham- 
string injury. Sheffield was 
hit in the left hand in game 
two. Both are set to start. 

The last time the Marlins 
freed such cold was April at 
Chicago in the coldest game 
ever played in more than a 
century of baseball at 
Chicago's Wrigley Field, 
including a 1906 World 
Series opener where snow 
fell. 

“I don’t think you can get 
used to playing in the cold,” 
Cleveland's Matt Williams 
said. “If you have never 
been in cold temperatures, 
it’s going to take a while for 
you to get adjusted to it. We 
have an edge.” 


American players 
have made major contribu- 
tions in the Series and 
Florida’s Edgar Renteria of 
Colombia doubts the cold 
will change that 
“I spent three years play- 
ing in cold weather in the 
min or leagues and 1 love 
playing in cold weather. I 
enjoy it,” Renteria said. 

Pitchers will have a 
tougher time gripping the 
ball in the cold, but Florida 
starter Al Leiter, a left-han- 
der who turns 32 Thursday, 
and Cleveland right-hander 
Charles Nagy both grew up 
in cold climates. 

“I remember pitching in 
the snow,” Leiter said. “The 
big problem with cold is die 
slick feeling on the ball. It 
becomes like a cue ball. It’s 
a matter of getting a grip. 
You can’t get any moisture 
to get a good grip." 

“You can't do anything 
about it," Nagy said. “You 
try to keep your hands warm 
to get a grip on the ball. 
Other than that you try to 
find a warm place on the 
bench and get back there as 
fast as you can." 

As pitchers try to control 
their throws, making contact 
between bat and ball is even 
more of a chore than normal 
for hitters with numb fin- 
gers. 

“Hilling a baseball in cold 
weather is not a lot of fun. If 
you don’t hit it just right, it 
hurts," said Cleveland man- 
ager Mike Hargrove, who 
disputed whether or not cold 
temperatures will give his 
club an edge. 

“This weather is kind of a 
mind over matter. It’s there. 
We deal with it But we 
don’t dwell on it,” he said. 
“Players don't think about 
iL The good ones don’t 
allow weather conditions to 
dictate how they play. 

“It’s amazing how warm 
you get when you get into a 
competitive situation. They 
only ones cold are going to 
be those of us sitting back 
and watching.” 

The stadium will be 
packed as fans here hope for 
the city’s first Series title 
since 1 948. Every ticket was 
sold to every game this sea- 
son. 

In a place where fans sat in 
bitter bone-chilling cold and 
snow on the breezy 
lakeshore to watch their 
beloved American football 
Browns play, chilly October 
nights will be like a day at 
the beach by comparison. 

“Coming home is a blast,” 
said Orel Hershiser, the 
Indians’ scheduled game 
five pitcher. “With the 
Series tied, there will not 
only be a lot of noise, but 
the hope of a champi- 


Coventry | 
to move " 
off bottom 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Ashley Ward and Neil 
Redfeam scored the goals 
as Barnsley clawed their 
way from the bottom of 
the English Premiership 
with a gritty 2-0 win at 
home to Coventry on 
Monday night. 

Ward grabbed his first 
Premiership goal for tbe^ 
club in the 11th minuter ' 
with an opportunist strike. ^ 
and skipper Redfeam con- 
verted a 66th-minute 
penalty as newly-promot- 
ed Barnsley recorded their 
third league win of the sea- 
son. 

Ward, a £1.3 million 
signing from Derby seven 
weeks ago, had not found 
the net since scoring in a 
League Cup match at 
Chesterfield in mid- 
September. 

But Ward ended his goal 
drought to breathe new life 
into Barnsley’s faltering 
Premiership campaign — 
steering the ball smartly 
past goalkeeper Steve 
Ogrizovic from 10 metres 
out 

Coventry, without an 
away league win this sea- 
son, had several chances to 


Barnsley goalkeeper 
David Watson in superla- 
tive form. 

Redfeam sealed the win 
from the spot after full- 
back David Burrows felled 
the dangerous Martin 
Bullock inside the area. 

The victory followed a 
run of six straight 
Premiership defeats for 
Barnsley, who scored only < 
their second home win but 
leapfrogged over 

Southampton and Bolton 
j°i 

Wednesday on nine points. 

They now face a daunt- 
ing trip to Old Trafford on 
Saturday to face champi- 
ons Manchester United. 
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Kurt Russell ... in 

Tom Cruise ... in 

ESCAPE 
FROM L.A. 

MISSION 

IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

8:30, 10:30 

8:30. 1030 

L J 

v_ J 



Tommy Lee Jones & 
Will Smith ... in 

MEN IN BLACK 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 




, CONCORD , 


COHCOKD "I- 

Geena Davis & 

Samuel Jackson ...in 

THE LONG KISS 
GOODNIGHT 

(12:30,3:30,6:15,8:30, 10:30) 

COBCOIS *2* 

TOO HOT TO HANDLE 

V Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only J 



ABDOUN 


Nicholas Cage ... in 

CON AIR 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


ABDOUN 

Tim Alien... in 

JUNGLE 2 JUNGLE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



Watch out for the new play 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE / 

■ 7 

Starring Hisham Yt 
and Amal Dab \ 
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Chinese Olympic weightlifting champion Zhan Xugang competes in the men's 70 
kilogramme class, setting two world records at China's Eighth National Games 
in Shanghai. Zhan snatched 160kg and jerked 200kg for a combined weight of 
360kg, beating his own record set at the Atlanta Olympic Games in July 1996 
(Renters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Saints lose Ostenstad until 
Christmas 

LONDON (AFP) — Southampton striker 
Egil Ostenstad has flown home to Norway 
to undergo surgery on an ankle injury 
which will keep him out of action until 
Christmas. Ostenstad, 25, has been 
plagued by the problem after damaging his 
ankle on a pre-season tour to Germany and 
has been restricted to just six appearances 
in the Premiership this season. Manager 
Dave Jones said: “Losing Egil is a big 
blow. We thought he was finally over the 
trouble last week when he looked to have 
returned to full fitness. But the injury has 
flared up again and we have now been 
advised that the only way for him to cure it 
is to have the operation.” 

1,000 queue for leftover 
Olympic tickets 

TOKYO (AFP) — More than 1.000 peo- 
ple, some of whom queued all night with 
sleeping bags, lined up in Nagano on Tues- 
day to buy spare tickets for next February's 
Winter Olympics. Of the 1 .28 million tick- 
ets for the Games. 325,000 have been 
returned from lots reserved for sponsors. 
Some customers also cancelled orders or 
failed to pay. Many people, eager to get 
tickets for the biggest Winter Olympics in 
history, slept at Nagano railway station 
near die main ticket office. 

Persson ’s heading home 

MILAN (.AFP) — Atalanta midfielder 
Joakim Persson is set to return to his native 
Sweden with IFK Gothenberg after an 
unhappy spell in Italian football. The 22- 
year-old, who joined Atalanta from Mal- 
moe, has failed to win a first team place 


since arriving in the summer, of 1996 and 
hasn't made an appearance all season. 
Persson, who is about to sign a three-year 
contract with Gothenberg, said: “1 have to 
go where 1 have a chance of playing.” 

Davenport up to 4th in 
rankings 

MIAMI (AFP) — American Lindsay Dav- 
enport, a tournament winner in Zurich on 
Sunday, was rewarded Monday when she 
rose two places in the new WTA Tour 
rankings. Davenport improved from sixth 
to fourth in the rankings, behind Martina 
Hingis, Jana Novotna and Monica Seles. 
Nathalie Tauziat of France, beaten by Dav- 
enport in the Zurich final, improved three 
places to 19th in the new rankings. 

Standard Liege coach 
sacked 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Standard Liege, 
who dropped to 1 2th in the Belgian league 
after losing 3-0 to 10-man Brugge last Fri- 
day. have sacked their Dutch coach Aad de 
Mos. De Mos joined Standard at the 
beginning of the season after just six 
months at German side Werder Bremen. 
He had previously coached Dutch clubs 
Ajax Amsterdam and PSV Eindhoven and 
Belgian sides Mechelen and AnderlechL 
His assistant Daniel Boccar takes over as 
caretaker coach. 


United’s 
shares 
a success 
story 

LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United were on 
Tuesday held up as a shin- 
ing example of how to suc- 
ceed in the modem busi- 
ness era after beco min g the 
only one of 18 football 
clubs on the stock market 
to improve their share price 
since April. 

While the majority of 
dubs floated have suffered 
a significant drop in value. 
United have increased 
from 644p to 667. 5p since 
the Start of the finan cial 
year - an indication of then- 
consistent success both on 
and oft the pitch. 

“There is no doubt they 
are the biggest and the best 
run and that is reflected in 
their share price,” revealed 
top city analyst William 
Davies of Stockbrokers 
Albert E. Sharp today. 

“They are head and 
shoulders above all the 
other clubs in terms of their 
size and their supporter 
base and how much they 
are prepared to invest in 
their products. 

“If somebody came to us 
and asked us which foot- 
ball club to invest in, they 
really are the only one 
which represents good 
value and a virtually guar- 
anteed return." 

Davies predicts the 
inception of pay-per-view 
television will strengthen 
United’s value and dies 
Italy as a perfect example 
of how the market could 
develop. 

“In Italy they already 
have pay-per-view and just 
about all of the revenue 
goes to Inter Milan and I 
am sure if it was introduced 
here. United would daim 
most of the market,” 
stressed Davies. 

“If you do not fill your 
ground then pay-per-view 
is not going to add much to 
your revenue and there are 
still quite a few clubs who 
are in that situation. 

“I can see clubs like Unit- 
ed, Newcastle, Arsenal and 
Liverpool benefiting 
because they consistently 
fill grounds but other clubs 
may not profit to the same 
extent." 

Davies added: “All the 
other clubs have dropped in 
price because share prices 
got rounded up a bit too 
much at tbe beginning of 
the year and there is also 
less interest in the stock 
market during the summer. 

“The expectations of fee 
revenue coming in and 
pay-per-view were too high 
and now you are seeing a 
levelling out” 
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FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished deluxe villa in Abdoun. near the Brunei 
Embassy. Deluxe finishing, land plot 905 sq.m., built 
area 710 sq. m. Villa consists of 2 floors, each measures 
340 sq. m and a basement of 30 sq. m. First iloor 
consists of spacious salons, dining room and a 
fireplace, library rpom, Irving room, guests bathroom, big 
kitchen, a housemaid suite in addition to an external 
terrace and barbecue. _ 

The 2nd floor consists of 2 master bedrooms, 
bedrooms with bathroom, living room, study room tor 
children, glassed balcony, small storage room an 
washing room. 

For inquiry please call Mr. Khaled at 690485 
From 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
and 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 



FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, L-shaped salon, living room, 
central heating, car park, telephone and 
garden. . 

Located in Um Utheina, 5th Circle. 

If interested, please call 5533343 

after 2 p.m. 





Torino Hotel 
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British MPs warn of possible 


Olympic boycott over Aborigines 


CANBERRA (AFP) — British MPs have warned of a pos- 
sible boycott of fee Sydney 2000 Olympics unless fee Aus- 
tralian government changes key legislation on land title for 
Aborigines, one of fee parliamentarians said Tuesday. 

In a letter to Prime Minister John Howard, fee British par- 
liamentary human rights group suggested fee government’s 
approach to tbe legislation was placing Australia's reputa- 
tion at risk, said MP Jeremy Corben. 

He told fee Australian Broadcasting Corporation be 
hoped to convey his concerns to Howard at fee Common- 
wealth Heads of Government Meeting in Edinburgh this 
week. 

Aborigines in Australia suffered high levels of unem- 
ployment and infant mortality, lower life expectancy and 
much poorer living standards than the rest of the popula- 
tion, Corben said. 

He said fee new legislation could remove feeir existing 
rights to negotiate native title for a huge amount of land. 

“It seems to me feat this is a rolling back of what was a 


very progressive piece of legislation in 1993 and is certain- 
ly at variance wife all fee trends in fee U.N, and elsewhere 
concerning fee rights of indigenous people ” he said. 

The MPs were concerned about human rights of Aborig- 
inal people and had written a "fairly firm letter", he said, 
which referred to the possibility of a boycott of fee Sydney 
2000 Gams. 

The native title legislation is to be considered by parlia- 
ment before fee end of fee year. 

Leader of Australia’s opposition Labour Party, Kim Bea- 
zley, said he shared fee British MPs concern about fee leg- 
islation but spoke out against threats to tbe games- 
'll is a terrific thing for Australia. It is going to be a Won- 
derful opportunity to showcase what is a great nation and I 
urge anybody -who has a grievance wife what fee govern- 
ment does, not to threaten fee Olympic Games," Beazley 
said. 


Ma’s Army back on world-record-breaking form 


SHANGHAI (AFP) — Dong Yanmei, 
a 17-year-old protege of Ma Junren. 
smashed fee women's world 5,000m 
record at fee C hine se National Games 
in another slice of athletics history for 
fee supercoach. 

Dong and two other runners beat fee 
old record of 14min 36.4Ssec set by 
Fernanda Ribeiro of Portugal in Bel- 
gium on July 22, 1995. 

The teenager set a new world best 
time of 14:31.27 in fee 5,000m heats. 
Another member of “Ma’s Family 
Army,” Jiang Bo. was second in 
14:31.30. Liu Shixiang of Shandong 
province came in third in 14:32.33. 

The packed Shanghai stadium erupt- 
ed as fee new athletic stars sealed a 
stunning comeback by the 52-year-old 
coach, who first hit fee headlines wife 
fee record-breaking feats of his earlier 
generation of runners four years ago. 

In 1993, Wang Junxia, Qu Yunxia 
and Liu Dong came from nowhere to 


dominate fee middle and long distance 
events at the Stuttgart world champi- 
onships. Ma set fee world alight wife 
his claims feat he gave runners a daily 
concoction which included blood 
from a freshly killed turtle. 

At fee National Games in Beijing 
months later, Wang was one of two 
Chinese women to beat the 10,000m 
record, Qu beat the 1,500m record, 
which Wang also bettered. More spec- 
tacularly, Wang beat fee 3,000m world 
record twice in 24 hours. 

Wang and Liu Dong split from Ma 
in a dispute over prize money from fee 
1993 world championships and his 
dictatorial training regime. 

Ma has also been recovering from 
serious illness and a car crash. But he 
has proven doubters wrong. 

This week, the coach has been 
directing his runners from fee stands 
of fee Shanghai track, surrounded by 
Chinese reporters watching his every 


move. 

Ma has already warned he his 
preparing his stable of runners for an 
onslaught on fee next Olympics. 

“I am setting my sights on the 2000 
Olympics and I'm confident that my 
girls will be good enough to create 
miracles in Sydney,” he said. 

Ma’s new runners, who say they 
consider Wang a “traitor” for leaving 
fee “Army”, have already made feeir 
presence felt at fee Games. 

Dong timed 30:38.09 in fee 
10.000m on Sunday and was for a 
long time on course for the world 
record of 29:31.78. 

On Saturday, Jiang Bo, who is 20, 
came within 0.52sec of the women's 
1 ,500m world record set by Qu in Bei- 
jing four years ago. She clocked 3mm 
50.98sec, making a burst four laps 
from the end after seeing a sign from 
Ma. 


Jonk hopes for a repeat against Newcastle 

#• 


PARIS (AFP) — PSV 
Eindhoven’s Dutch 

international midfielder 

Wim Jonk will be hoping 
feat Newcastle United’s 
Irish goalkeeper Shay 
Given is as generous as his 
compatriot Packy Bonner 
was three years ago when 
fee sides meet in Wednes- 
day’s Group C European 
Champions League meet- 
ing. 

Jonk saw his speculative 
30-yard shot turned into his 
own net by Bonner as fee 
Dutch eliminated fee Irish 
2-0 in fee last 16 of fee 
1994 World Cup. 

Given, who signed from 
Blackburn Rovers during 
fee summer, will be hoping 
feat his defence holds up 
rather better than they did 
during a sloppy 4-1 loss to 
Leeds United in Saturday’s 
English Premiership match. 

Newcastle boss Kenny 
Dalglish, already without 
his two leading strikers 
Alan Shearer, probably out 
until March, and Colom- 
bian Faustino Asprilla, hat- 
trick hero from feeir 3-2 
win over Barcelona, will 


also be without two of his 
summer defensive purchas- 
es — Stuart Pearce and Ital- 
ian Alessandro Pistone. 

Pearce, fee former Eng- 
land skipper who has not 
played since Newcastle’s 
preliminary round draw at 
Croatia Zagreb, will be out 
for a further mouth after 
bursting a blood vessel in 
his hamstring. 

Pistone, signed from Inter 
Milan in the summer, is 
also likely to be out for a 
further couple of weeks 
wife an ankle injury that 
has not responded to treat- 
ment as quickly as had been 
hoped. 

Eindhoven, who won fee 
European Cup in 1988, 
have made a mixed start to 
feeir campaign, being 
thrashed by Group leaders 
Dynamo Kiev 3-1 at home 
and then drawing 2-2 away 
at Barcelona. 

They certainly have fee 
firepower to worry a New- 
castle side that was fortu- 
nate to grab a 2-2 draw in 
Kiev. Veteran Belgian strik- 
er Luc Nilis feeds off Jonk 
and his midfield partner 


and fellow international 
Philip Cocu. 

Newcastle, who will play 
Danish striker Jon Dahl 
Toinasson alongside veter- 
an Ian Rush, may benefit 
from fee likely absence of 
winger Boudejwin Zenden, 
who is recovering from 
injury. 

Barcelona, who have only 
one point from feeir first 
two matches, take on a 
Dynamo Kiev side which 
has provided fee backbone 
of fee vastly-improved 
Ukrainian national team. 

The Catalan giants' 
Brazilian midfielder Gio- 
vanni. named in fee squad 
after recovering from an 
injury sustained in Septem- 
ber, said fee match is 
“almost do or die” for his 
side. 

Manchester United, like 
compatriots Newcastle, 
also take on Dutch opposi- 
tion in Feyenoord, who 
have made a stumbling start 
both to feeir domestic and 
Champions League Group 
B campaigns. 

Juventus have two play- 
ers suspended for Wednes- 


day night's game against 
Kosice — French midfield- 
er Didier Deschamps and 
defender Ciro Ferrara. 

The 1996 European Cup 
winners also have major 
injury worries over four 
players. 

Italy’s other club in 
Champions League action 
is Parma, who are preparing 
for a Group A clash wife 
Borussia Dortmund — the 
team who beat Juventus in 
last season’s final. 

Bayera Munich and Paris 
Saint Germain meet in 
Munich in what could be 
fee pivotal match of Group 
E wife fee French side des- 
perate for three points to 
draw level wife fee German 
giants. 

Munich, who have scored 
five goals and conceded 
only in feeir two Champi- 
ons League matches feus 
far, will be without veteran 
Lotthar Manhaeus and 
French defender Bixenre 
Uzarazu. who are still 
recovering from injury. 




FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

First floor. Consisting of 3 bedrooms (2 are master), 2 
bathrooms, guest's bathroom, maid's room, spacious kitchen 
with glassed veranda, large guest room, dining room with 
large summer veranda, sitting room with large glassed 
veranda, and a study, with central heating and telephone. 
Full modem furniture with wall to wall carpeting, separate 
entrance, garage tor four cars, garden with rain water well. 
Location: 4th Circle near the Kuwait Embassy, Abdullah 
Sanraj Street, Home No. 5. Suitable tor diplomatic mission or 
company manager. 

Call the owner daily from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. TeL: 676885 
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Kurdish truce in north Iraq 
violated again, several killed 



CAIRO (AP) — Rival 
Kurdish factions in northern 
Iraq accused each other of 
violating a four-day cease- 
fire Tuesday but said the 
fighting lasted only a little 
while. One group claimed it 
killed several enemy guer- 
rillas. 

It was the second reported 
violation of the cease-fire 
between the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) since they agreed to 
stop fighting late Friday. 

As with the earlier viola- 
tion, the latest one occurred 
near Shaqlawa, a town 40 
kilometres northeast of 
Irbil, the provisional capital 
of the Kurdish autonomous 
region. 

A PUK spokesman in 
Cairo told the Associated 
Press that KDP guerrillas 
tried to break through its 
lines near Shaqlawa “but 
were repulsed and driven 
back.” 

Spokesman Adrian Mufti 


claimed several KDP guer- 
rilla were killed. He gave no 
other details, and the claim, 
which could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed, was 
denied by KDP. 

KDP spokesman, Safeen 
Dizayhee said in Ankara, 
Turkey, that it was the PUK 
that launched an attack on 
KDP forces in Shaqlawa. 

“After an hour of fighting, 
they went back to their posi- 
tions and there have been no 
cease-fire violations since 
then,” Ml Dizayhee said. 

The PUK and KDP have 
shared power in the Kurdish 
autonomous zone since it 
was set up by Western allies 
in 1991 after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s forces 
crushed a Kurdish revolt 

On Saturday, the KDP 
accused the PUK of bom- 
barding Shaqlawa with 
mortars, killin g two KDP 
guerrillas. The PUK denied 
the report 

After years of fighting, tile 
two sides had managed to 


honour a cease-fire for one 
year until fighting erupted 
anew on Oct 12, which was 
capped by Friday's truce. 

On Monday, representa- 
tives of the PUK and the 
pro-Turkey KDP met in 
neighbouring Turkey’s capi- 
tal, Ankara, for peace talks 
hosted by U.S., British and 
Turkish mediators. 

A point of contention is 
KDP's demand that PUK 
withdraw from the territory 
it gained in last week’s 
fighting. 

The PUK has refused, 
saying there will be no 
withdrawal unless KDP 
demonstrates its willingness 
to accept a political solu- 
tion. 

“We cannot withdraw and 
then come back all the time 
after seeing no improve- 
ment on the political arena,” 
PUK representative in 
Ankara. Shazad Saib. said 
Saturday. 

Fears that the deadlock 
would trigger fresh fighting 


eased Tuesday after the 
KDP said it is willing to 
wait a little while longer to 
see if the mediators can per- 
suade PUK to withdraw. 

“They [the U.S., Britain, 
Turkey] have put in a lot of 
effort. We will respect that,” 
KDP spokesman Mr. 
Dizayhee said. 

In a separate develop- 
ment. the PUK filed a com- 
plaint with the U.N. secre- 
tary general Tuesday, accus- 
ing Turkish forces of attack- 
ing PUK areas on SepL 21. 
The complaint said 12 PUK 
guerrillas and eight civilians 
were killed. 

Turkey denied similar 
accusations last week. The 
foreign ministry said 
Turkish forces target only 
Turkish Kurd guerrillas who 
are fighting for a separate 
nation and often cross over 
to northern Iraq for sanctu- 
ary. Turkey has long 
accused the PUK of collab- 
orating with tite Turkish 
separatists. 


Israelis mock Netanyahu with 
gas masks on his 48th birthday 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Dozens 
of Israelis clad in gas masks 
wished Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu a 
“secure” 48th birthday 
Tuesday and offered him a 
cake to remember victims of 
suicide bombings in a protest 
outside his home. 

“Happy secure birthday” 
the demonstrators sang 
through their masks, mock- 
ing the rightwing leader 
elected in May 1996 on a 
promise to provide a “secure 
peace.” 

The protesters said the 
masks were meant to protect 
them from an immin ent war 
that Mn Netanyahu will bring 
bn if be maintains his hard- 
line policies towards the 
Arabs. 

“We are fed up with his 
leadership, with him destroy- 
ing the peace process,” said 
demonstrator Sarit Ofek of 
tiie left-wing Peace Now 
movement "He has been in 


office too long. We hope he 
will spend his next birthday 
at home alone.” 

The protesters offered Mn 
Netanyahu, who did not 
appear, a chocolate cake dec- 
orated with sprinkles and a 
large, memorial candle to 
remember the 21 victims of 
recent suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu rose to 
power on Israeli discontent 
with the previous Labour 
government after suicide 
bombings in February and 
March 1996 claimed 58 vic- 
tims. 

■ Mr. Netanyahu's wife. 
Sarah, his children and aides 
surprised him somewhat 
more pleasantly with a birth- 
day party at his office when 
he arrived, having avoided 
the demonstration. 

The right-wing leader was 
bom in Tel Aviv in 1949, the 
son of history professor 
Bentzion Netanyahu who 


took his family to the U.S. 
after his views were judged 
too rightwing to get him 
work in Israeli universities. 

Educated in the U.S., Mr. 
Netanyahu began his career 
ar the Israeli embassy there in 
1982 and rose to the position 
of ambassador at the U.N. 
before returning in 1988 to 
begin work in the Likud 
party. 

After his election, Mn 
Netanyahu said he would fol- 
low the Oslo peace accords 
started by his predecessors 
but has halted their imple- 
mentation, insisting 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat smother terror groups. 

Although peace talks 
resumed on Oct. 6 after a 
seven-month freeze, they 
remain stuck on Mn 
Netanyahu’s insistence settle- 
ment expansion will continue 
and on the question of how to 
continue the implementation 
of the Oslo accords. 


Jewish Agency leader asks not 
to alienate Israel’s loyal donors 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Most of 
world Jewry’s donations for 
settling 800,000 settlers in 
Israel came from Reform and 
Conservative Jews, and Israel 
must not alienate diem with 
new laws belittling then- 
beliefs, the bead of the Jewish 
Agency sai d Tuesday. 

The Jewish Agency chief, 
Avraham Burg, was referring 
to proposed legislation that 
would encode into law the 
current practice of recognis- 
ing only conversions per- 
formed by Orthodox Rabbis 
in Israel. Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
last week be would back such 
legislation if attempts at com- 
promise failed. 

Reform and Conservative 
Jews, who make up a majori- 
ty of affiliated Jews in the 
U.S„ feel such legislation is 
delegjtimisiflg them. The 
Orthodox who control relil- 
gious affairs in Israel are try- 
ing to block attempts by the 
reform and conservative 
Streams to win reco gniti on fo 


Israel. 

Mr. Burg warned that such 
legislation would divide the 
Jewish people. “He who pass- 
es a law that alienates 65 per 
cent of the Jewish people will 
create a situation where Israel 
will no longer be the home- 
land of the Jews as envisioned 
by die Zionist movement,” 
Mr. Burg said in a statement 

Ml Burg noted that 75 per 
cent of the donations from 
world Jewry used in the past 
decade to settle some 800,000 
in Israel came from Reform 
and Conservative Jews. 

“The material backing is in 
addition to the very important 
political support which these 
Jews have provided to Israel 
over the years,” Mr. Burg 
said 

The Jewish Agency is die 
link between Israel and dias- 
pora Jews and has taken a 
leading role in b ringing new 
settlers to Israel and settling 
them there. 

Ml Burg criticised the 
national religious party, the 


patron of the Jewish settle- 
ment movement in the gov- 
ernment, for trying to block 
recognition of the reform and 
conservative streams. 

“What motivated them is 
die fear of the stranger — the 
Arab — and hatred of the dif- 
ferent — the Jew” Ml Burg 
said ‘They are not able to 
embrace a ‘Judaism of love' 
and that’s why they have no 
future.” 

Israel’s ambassador to die 
U.S. Eliyahu Ben-Elissar, 
had a similar word. of caution 
for the government. 

Israel's Channel 2 TV said 
Mr. Ben-Elissar wrote. to die 
Foreign Ministry over the 
weekend warning thar the 
conversion law would dis- 
tance the U.S- Jewish , com- 
munities from Israel. 

“Israel will not be able to 
expect their political support” 
Mr. Ben-Elissar warned in die 
letter; adding that support for 
Israel in Congress would also 
wane. 


Mandela honours Egypt for 
its help during apartheid era 


CAIRO (R) — South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
who first visited Egypt 35 
years ago as a freedom fight- 
er, Tbesday thanked Egypt for 
its support in the struggle 
against apartheid rule in his 
country. 

President Mandela, the fifst 
South African leader to come 
to power in all-race elections, 
held talks with President 
Hosoi Mubarak on the second 
day of his three-day visit 

There was do immediate 
word on whether they dis- 
cussed Libya, where Ml 
M andela is due to make a 
visit criticised by the United 
States. South African Foreign 


Minister Alfred Nzo Monday 
called for an end to UN. 
sanctions against Libya. 

In a ceremony at a Cairo 
palace. Ml Mandela gave 
Mubarak the order of good 
hope, the highest award a 
South African president can 
give citizens of other coun- 
tries. In return, the Egyptian 
president honoured Mr. 
Mandela with the collar of the 
Nile. 

"It is a great honour indeed 
to receive so high an award 
from a country with an 
ancient and distinguished his- 
toty. from a people who stood 
with us in our struggle for 
freedom," Mr. Mandela said 


inaspeech. 

President Mandela first vis- 
ited Egypt as a freedom fight- 
er in 1962 and met Jamal 
Abdul Nasser, then Egypt’s 
president. His next visit was 
in 1990, after his release from 
a South African prison. 

‘*We came then to say that 
the people of South Africa 
would never forget the sup- 
port of the Egyptian govern- 
ment and people — and today 
once again we thank you 
from the bottom of our heart,” 
Mr. Mandela said. 

“President Mubarak’s gov- 
ernment will continue to be a 
force for cooperation between 
our peoples,” he said. 


Israelis, 
Arabs and 
world leaders 
gather at 
peace centre 
opening 

TEL AVIV (AP) — It’s a 
bittersweet reunion for 
Israelis and Palestinians 
who negotiated the historic 
Mideast peace agreements, 
only to see many of their 
achievements unravel. 

The peacemakers, joined 
by Arab leaders, are getting 
back together for the inau- 
guration of the Peies Centre 
for peace founded by former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres... 

Monday’s gathering stood 
in sharp contrast to bumpy 
U.S. efforts to get negotia- 
tions back on track after 
months of crisis. U.S. 
Mideast mediator Dennis 
Ross was shuttling between 
Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers. but chances for a break- 
through were slim. 

Yossi Beilin, one of the 
chief Israeli architects of the 
1993 and 1995 autonomy 
agreements with the 
Palestinians, said Monday's 
inauguration could help 
improve the atmosphere. 

“It is important to be 
speaking of peace,” Mr. 
Beilin said. ‘There has been 
no talk of peace here for a 
long time .” 

Mr. Beilin's peace part- 
ners — Palestinian 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad 
Qoureia and Norwegian 
Teije Larsen — were also 
attending the ceremony. Uri 
Savir. a top Israeli negotia- 
tor, heads the centre under 
Mr. Peres who was ousted 
by Israel's hardline leader. 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, in May 1996 
elections. 

The centre’s first project is 
the construction of a 
Palestiman-Israeli industrial 
park on the edge of the 
autonomous Gaza Strip that 
is top provide up to 50,000 
jobs for Palestinians. 

Mr. Peres said the centre 
also hopes to match up eight 
Palestinian towns with 
Israeli and European cities 
and to advance agriculture 
projects such as growing 
wheat for an Italian pasta 
company. 

"If negotiations get stuck 
there will be even more of a 
need for this,” Mr. Peres said 
on Israel Radio. 

The centre has won world- 
wide support. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Timmy Carter, 
Henry Kissinger and John 
Major are on the interna- 
tional board of governors, 
though not attending the 
opening ceremony. 

Among those celebrating 
With Mr. Peres on Monday 
were many Palestinian cabi- 
net ministers and security 
officials Minister of Water 
and Irrigation Munfoer 
Haddadiru Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, 
German Parliament Speaker 
Rita Suessmufo, and former 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 



ICON SINGS AT DRIVER'S FUNERAL: Stevie Wonder sings at the funeral of 
limo driver Charles Lee Redmond Monday in Las Vegas. Redmond, who drove for 
the music icon when the singer visited Las Vegas, was murdered by a stripper in 
a case similar to the movie Tatal Attraction,' according to Las Vegas police. 
Redmond, who was married and father of a 2-year-old daughter; was stalked and 
then fatally shot by Nicole Thorton, who then shot herself October 13, police said 
(Reuters photo) 


Asian, African states say Saudis 
beating, jailing illegal workers 


DUBAI (AP) — Asian and 
African nations accused 
Saudi Arabia Tuesday of 
beating and imprisoning ille- 
gal workers and residents and 
called on the kingdom to ease 
its crackdown. 

Diplomats from the 
embassies of Pakistan, India. 
Bangladesh. Somalia and 
Nigeria in Riyadh said they 
filed complaints to the Saudi 
Foreign Ministry after receiv- 
ing reports that some of their 
citizens had been beaten and 
imprisoned by Saudi security 
forces. The diplomats spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

The diplomats said they 
demanded an end to the 
harassment and asked the 
Saudi government to give 
them more time to arrange for 
illegal workers and their fam- 
ilies to return home. 

One African diplomat said 
that Saudi police have sur- 
rounded entire neighbour- 
hoods in Jeddah and were 
raiding homes and shops to 


search for illegal workers. 
The diplomat spoke on condi- 
tion that he was not further 
identified. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Saudi authori- 
ties. 

The appeals came after a 
three-month amnesty for ille- 
gal workers expired 
Thursday. Saudi authorities 
have launched a crackdown to 
uncover illegal workers and 
residents that remain in the 
country. 

The Saudi crackdown is 
part of a government cam- 
paign to hater regulate the 
labour market, provide more 
job opportunities for Saudis 
and reduce the number of 
crimes committed by foreign- 
ers. mainly theft and fraud. 
The Saudis also want to 
reduce the amount of money 
foreign workers send out of 
the country — estimated at 
more than $16 billion a year. 

The embassies said they 
will appeal to the internation- 


al community to protect their 
nationals. 

There were an estimated 
700,000 illegal workers in 
Saudi Arabia before the 
crackdown. About half 
entered the oil-rich kingdom 
as Muslim pilgrims and 
stayed after their visas 
expired. 

Some 500.000 are believed 
to have either left or applied 
to tecum home before the end 
of the amnesty. 

Some 200,000 illegal work- 
ers remain. They and their 
employers face up to six 
months in prison and a maxi- 
mum fine of $27,000. 

Most of the illegal workers 
are from the Indian sub-conti- 
nent. Somalia. Egypt and 
Sudan. 

Saudi Arabia has a popula- 
tion of 18 million of which 
six million are foreigners. 
Some 4.3 million foreigners 
have work permits in the 
kingdom. 


Turkish rights group leader sentenced to jail 


ANKARA (AFP) — A 
Turkish court on Tuesday 
sentenced the head of the 
country's leading human 
rights group to one year in 
jail — the day before he was 
due to submit a report on 
prison conditions to the jus- 
tice minister. 

The Anatolian news 
agency said the Ankara court 
found seven people, among 
them human rights associa- 
tion, IHD, Chairman Akin 
Bridal, guilty of “inciting 
hatred and division by show- 


ing differences of class, race 
and regional origin," in 
speeches made in 1996. 

The court found that the 
defendants had spread propa- 
ganda for Kurdish rebels and 
provoked hatred between 
ethnic groups in the speech- 
es. 

Bridal was also fined 
$2.30. 

The six other accused were 
handed jail sentences of 
between one and two years. 

Bridal is due to submit a 
report on prisoo conditions 


to Justice Minister 01 tan 
Sungurlu .on Wednesday, the 
IHD said. 

An IHD official said Bridal 
would go ahead and hand 
over the report as no order 
had been issued to send him 
to jail immediately. 

The IHD, established in 
1986. has long drawn official 
anger for its accusations of 
widespread human rights 
abuses, which Ankara says 
damage the country's image 
abroad. 


Rashid says Ka’abneh case closed 
since she did not file complaint 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid 
Tuesday said he did not 
think foe attack against a 
woman candidate for 'the 
Nov. 4 election on Monday 
was prompted by any politi- 
cal reasons or related to the 
elections. 

Mr. Rashid said that the 
security authorities consider 
the “matter” closed since 
Wisaf Ka’abneh, a candi- 
date in the Central Bedouin 
District, did not file a com- 
plaint. 

Ms. Ka’abneh Monday 


said that unidentified gun- 
men opened fire at her car 
and her driver was injured 
and had to have a bullet 
removed from his leg. 

Ms. Ka’abneh, a former 
policewoman and a lawyer 
by profession, is the only 
woman among 20 candi- 
dates in this constituency, a 
stronghold of the powerful 
Bani Sakher tribe. 

“The attack is not politi- 
cally motivated,” said Mr. 
Rashid “Nor was it related 
to elections. The incident 
was apparently carried out 
to frighten her and make her 
pull out from the race ” he 
said. 


“She did not file a com- 
plaint and you can ask her 
why," the minister said 
without elaborating. Ms. 
Ka’abneh was not immedi- 
ately available for com- 
ment 

On Monday. Ms. 
Ka'abneh told the Jordan 
Times that she accused no- 
one and said that she will 
not file a case against any- 
one. 

Security officials said that 
they suspect that the attack 
was carried out by “rela- 
tives” of the candidate but 
declined to say whether any 
suspects were arrested. 
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Canadian badbreaft test 
something to sniff at 

VANCOUVER (R) _ 
Canadian.* worried their had 
breath may be a social lia- 
bility can have their mouth 
odor checked at a am 
breath-testing clinic. The 
University of British 
Columbia. which 

announced its bad-breafo 
service on Monday, says a 
patient will have their breath 
scientifically analysed for 
halitosis — and then 
checked by a human sniffer. 
"This clinic provides an 
objective measure for peo- 
ple concerned about their 
breath." said Don Brunette, 
associate dean of the univer- 
sity’s dentistry faculty. To 
conduct the tests, staff suck 
air from a patient's mouth 
with a syringe and use gas 
chromatography to check 
for the presence of sulphur 
compounds that cause bad 
breath. A visit to the clinic 
costs U.S. SI 10. 

Italian holy virgin 
cries tears of olive oQ 

SANNICOLA. Italy (AFP) 

— Tears that flowed from a 
paper-mache Vugin Maiy 
this summer, attracting 
thousands of pilgrims to this 
village in southern Italy, 
have turned out to be noth- 
ing more than olive oil, 
church authorities said 
Tuesday. Bishop Vmorio 
Fusco said analysis of die 
clear, oily liquid seen cm the 
Madonna's face was indeed 
a "substance like vegetable f 
oil. very similar to olive oiT 
Fusco had rushed to the 
Saint Peter and Paul Church 
in Sannicola to take a sam- j 
pie of the liquid after the 
statue was seen to be ‘cry- 
ing' in August, a phenome- 
non which village priest 
Don Gino Ruerto claimed 
began in June. 

Britain’s Fergie denies 
writing to queen 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Duchess of York denied a 
newspaper report on 
Monday that she had 
appealed to Queen 
Elizabeth for forgiveness for 
her past misdemeanours. A 
spokeswoman for the royal 
outcast said a report in die 
Sun newspaper that sbe had 
written to the queen follow- 
ing Princess Diana's trau- 
matic funeral was wrong 
“We have spoken to the 
duchess, and she is slightly 
bemused... She did not actu- 
ally write to the queen." the 
spokeswoman said. She said 
the only letter foe duchess 
had written was to Prince 
Charles, heir to foe throne 
and former husband of foe 
late Princess Diana. 


Evita returns — and 
she is millions 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — “I 
will return and J will be mil- 
lions," Argentina's leg- 
endary former First Lady 
Evita Peron once told the 
crowds, according to popu- 
lar history. Sbe returned on 
Monday — in the form of 
one million one-peso coins. 
The central bank launched 
the coins with her profile to 
mark half a century of 
women’s vote in Argentina. 
"Argentine women will 
have the same political 
rights and foe same duties 
that are agreed on or 
imposed on Argentine men,” 
read the law granting 
women foe vote in 1947 
which was promoted by the 
wife of former President 
Juan Peron. 

Yeltsin’s plane almost 
too big for Moldova 

CHISINAU (R) — Russian 
officials have been puzzling, 
for days over how to solve a 
key issue ahead of foe sum- 
mit of former Soviet 
Republics to be held m 
Moldova this week. Tb c 
problem? Whether Russian 
President Boris Yeltsins 
plane will be able to land 
So it was with huge relic* 
they discovered on Monday 
that foe modest airport in foe 
Moldovan capital Chisinau 
was big enough to accoffl' 
modate his Ilyushin-96 -j 
by sending a similar one an 
foe way from Moscow fof * 
test landing. 
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